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PRINCIPAL’S PROJECT 2020 - 2021

AND... INTRODUCING OUR 
NEXT MIRACLE STORY!

LET’S RAISE THE ROOF!
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LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

CHRIST IS RISEN!
REVD DR DEIRDRE BROWER LATZ

Welcome to the Spring 2022 edition 
of The Link. If you’re like me, 

you’ve spent some of the last months 
eagerly awaiting Easter! The season of 
preparation, reflection, deep pauses, 
and time to pray and to think about life. 
This time of temptation, hope, prayer, 
and following in cross-shaped ways 
is a powerful marker: the 40 days of 
waiting… And then, that moment where 
we gather and together find ourselves 
plunged into the celebration of Jesus’ 
Resurrection! Christ is Risen! He is risen 
indeed! Like many of you, I’m so grateful 
that the resurrection-life and reality is at 
work in us! 

Personally, I’m trying to (as Eugene 
Peterson says) practice resurrection in 
every day, every space, in action, thought, 
speech – it’s a life of trying obedience! As a 
college, being constantly and corporately 
eager participants alongside others in 
living the Jesus way is who we are or seek 
to be! It’s not at all easy – but the call is 
upon us. The challenges are there, to be 
sure: fragile lives, damaged histories, 
painful pasts, lean times financially, hard 
moments, su!ering, pain, death– our 
college community is not immune from 
many of the hard places of life – but 
there’s also glory at work! People at 
peace through prayer, healed and being 
renewed, full of forgiveness, taking 
di!erent steps into the future, breaking 
chains that bind and cycles of violence. 
We see God’s provision, lightness of Spirit, 
new life, hope and a way of living through 
su!ering, alongside each other.

We’re in such a privileged ordinary place: 
where we live, learn, walk, work, dream, 
engage, connect, inspire, pray, plunge into 
Scripture, challenge and shape each other, 
tell the stories of God’s new life at work in 
us! As you read the stories and encounter 
College life in this edition of the Link, I pray 
you’ll see us anew! Our collective testimony 
is this: 

• It’s been hard – God’s been faithful. 
• We weren’t sure we’d make it – here we 

are – God is faithful. 
• We look to the future declaring our 

faith, and resting in the promise: God 
will be faithful. 

Thanks for your many prayers, ongoing 
support and your encouragement. In all 
we do we are striving to serve the church, 
knowing Christ is Risen! And that reality 
changes everything. 

Warmly, in Christ,

We see God’s provision, lightness 
of Spirit, new life, hope and a 
way of living through su!ering 
alongside each other.

Revd Dr Deirdre Brower Latz
Principal, Nazarene Theological College
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The current Principal’s Project is a fundraising campaign to repair the 107-year-
old roof of our historic White House. Thanks to your generosity some repairs are 
already underway but since the new year, we have been pushing to reach our 
target. We are very fortunate to have matched funding in place up to £50,000 – 
this means that every pound you donate will be doubled, at no cost to you!

FUNDRAISING 
THE PRINCIPAL’S PROJECT 2020-2022

Simply scan to donate or visit 
nazarene.ac.uk/raisetheroof

WELCOME TO NTC
We would like to introduce you to some of the newer members of the NTC team.

SIOBHAN JOLLEY
Director of Marketing 

and Recruitment

JACOB LETT
Lecturer in Theology 
and Associate Dean

SAMI TAEI
Maintenance

JAMES HUNTER
Course Lead - Youth 

and Community

MUSA JIBRIL
Finance Assistant

ROBERT CARD
Librarian

PAUL BEAUTYMAN
Course Leader and 

Programme Innovator - 
Youth and Intergenerational

DAVE BECK
Lecturer in Community 

Development



Since NTC alumnus Pastor Mick 
Fleming first hit the national headlines 

in 2020, God has continued to work 
through him. Mick is Pastor at Church 
on the Street (COTS), a worshipping 
community that serves those who are 
experiencing homelessness, struggling 
with addictions, or su!ering because of 
poverty. He and his team of volunteers 
and co-workers at CotS help, support 
and bless the people most desperately 
in need in Burnley, Lancashire. NTC are 
proud to have played a small, yet vital 
part in Mick’s journey.

Serving God by Serving Others
Mick is well known in Burnley as a ‘gangster 
and drug dealer turned Pastor’. This label 
does not go far enough to recognise the 
contribution Mick and his team make in 
the lives of individuals supported by CotS. 

The doors of the newly opened COTS 
building rarely close and even when they 
do, Mick is more often than not on 24/7 
call, ensuring that those most desperately 
in need of physical, mental and pastoral 
support receive it. However, as Mick 

PASTOR MICK
THE ONGOING FIGHT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE NORTH WEST

recognises, the support needed is never-
ending. The recent publicity has generated 
new o!ers of financial support for the 
ministry and services Mick provides, but 
the need continues to rise as more people 
hear of the services on o!er.

Shortly before his work in Burnley hit 
the headlines during the COVID-19 
pandemic, we were privileged to have the 
opportunity to catch up with Mick and 
learn just how God was at work in his life.

Mick reports, “The ministry has grown 
so rapidly we are now in other areas in 
the North of England, not just Burnley. 
There are so many issues, especially 
addiction. We’ve also got a smaller place 
in Barnoldswick. I don’t have a model to 
plant Churches. I’ve learnt to follow the 
Spirit and me follow behind. Barnoldswick, 
it’s a café Church. Each of our churches is 
di!erent and meets the needs of that area. 
It might be housing, the need for showers 
or food banks, issues with hepatitis and 
other sexual diseases. We work with lots 
of other places and the NHS too. A lot of 
what we do is controversial, but we do 
what needs to be done. In the last year, I 
don’t think I have ever been as hated and 
loved as much at the same time for what 
I do.”
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The doors of the newly opened 
CotS building rarely close and 
even when they do, Mick is more 
often than not on 24/7 call...
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learned that I could do maintenance work, 
she o!ered me work which would help to 
pay o! the fees.”

Some might say that there is little teaching 
that can prepare students for the realities 
of life in our communities most in need. 
However, NTC helps individuals to 
recognise their own gifts, encourages their 
development and equips them to serve in a 
vast multitude of areas.

As Mick explains, “NTC enabled me to mix 
with people from so many di!erent cultures 
and nationalities. It opened my eyes and 
enabled me to become so diverse and open 
to diversity as a human. It was the relational 
aspect of NTC that changed me. When I 
started, I couldn’t read or write. The sta! 
had such an impact on me. I had felt stupid 
all my life and instead they all treated me 
like an equal. Deirdre just looked at me and 
gave me a food parcel with such love. For 
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Mick’s contribution to social justice and 
his valued membership of our alumni 
community has also encouraged current 
NTC students to join him in his work 
in Burnley. Dave Allen, a third-year 
undergraduate student has recently been 
on placement with COTS. Many others 
volunteer alongside the team of servant-
hearted individuals set on making a 
di!erence in the lives of others.

A Royal Seal of Approval
In January, Pastor Mick and the team were 
on the national news once again, this time 
as a result of a royal visit. The Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge spent time at CotS 
as part of a visit to the region. They were 
given a tour of the hub in Burnley and 
spent time with members of the team and 
some of the individuals they support. 

The Duke and Duchess were impressed 
by the way Mick and the team stand in 
the gaps of injustice. They were keen to 
discuss how the pandemic has impacted 
mental health and the work that COTS do 
to support those struggling with addiction 
and experiencing homelessness.

From Failing First Year to Achieving a 2:1
Mick’s journey with NTC did not start 
smoothly, but the intervention of our 
Principal, Revd Dr Deirdre Brower Latz, 
ensured Mick was able to continue on the 
path he was being called to.

Mick recalls, “I failed my first year, and had 
no money as my loan money was stolen 
from me. Then Deirdre heard about my 
situation and rang me and asked to see 
me. I will never forget her kindness and 
generosity without agenda. She o!ered 
me a room at NTC (it was like a hotel to 
me!) and got me food, and when she 

“I’ve learnt to follow the Spirit 
and me follow behind.” 

that one food parcel, I have now helped to 
share over 5,000 more. Each one, we have 
given in the same way in which Deirdre 
gave that one to me. Julie Lunn helped me 
understand what it meant to be born again 
and it happened to me in her o"ce. Doug 
and Linda Cooney from Canada. In them, I 
watched how a married couple should be 
and thought it was amazing. They inspired 
me to be a better person and I saw how 
Doug treated Linda. It was real. I wanted it 
too. That’s what’s happening now. I am now 
married and it’s because of the community 
NTC showed me. What I do now is live out 
Christian community, as it was shown to 
me at NTC.”

As a College, we continue to be humbled 
by the part we have been able to play 
in equipping Mick for the work he has 
committed his life to across the North 
West. You can read our previous interview 
with Mick on our blog and learn more about 
the  incredible work of COTS or make a 
donation at: www.cots-ministries.co.uk

“NTC enabled me to mix with 
people from so many di!erent 
cultures and nationalities. It 
opened my eyes...” 

A place to flourish.
NTC welcomes applications from individuals from any background. Some of our most 
successful alumni have doubted their ability to complete academic studies, yet have 
gone on to excel. At NTC we are proud to o!er the level of support that enables people 
to achieve their best – in a safe, encouraging, warm and welcoming environment.

If you have ever considered studying theology and biblical studies, or want to explore 
how you can serve God in a practical way, please get in touch. We have levels of learning 
accessible to all - from certificate level to PhD! - and would be delighted to discuss your 
individual circumstances with you.

enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk



Don’t worry, our beloved purple isn’t 
changing… But the way we behave 

on campus is! This World Recycling Day, 
we kick started our new Going Green 
campaign, focussing on improving the 
sustainability and carbon footprint of NTC.

As the climate crisis continues to escalate, 
we’re committed to doing our part to be good 
stewards of our common home. In March, 
we announced a yearlong drive to improve 
our eco-sustainability, with the intention 
of forming future-facing habits, beginning 
with improved recycling on campus. New 
recycling stations will be located in all of 
our buildings, which will make it easier for 
sta! and students to ensure that as little as 
possible goes into landfill from the waste we 
accumulate. In addition, we have installed 
new composting bins near to the sta! room 
and kitchen to minimise the impact of our 
food waste.

Our e!orts are not just limited to recycling, 
though! On 22nd April, sta! marked Earth 
Day by working together in our grounds in 
Didsbury. We’re also phasing out non-LED 
lights in o"ces in the White House and our 
teaching spaces, replacing them with LED 
bulbs that are 80% more energy e"cient.  
We also want to help visitors to do their part, 
so we have recently updated the directions 
on our website to make it easier to find a 

NTC GOING GREEN
A NEW DRIVE TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

greener route to NTC, reminding visitors 
that we’re very accessible by bicycle and 
public transport if they want to leave their 
car at home.

Environmental concerns already play an 
important part in our curriculum. We have 
an Ecology pathway on our MA Theology 
programme and environmental questions 
are central to Revd Dr Jacob Lett’s 
undergraduate course on Theological Ethics. 
Outside of our degree programmes, Revd 
Dr Jeremy Kidwell is teaching a Manchester 
Bible School course on Discipleship in 
an Environmental Crisis this Spring, and 
we recently hosted a collaborative online 
conference on the theme Christian Hope, 
Science and the Warming World. Today 
we’re committing to accompanying this 
deep thought with practical action.

This is just the beginning – keep an eye on 
social media and around campus for top 
tips and updates on the campaign and the 
changes we make as we continue to grow 
greener together.

#NTCGoingGreen

We’re committed to doing our 
part to be good stewards of our 
common home.
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Over the course of the weekend 11th 
– 14th March, NTC were delighted to 

celebrate the ordination of nine of our 
alumni at the Church of the Nazarene 
District Assemblies. 

The annual Nazarene District Assemblies 
took place in person for the first time 
since before the COVID-19 pandemic, 
allowing people from across the Nazarene 
denomination in the UK to join together for 
worship, fellowship and district business.

The BISD Assembly was held over 2 days 
at St Johns, Dukinfield, Manchester, while 
the BIND Assembly gathered across the full 
weekend at Megain Memorial Church of the 
Nazarene in Belfast.

Following completion of annual district 
business, the final worship service is 
traditionally where individuals meeting 
the requirements for ordination, having 
been approved by the Board of Ministry 
and General Superintendent, are o"cially 
ordained. 

Joining Revd Carl McCann and Revd Ruth 
Turner, District Superintendents for the 
Church of the Nazarene British Isles South 
District (BISD) and North District (BIND) 
respectively, were Revd Jim Ritchie,   
Regional Director for the Church of the 
Nazarene Eurasia Region and Dr David 

NTC ALUMNI ORDINATIONS
FROM NTC TO SERVING THE CHURCH

Busic, one of six General Superintendents 
for the global Church of the Nazarene.

All nine ordinands followed individual 
pathways of education at NTC. Their learning 
incorporated theological, biblical, practical 
and pastoral elements, while serving in 
various ministries as District licensees under 
mentorship of existing Nazarene elders.

Our newly ordained alumni were:

• Revd Tim Bowen-Evans, Greystones 
Nazarene Community Church

• Revd Rob Fitzjohn, Cramlington Church 
of the Nazarene

• Revd Tori MacKinnon, Erskine Church of 
the Nazarene

• Revd Kirsty Burke, Didsbury Community 
Church and NTC Admissions

• Revd Tom Burke, Didsbury Community 
Church

• Revd Dr MiJa Wi, Manchester Yedam 
Korean Church and NTC Faculty

• Revd Naomi Gull, Taunton Church of the 
Nazarene

• Revd Joseph Prescott, She"eld Church 
of the Nazarene

• Revd Jez Smith, Brownlow Fold Church 
of the Nazarene

Please pray for all of those who were 
ordained in their new minstries.
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A tradition of excellence

PhD Research
with NTC
Specialisms include: Church History, Wesley Studies/Wesleyan 
Tradition, Christian Theology, Old Testament Studies/Second Temple/
Inter-Testamental Studies, New Testament Studies and Biblical 
Theology, Practical Theology, Missiology.

Find out more at: www.nazarene.ac.uk

Nazarene Theological College 
is an approved partner of the 
University of Manchester



We were delighted to welcome 
Dr Kelly Diehl Yates back to our 

campus in Didsbury recently. We sat down 
to discuss her new book, The Limits of a 
Catholic Spirit: John Wesley, Methodism, 
and Catholicism (Pickwick Publications, 
2021) and wher life has taken her since 
graduating in 2018.

In the words of her publishers, “The Limits of a 
Catholic Spirit fills the gap that is John Wesley 
and Catholicism. No other book has provided 
such an in-depth study of the perils Wesley 
faced when he encountered Catholicism. 
With the use of rare primary sources that 
tell of anti-Methodist riots in Ireland to 
Wesley’s preachers getting kidnapped and 
forced to serve in the army, this study will 
provide you with historical information you’ve 
never encountered. It will explore questions 
that have held Wesley scholars captive for 
decades. Was John Wesley responsible for 
sparking the anti-Catholic Gordon Riots of 
1780 in London? Kelly Diehl Yates searched 
eighteenth-century documents in the National 
Archives of the United Kingdom to find out. 
Was John Wesley aligned with the Jesuits? 
Was John Wesley a Jacobite, an enemy of the 
British Crown? Did John Wesley require Irish 
Catholics to denounce Catholicism to join 
Methodist societies? By the end of The Limits 
of a Catholic Spirit, you’ll find answers to all 
these questions and more.”

KELLY’S STORY
A NEW PUBLICATION FOR THE ‘LIMITLESS’ DR KELLY DIEHL YATES

From NTC to Published Research
We began by discussing the origins of Dr 
Yates’ research, and how it took a direction 
she described as “unexpected” when 
she first began the project as part of her 
doctoral research a decade ago:

“When I first started writing my thesis, I 
wanted to write about John Wesley and 
ecumenism, and it ended up that Wesley 
wasn’t as ecumenical as I thought he was 
with regard to Catholics! When I started 
working I kept finding this issue that he 
wasn’t as tolerant with Catholics as I wanted 
him to be, so I decided to go down that path 
and research that.” 

For those readers familiar with the popular 
perception of Wesley, she acknowledges 
that there may be some surprises in this 
work:

“One of the things that I’ve tried to show 
with my research is that there were some 
people who had taken two of his writings, 
‘The Catholic Spirit’, one of his sermons, 
and one of his letters, ‘Letter to a Roman 
Catholic’, and they had tried to prove that 
he was very ecumenical to Catholics from 
those two documents. And I’m actually 
proving the other way, that he wasn’t! With 
‘Letter to a Roman Catholic’, he did write 
it, and it sounds very wonderful that he’s 
trying to work with Catholics, but what
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I found out was that he was writing it right 
after some riots against Methodists in Ireland 
and he was trying to get them to stop rioting 
so he could preach evangelical conversion to 
them. That was the purpose of that writing, 
it wasn’t ecumenical. And with ‘The Catholic 
Spirit’, even some of the phrasing that he 
uses was a little bit anti-Catholic, so he 
wasn’t trying to work with Catholics with 
that sermon either.”

However, Dr Yates is quick to point out that 
she is not setting out to criticise Wesley or 
challenge modern ecumenism between 
Methodists and Catholics:

“I think we just have to accept that Wesley 
was a person with faults, that he wasn’t 
perfect in every way and that it’s wrong 
to put him on a pedestal. We just have to 
accept that. This doesn’t mean that we don’t 
have so much to learn from him because we 
do, there’s so much that he can teach us! 
But when it comes to his ecumenism with 
Catholics, it just didn’t exist! The Methodists 
and the Catholics have come so far in their 
working together and their unity and I am 
totally for that and I want that to continue. 
I don’t want the book to speak against 
that. It’s just, doing the historical research, I 
didn’t find that he was willing to work with 
Catholics.”

In The Limits of a Catholic Spirit, Dr Yates 
makes the case that this lack of ecumenism 
had political rather than spiritual foundations 
for Wesley:

“He had theological di!erences but the main 
di!erence was political. That had to do with 
the English Reformation. He was still holding 
on to old prejudices that lots of English 
Protestants had against Catholics. There 
was a fear that if they were given any type 
of political power that they would take over, 
and they would remove any kind of religious 
freedom from people. So it was leftovers 
from there that he was apparently hanging 
on to.”

However, Wesley’s commitment to 
ecumenism more broadly remained strong:

“He was working with other Protestants and 
the only requirement for getting into the 
societies was to be seeking the Lord. And 
Catholics participated in the societies – he 
didn’t exclude them and they came and 
participated. Anybody could! There was no 
requirement to, say, become a member of the 
Church of England before you could become 
a Methodist.”

Although this project has reached its 
conclusion, Dr Yates is continuing her 
historical theological research with a new 
project.

“I am starting research on early Methodism 
and marriage, looking at John and Mary 
Fletcher who were contemporaries of Wesley, 
looking at their marriage, then moving on 
from there to look at other Methodists.”

She credits her time at NTC and at the 
Manchester Manchester Wesley Research 
Centre with laying the foundations for this 
project too.

“I spent many long hours in the Wesley 
Research Centre! Using all kinds of materials 
in there from journals to books to papers – 

We have one pastor come a 
month and they stay from Friday 
to Monday, and they have free 
accommodation, they get money 
for food, money for recreation, 
they get free therapy, a free session 
with a spiritual director and a free 
session with a pastor mentor.

everything! The centre was very influential 
in my research.”

Life After NTC
Since graduating from NTC, Dr Yates and 
her husband have returned to the United 
States. As well as teaching, researching and 
writing, she is also the founder and director 
of the Walt Crow Center for Pastors in 
Oklahoma.

“I live in Oklahoma City. That’s home! I teach 
online for three schools – Southern Nazarene 
University, Indiana Wesleyan University. But 
a year ago, through my church, Oklahoma 
City First Church of the Nazarene, where 
I am on sta!, I started a retreat centre for 
pastors. We have one pastor come a month 
and they stay from Friday to Monday, and 
they have free accommodation, they get 
money for food, money for recreation, 
they get free therapy, a free session with a 
spiritual director and a free session with a 
pastor mentor. We raise all of our money on 
our own and so far things are going well! 
Pastors need time o!. I have been a Senior 
Pastor and an Associate Pastor so I know 
what that takes.

“People will come from all over the country. 
It’s open to everybody, but we can’t provide 
transportation, so it’s prohibitive for those 
outside the country. The last person we 
had came from Maine, which is well over 

1000 miles away! We’re based in the city. We 
use a house owned by Southern Nazarene 
University but we’re hoping one day to have 
our own house someday in the future. We’ll 
have to raise a lot of money!”

The Limits of a Catholic Spirit is in fact one of 
two books Dr Yates has published this year! 
Her first novel,  Rush to the Heartlands, was 
also released this summer.

When we pointed out how impressive this 
was, Dr Yates simply replied, “Well, I love 
writing so I spend a lot of time doing it!”

We were so glad to spend this time with Dr 
Yates, and to learn more about the impressive 
ways she is serving God in her life, ministry 
and writing. We look forward to celebrating 
more of her successes in the future!

If you are interested in learning more about 
the Walt Crow Center for Pastors you 
can find all of the details at their website,                              
www.waltcrowcenter.com. You can also 
find out more about Dr Yates’s books at                           
www.kellydiehlyates.com.

“I think we just have to accept 
that Wesley was a person with 
faults, that he wasn’t perfect in 
every way and that it’s wrong to 
put him on a pedestal.”



Our new research centre, Bridging 
Worlds: Centre for East & Southeast 

Asian Chistianity was launched earlier this 
year, with a new vision for how NTC serves 
the global church.

Led by Revd Dr MiJa Wi, the centre will 
seek to bridge the worlds of East and West, 
Church and academy, old and young, by 
developing partnerships with ESEA diaspora 
communities, starting in Manchester and 
the UK, and eventually going further afield. 
We will do this by investing and engaging in 
research that emphasises Asian Christianity, 
Asian readings of the Scripture, and Asian 
expressions of the Gospel in theology and 
practice, and in doing so serve the wider 
church. 

The Centre envisions a space at NTC for 
those who live their lives ‘with and through 
di!erences’ and often find themselves ‘out 
of place’ neither here nor there, to wrestle 
with the challenging lived experiences 
and the unanswered theological questions 
alongside one another. It will o!er a 
welcoming space for ESEA Christians and 
will bring the voices of Asia into theological 
conversations with others. We are confident 
that this will enrich our colourful humanity 
in the image of the Triune God.

BRIDGING WORLDS:
CENTRE FOR ASIAN 

& SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
CHRISTIANITY

For years now, NTC has been actively 
serving East and Southeast Asian (ESEA) 
Christians, from China, Japan, and Korea, 
and especially from the ESEA diaspora in 
Europe and North America. This has been 
a vital part of our vision and mission. 

Recently, we have thought more 
strategically about the possibility of 
supporting the study of Asian theologies 
through a Centre based at the College, 
reflecting our Evangelical identity, and 
proactively connecting with the ESEA 
diaspora communities to serve them more 
e!ectively. Manchester is the home to a 
number of ESEA Christian congregations. 
As a global city, Manchester is strategically 
placed for serving the work of ESEA 
diaspora Christians in their global mission. 

Considering the established communities, 
the student population, and the influx of 
people arriving from Hong Kong to the 
UK, we see an ever-increasing need for a 
Centre. It is time for a new intentionality 
in what we are doing. We are seeking the 
best way forward. We continue to welcome 
ESEA students to complete theological 
education at NTC-Manchester, from our 
BA and MA to the PhD but our particular 
interest is enhancing our service to the 
ESEA global diaspora.

With its home in a theological institution, 
the Centre will actively explore key aspects 
of Asian Christianities in theological 
discussion. In this endeavour, an MA
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It will o!er a welcoming space 
for ESEA Christians and will bring 
the voices of Asia into theological 
conversations with others.
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pathway on East and Southeast Asian 
Christianities has been launched with 
the two core units: History of Asian 
Christianities and Biblical Hermeneutics in 
East and Southeast Asia. But the Centre at 
the same time seeks to listen to and learn 
from Asian diaspora communities of their 
lived experiences through partnerships 
with the East and Southeast Asian diaspora 
communities in the UK. 

For the last one and half years, there have 
been many stimulating conversations 
with East Asian diaspora church leaders, 
organisations that closely work with 
east Asians, NTC students, alumni, and 
other Asian centres around the world. 
Through those conversations, the Centre 
developed a meaningful partnership with 
Christian International Training Centre 
(CITC), based in Edinburgh, which was 

established particularly to serve Christians 
who recently moved from Hong Kong. The 
CITC students, many of whom are pastors 
and leaders of the HK churches, will take 
‘Religions in Contemporary Britain’, taught 
by Gerard Charles who ‘happened to be’ 
an OMF missionary who lived in China for 
ten years. By the way, there is another 
‘happen to be’. The decision to welcome 
the Hong Kong people to settle in the UK 
which accelerated the influx of Hong Kong 
people to the UK was announced while the 
Centre was navigating its future. In fact, 
Manchester has become a hub for the new 
settlers from HK. Perhaps, it was just God’s 
time!

Revd Dr MiJa Wi
Director of Bridging Worlds and Lecturer in Biblical 

Studies and Global Mission. 

It is time for a new intentionality 
in what we are doing. We are 
seeking the best way forward.

What are your next steps?

MA in Theology
The MA in Theology and the parallel Postgraduate Diploma or 
Certificate in Theology have nine pathways to choose from. 

The various pathways serve to resource missions and ministry, 
support continuing professional development and act as an excellent 
platform for further research. In addition, full-time and flexible part-
time routes make study accessible for everyone – wherever you are in 
the world!

Find out more at: www.nazarene.ac.uk

Nazarene Theological College 
is an approved partner of the 
University of Manchester
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Have you ever asked yourself, “What does 
the common good look like?” Have you 

ever wondered how Christians are called to 
bring about community flourishing? Do you 
want to change the world? If the answer to 
any of these questions is yes, then our new 
MA Theology (Community Development 
and Social Change) is the course for you!

The Master of Arts in Theology (Community 
Development and Social Change) pathway 
is aimed at students from a wide range 
of backgrounds, academic traditions and 
spiritualities, who have a critical curiosity and 
a sense of call to both understand and have 
an impact on their world, through faith based 
community development.

Our expert tutors will guide students will 
explore new ways to re-see and reimagining 
their world and their relationship to it and 
in doing so, develop approaches that help 
others to re-see and reimagine their own 
worlds. This spiritual, philosophical, political 

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 

AND SOCIAL 
CHANGE

A GROUNDBREAKING NEW MA PATHWAY FOR NTC

and practical journey is both deeply personal 
and intentionally collective.

Ready to learn more? Here are six reasons to 
take your next steps towards transformation…

1. It’s Accessible
The pathway is designed to work round your 
existing work, family, or caring commitments. 
Over the course of your degree, you will attend 
six intensive learning sessions in Manchester, 
supplemented by supported online learning.

For our first cohort, in addition to weekly online 
seminars, you will join us in Manchester for:

• Foundations for Understanding and 
Practising Community - Friday 30th 
September 2022/Saturday 1st October 
2022, Monday 7th November 2022, 
Tuesday 8th November 2022, Wednesday 
9th November 2022
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• The Kingdom of God, Power and Social 
Change - Wednesday 9th November 2022, 
Thursday 10th November 2022, Friday 11th 
November 2022, Friday 16th December 
2022, Saturday 17th December 2022

• Theories and Theologies of Change - 
Thursday 26th January 2023, Friday 27th 
January 2023, Saturday 28th January 
2023, Monday 20th March 2023, Tuesday 
21st March 2023, Wednesday 22nd March 
2023

• Transformational Learning - Wednesday 
22nd March 2023, Thursday 23rd March 
2023, Friday 24th March 2023, Friday 2nd 
June 2023, Saturday 3rd June 2023

2. It’s Relevant
The people contributing to the pathway 
are experts in community development 
and community organising, theology and 
social action and practical ways of achieving 
individual and social change. We will use 
theory and theology to explore how our world 
can be changed to more closely reflect God’s 
kingdom.

Anna Whitfield

Anna has been involved in youth and 
community work in Manchester for nearly 25 
years. She has worked in statutory, church and 

voluntary sector spaces and is committed to 
her neighbours, to disagreeing well and to 
seeing people flourish. Anna is convinced 
change is needed in order to see Gods’ 
shalom in communities. She is excited to 
lead a course which o!ers ways of thinking 
and tools for practice to equip Christians to 
be part of that change.

Dr Dave Beck

Dave has extensive experience as an 
educator and practitioner in Community 
Development, previously creating and 
leading the successful MA at the University 
of Glasgow. His research interests are rooted 
in participatory approaches to thinking 
about and doing empowering practice 
for social change. He is a member of the 
International Committee of the Community 
Development Society and co-editor of the 
Radical Community Work Journal. His book 
Community Development for Social Change 
is a key text for anyone wanting to engage 
with ideas of community flourishing.

3. It’s Challenging
You will study theological ideas and social 
theories which will enable you to consider 
your role in the transformation of our world 
and how di!erent ways of thinking and 
acting might enhance that.

4. It’s Recognised
Nazarene Theological College is an approved 
partner of The University of Manchester, 
delivering programmes developed by NTC 
approved by and leading to an award of 
the University of Manchester. This means 
the your qualification is fully accredited 
by a university that is highly regarded 
internationally, including being recently 
ranked 1st in the world for impact when 
measured against the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals.

5. It’s A!ordable
The College is supported by gifts and 
donations from Churches and from 
individual donors, and this allows student 
fees to be set at a competitive rate. You 
can learn more about our  Full- and part-
time MA and PhD courses at NTC are 
designated for funding by the O"ce for 
Students and you can learn more about our 
fees and funding options on our dedicated 
web page.

6. It Comes Highly Recommended 

Ben Gilchrist, Chief Executive, Caritas 
Shrewsbury

Revd Michael A Mata, Christian Community 
Development Association and Professor 
of Urban Studies and Theology, Nazarene 
Theological Seminary

Your Next Steps
Head online to www.nazarene.ac.uk to find 
more information including how to apply.

Our open events website has lots of information 
about the College and interviews with current 
students. You can also register to join us at 
our Postgraduate Open Evening on Tuesday 
17th May. Visit www.ntcopendays.co.uk. 

“This MA is such an exciting 
opportunity. If you’re passionate 
about faith based community 
development it’s a must! Expert 
teaching, rooted in practice, and 
based at a college already making 
a big di!erence in the world. I 
can’t recommend enough that you 
join the journey with what will no 
doubt be an inspiring group of 
fellow learners.”

“Whether you are already 
engaged at the neighbourhood 
level, addressing justice issues 
in public and political spheres 
or in humanitarian work, this 
interdisciplinary MA will prepare you 
theologically and practically to a!ect 
community transformation. NTC 
has thoughtfully and pedagogically 
designed this unique programme to 
be both accessible and a!ordable. 
You will be hard pressed to find a 
comparable one.”
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On Friday 6th May 2022, sta!, graduands, 
and their families will come together 

in the Witworth Hall at the University of 
Manchester to celebrate the achievements 
of our classes of 2020 and 2021.

After the cancellation of our in-person 
ceremony last year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, we’re delighted to have the 
opportunity to see our most recent cohorts 
have their certificates, diplomas and degrees 
conferred.

The bumper ceremony will take place in 
person and be available to view on live stream, 
allowing members of our global NTC family to 
celebrate the hard work and accomplishments 
of our students.

Our guest of honour, Bishop Mike Royal, will 
delover the graduation address, prizes will 
be presented by Revd Dr Jacob Lett, and the 
degrees will be awared by Dr Peter Rae, Revd 
Dr Deirdre Brower Latz, and Professor David  
Law (University of Manchester).

Congratulations to all 
of our new graduates!



NTC is proud to introduce Inhabit, a new 
one-year MA programme, anchored 

in intentional community, formation, and 
witness.

Beginning in the academic year 2022-23, a 
cohort of students from around the world will 

live together in community, participating in the 
Inhabit Rule of Life. Following in the tradition 
of monastic communities across Christian 
history, living according to a “rule” gives shape, 
structure, and practices to the formation of 
Christian community and witness.  While the 
language of a “rule” is associated with St. 
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Benedict, John Wesley also provided rules and 
methods to his band-societies, and Wesleyan 
and Methodist “ways” or rules of life were later 
developed. Inhabit will explore and incorporate 
ancient, Wesleyan, and contemporary rules of 
life. 

For the pilot year (2022-23), 3-5 students will 
live on site at NTC’s Didsbury campus, in south 
Manchester. Our campus is spread over 3 acres 
with an upper lawn and lower meadow at the 
back overlooking the Mersey valley. The width 
of the spaces, surrounded by greenery, the 
scents and the colours of nature, makes it an 
ideal place to be refreshed and inspired. The 
rich farmland of the Cheshire plain and the 
National Parks of the Peak District, Lake District 
and Snowdonia are easily accessible.

Manchester itself is also home to one of the 
largest student populations in Europe. As a 
major cultural centre, it boasts the Bridgewater 
Hall, the Imperial War Museum North, the 
Lowry theatre and art gallery, and the critically 
acclaimed arts venue, Home. Other attractions 
include numerous theatres, Test and County 
cricket at Old Tra!ord, and – of course – two 
world-famous football clubs, Manchester City 
and Manchester United.

As part of the programme, students will read 
about monastic, Wesleyan, neo-monastic, and 
intentional communities and help the director 
to establish the Rule of Life for future students. 
One student who completes the pilot year will 
be invited to be the accompanier of the next 
year’s cohort of students 

Inhabit is comprised of three streams – study, 
formation, and witness:

STUDY: enrol in one of our thirteen MA in 
Theology pathways  
• A!ordable MA programme 
• Common study rhythms  
• Teaching and research assistantships  

FORMATION: participate in a wide-range of 
Christian spiritual disciplines 
• Morning and evening prayer and 

contemplation 
• Weekly society meetings 
• Two spiritual pilgrimages  

WITNESS: serve NTC and greater Manchester 
communities for 2-4 hours per week 
• Local church partnerships  
• NTC campus work and chaplaincy team 
• Community development 

Our programme director, Revd Dr Jacob Lett is 
excited to welcome our first cohort, explaining, 
“Inhabit will provide an opportunity for MA 
students from around the world and from 
di!erent Christian traditions to participate in 
the richness and diversity of Christian spiritual 
practices and to do so in the context of 
intentional community and service.”

If you would like to learn more about the 
Inhabit programme and explore what living 
life in a community of study, formation and 
witness could mean for you, you can contact 
Dr Lett directly, via jlett@nazarene.ac.uk, with 
any informal enquiries.

Inhabit will explore and 
incorporate ancient, Wesleyan, 
and contemporary rules of life. 

INTRODUCING INHABIT
A YEAR OF LIVING INTENTIONALLY AT NTC
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ALUMNI CENSUS 
THE RESULTS SO FAR FROM OUR 2022 ALUMNI SURVEY

RESPONDENTS BY GENDER

RESPONDENTS BY AGE

RESPONDENTS BY EDUCATION LEVEL

“NTC runs through my veins.”

“Studying for the MA gave me a purpose 
for my life after full-time retirement.” 

“Studying at NTC was amongst the most 
wonderful periods of my life.” 



35 36

TOP 3 ALUMNI LOCATIONS
1. United Kingdom     
2. United States     
3. Canada

RESPONDENTS BY LOCATION

“A wonderful warm, safe, inspirational environment 
which you really miss after graduation. A world 
of amazing people with amazing backgrounds, 
knowledge and experiences.”

“I appreciated the mosaic of cultures and exchanging 
learning experiences with people from across the 
globe was amazing. I grew intellectually and spiritually 
during my time at NTC. I learned to appreciate who "my 
neighbour is through fresh lenses.”

“Without a doubt my three years at NTC 
were the best time of my life. The teaching 
was excellent, and challenging, and my 
fellow students were amazing people who 
I have missed over the years.”
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Alumni, did you know you 
can enjoy a short course 
from NTC for free?

NTC Short Courses
Short courses are an inexpensive and flexible way to build towards 
the vocation you want or a good way to expand your personal 
learning and professional development.

Find out more at: www.nazarene.ac.uk/alumni

RESPONDENTS BY EMPLOYMENT

“NTC ignited a love of creative, exploratory biblical 
and theological engagement. It pushed me far further 
than my limited mindset had taken me, but did so in 
a way that was passionate in seeking truth and the 
heart of God. It’s inspiring.”

Tell your NTC story.
Our survey is still open, and we’d love to hear from you!

Head to bit.ly/NTCAlumniCensus to tell us your news and share 
your memories of your time at the College.
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REGISTER AND LEARN MORE AT 
www.ntcopendays.co.uk

NTC OPEN EVENTS
DISCOVER YOUR POTENTIAL

NTC Online
NTC Online is an exciting new initiative, designed for people who have an interest in learning more 
about the Bible, theology, church history, or ministry, but do not have the time, nor the need, to 
pursue a degree-level qualification.

Cost: £50 per course or £80 for both courses

Find out more at: www.nazarene.ac.uk/ntconline
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Thinking about taking your 
next steps with NTC?

NTC Loyalty 
Bursary
If you have recently graduated from NTC and are thinking about 
studying an MA with us, you may be eligible for the NTC loyalty 
bursary. For more details and all the terms and conditions 
please contact: finance@nazarene.ac.uk

www.nazarene.ac.uk

Nazarene Theological College 
is an approved partner of the 
University of Manchester



Keep in touch
Email: 
enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk

Telephone: 
+44 (0)161 445 3063

For more information about our supportive 
learning community please visit:

www.nazarene.ac.uk


