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HOLY GATHERINGS
REVD DR DEIRDRE BROWER LATZ
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Welcome to the November 
2022 edition of The Link. It’s a 

cornucopia of delight and lets you know 
about the college, especially our heart, 
passion, values, and acts of service to 
the church over the last few months. 
As I write to you, autumn colours are 
sweeping across the campus; rich 
reds, golds, and oranges reminding us 
of the turning of the year. I love crisp 
autumns, crunching leaves underfoot, 
apples from the old Bramley tree filling 
our bellies with oozing crumbles and 
pies smothered in custard. It feels like 
a time of hunkering down, getting cosy, 
and celebrating a year of life and God’s 
provision of a harvest that feeds us. 

We’ve been eating together again which 
has been just wonderful. Yedam Church, 
led by our faculty member MiJa Wi and 
her husband, meets on NTC’s campus 
weekly. Yedam Church members lovingly 
made and served wonderful Korean food 
for us.

We have had wrap-around prayers. Our 
Chaplain and students from the Inhabit 
Programme, a new formational MA 
degree that marries prayer, work, play and 
study (pg. 17), has reminded us of ancient 
rhythms of the church. 

We have had stretching conversations 
with partners and groups we work with, 
asking about who we are and how we 
display the very best of evangelical, 
Wesleyan-Holiness, Arminian theology. 
A mouthful, to be sure, but here’s what 
I mean: we believe that Jesus is Lord, 
and that He longs for us to be personally 
joined to Him, and that the Spirit 
empowers us to follow His teachings each 
day. We are enthusiasts for God and all 
God can and desires to do in the world 
and in our own lives. We believe God is 

drawing us to holiness and is re-creating us 
as a new community of holy people who 
love and serve in the world. We believe 
that Jesus’ love is for all without exception, 
that, all are created in the image of God 
and that everything about us is attuned to 
God breaking in, on Earth as it is in Heaven. 
We believe in the possibilities and realities 
of transformation because of the power 
of the gospel. God’s justice breaks in, and 
people are set free, and communities are 
transformed – all because God is able!

Like many, we are still wondering about 
the long-term impact of COVID-19 on our 
community. We’ve noticed some joyful 
things: people love gathering in 3D, enjoy 
eating together, and rejoice in talking 
around tables over coffee. It’s been so good 
to lay eyes on one another in the same 
physical room. We’ve also celebrated the 
very real possibilities of connecting deeply 
over thousands of miles. As a college, we’ve 
invested in ways of seamlessly talking over 
oceans, mountains, deserts, and valleys as if 
we’re in the same room. 

We believe that Jesus’ love is for 
all without exception, that all are 
created in the image of God, and 
that everything about us is attuned 
to God breaking in, on Earth as it is 
in Heaven.

We believe in the possibilities and 
realities of transformation because 
of the power of the gospel. God’s 
justice breaks in, and people are 
set free, and communities are 
transformed - all because God is 
able!
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Simply scan to donate or visit 
nazarene.ac.uk/raisetheroof

What a joy it has been to continue to serve 
the global church! As we’ve reconvened, 
we’ve spent a lot of time looking at how 
we can become more than we currently 
are: more connected, more vibrant, more 
alive, more aware, more engaged, and 
more inspirational. 

As a place celebrating Christian Holiness 
in its fullest, we continue to be delighted 
at the love displayed as students and 
faculty pour their lives into thinking 
deeply and committedly about God’s 
character, nature, and life-in-us. 

If you have ever thought about visiting 
NTC, now is the perfect time do so. Attend 
an Open Day (p. 21) and see what God is 
doing amongst us for yourself. Join us for 
chapel on Tuesday in person or online 
via our Facebook and YouTube chapel 
streams. Join with us as we learn, worship, 
and engage with all that God is doing in 
there world.

Even as you read our stories and learn 
more about NTC, please lean in! Pray. 
Invest. Send students or study yourself! 
As you reflect on God’s in-breaking justice 

in this world through the following stories, 
know that you walk alongside NTC’s cloud 
of witnesses from over 20 nations and 25 
denominations, stretching from 18 to 80 
years old – all pursuing Holiness and God’s 
justice. We hope that through these stories, 
you join with us and realise that God is at 
work in and through NTC!

Revd Dr Deirdre Brower Latz
Principal, Nazarene Theological College

A place to flourish.
NTC welcomes applications from individuals from any background. Some of our most 
successful alumni have doubted their ability to complete academic studies, yet have gone 
on to excel. At NTC we are proud to offer the level of support that enables people to 
achieve their best – in a safe, encouraging, warm and welcoming environment.

If you have ever considered studying theology and biblical studies, or want to explore 
how you can serve God in a practical way, please get in touch. We have levels of learning 
accessible to all - from certificate level to PhD! - and would be delighted to discuss your 
individual circumstances with you.

enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk
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Alumni, did you know you 
can enjoy a short course from 
NTC for free?

NTC Short Courses
Short courses are an inexpensive and flexible way to build towards the 
vocation you want or a good way to expand your personal learning 
and professional development.

Find out more at: www.nazarene.ac.uk/alumni
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2020 saw record numbers of people 
seeking NHS help for mental health. 

Those under 18 have had it particularly 
tough: over 80,000 more under-18s 
were referred to the NHS mental health 
services than in 2019. That’s an increase 
of nearly 30% from 2019. 

Even in 2022, the mental health of the 
young and old alike continues to feel 
pressure from the on-going global crises 
of the financial markets, of on-going wars, 
and of the cost-of-living. With this in 
mind, I spoke with Michael (“Mick”) Kane, 
Chaplain and Coordinator of Spiritual Life 
at NTC (pictured on pg. 7), to see how 
mental health and well-being continues 
remains at the centre of our practices at 
NTC.

Mick was clear that NTC’s passion to care 
for mental health stems from Christ’s own 
teachings. “Quoting Deuteronomy  6:4-
5, Christ calls his followers to love with 
their heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 
12:30). Here Christ highlights our holistic 
and multifaceted nature as humans: God 
cares deeply about our mental health and 
well-being as a core part of who we are. 
Simply put: God cares about our mental 
health!” 

The University Mental Health Charter
Mick also shed some light on what t 

MENTAL HEALTH
HOW NTC IS ADDRESSING THE GLOBAL MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS

what is happening behind the scenes 
at NTC. “NTC is currently in the process 
of reviewing our student mental health 
policy and replacing it with an overarching 
mental health and well-being policy. This 
will bring us in line with ‘The University 
Mental Health Charter,’ a recent report 
released by the government calling for 
a ‘whole university’ approach to mental 
health. Mental health affects everyone in 
our community--not just students.” The 
charter also recommends a proactive and 
preventative approach rather than the 
traditional reactive approach which NTC 
aims to include in their current approach 
as well.

Community and Belonging
A focus of NTC’s mental health and well-
being practices has always been our 
strategic priority to “foster community 
that is intentionally Christlike. A sense 
of belonging and connection is crucial 
in our experience of mental health and 
well-being. This is why community and 
relationships are core values to us at NTC 
and practiced many times a week through 
pastoral care groups, 
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NTC’s passion to care for mental 
health stems from Christ’s own 
teachings... Simply put: God 
cares about our mental health!
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times of corporate worship, community 
learning, and college-wide meal times. 
We are also reviewing our online learning 
practices and seeking to improve aspects of 
community within the online experience.”

 

Equip, Support, Train
Mick is working to ensure both staff and 
students at NTC have the tools they need 
to offer and, if necessary, receive support. 
In an effort to see everyone at NTC 
receiving wrap-around support as quickly 
as possible, he is striving to improve NTC’s 
training so that support arrives as quickly 
as possible. “We remain keen to equip 
relevant people in the college community 
to offer support in the area of mental 

health. We are continuing to offer training 
in the area of mental health first aid, and I 
will be continuing my role as a mental health 
first aid instructor. Look out for the roll out 
of this training in the new year!”

As NTC continues to address the on-going 
mental health crisis, Michael asks for your 
on-going support and prayers as important 
steps are taken to fulfil this very important 
task. “Please pray that God will bless our 
efforts and, most important, that we can 
support and lift up those most vulnerable 
and in need of mental health support,” 
Michael says. 

“A sense of belonging and 
connection is crucial in our 
experience of mental health and 
sense of well-being.” 
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A tradition of excellence

PhD Research
with NTC
Specialisms include: Church History, Wesley Studies/Wesleyan Tradition, 
Christian Theology, Old Testament Studies/Second Temple/Inter-
Testamental Studies, New Testament Studies and Biblical Theology, 
Practical Theology, Missiology.

Find out more at: www.nazarene.ac.uk

Nazarene Theological College 
is an approved partner of the 
University of Manchester



Principal, Dr Hugh Rae, decided to seek out 
100 people who would commit to support 
the College by giving, every year, £50 to help 
support the fragile College economy. Some 
of those people were College graduates; 
some were laypeople in churches across the 
UK; some were College faculty or College 
governors; some were ministers; some were 
Christian businesspeople in the cities of the 
UK and beyond. 

FRIENDS OF NTC
OLD FRIENDS, NEW OPPORTUNITIES

11 12

They were small, copper plaques, 
engraved with a sketch of the White 

House. I’d see them perched on shelves 
or fireplaces in the living rooms of folks 
we’d visit across the UK back in the late 
1970’s. Only later I came to realise that 
these marked out a small group of NTC 
supporters, the Principal’s 100 Club.

The idea had been a simple one. The then 
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Two of those people were Geoff and Beryl 
Clarkson (pictured on pg. 11). In the late 1970’s, 
Geoff and Beryl were based in Leeds with two 
young children. When Dr Rae approached them 
about being members of the 100 Club, they 
recalled reflecting on the way the College had 
helped shape their ministers over the years, how 
young (and not so young) people from their 
congregation had been nurtured and inspired by 
study at the College; and about how their own 
children and grandchildren might be touched by 
the work of the College. Money wasn’t plentiful, 
but they decided to be part of the project. 45 years 
later, and they still fulfil that annual commitment 
that begun all those years ago. 

Though many plaques have been lost to time, the 
100 Club plaque still proudly hangs in many of the 
original members’ homes even today. The original 
plaque, which you can see below, still displays to 

all on-lookers members’ on-going love and 
commitment to the College. 

Geoff and Beryl’s son, Steve (pictured on pg. 
11), will look to continue the commitment 
of his parents by making one of his own; a 
commitment to a College that has meant 
so much to him and his family. In Spring 
2023, there will be a new initiative for a new 
generation of “Friends of NTC” to offer a 
chance to invest in the life of NTC. 

These are tough economic times, but there are 
some commitments that are worth taking on, 
however the interest rates or the stock market 
perform.

Dr Peter Rae
Vice Principal and Academic Dean, Nazarene 
Theological College
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Have you have heard of our exciting 
BA course focusing on youth and 

community? Instead of the usual talking 
points you might receive on our website or a 
flyer, we gave our graduates an opportunity 
to share their first-hand experience. In this 
article, we asked two graduates from the 
BA in Theology (Youth and Community), 
Samuel Klemperer and Courtney Smith, to 
talk about their experience at NTC, their 
current ministries, and to give some advice 
for those interested in the youth course.

Samuel Klemperer (pictured bottom-right 
on pg. 13) is currently on a three month 
mission placement in Mallorca. He is working 
full-time at a church and its community 
learning hub in Palma. 

Samuel shares that “the youth course has 
shaped me in many ways. At the moment, 
lessons on cultural differences and informal 
education have been a great help in 
connecting relevantly and effectively with 
young people. Overwhelmingly, practice 
connecting with young people during my 
placement was the most crucial aspect of 
preparation for my current ministry role.”

Samuel’s reflection on his favourite aspect of 
the youth course led to the key importance 
of the course leaders in shaping his positive 
experiences. “The availability of legendary 
youth work practitioners who, within a 
sentence or two, could bridge the gap 

PROFILES IN MINISTRY
UPDATES BY GRADUATES FROM THE YOUTH & COMMUNITY COURSE

between theory and reality or ask a pertinent 
question that caused you to reinvent your 
practice over the following weeks.”

Klemperer offered Proverbs 3:5-6 as advice 
and for future students interested in the 
programme: 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
And lean not on your own understanding;
In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He shall direct your paths. 

Courtney Smith (pictured top and bottom-left 
on pg. 13) is currently ministering in Oldham 
through a community café called Soul Café. 
“I and a few others from our local Eden 
Network, an urban missions organisation 
that focuses on deprived neighbourhoods, 
opened a community café in the centre of 
Oldham, Greater Manchester. The café is 
open five days a week, and the rest of the 
building was transformed into a youth space 
and music studio for local young people.” 
Courtney notes how busy Soul Café at the 
moment: “In addition to our normal café 

“Overwhelmingly, practice 
connecting with young people 
during my placement was 
the most crucial aspect of 
preparation for my current 
ministry role.”
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schedule, we have several youth nights and 
community events pencilled in for the next 
few months.” But even amongst the busy 
schedules and event planning, Courtney still 
keeps her ministry’s ultimate purpose in mind 
as she works. “We ensure that everything 
we do fits into discipleship, fellowship, or 
evangelism.”

Course Experiences Key for Future Ministry
Courtney reflected on her experience in 
the Youth and Community course with 
overwhelming positivity: “The Youth and 
Community course provided me with the 
skills, knowledge, and confidence to do what 
I am currently doing in the café every day.” 
In addition, Courtney says  she incorporates 
aspects of the course into her daily work. “I 
have taken something out of every unit: how 
to write strong funding applications, how to 
be contextually aware, and how to ensure my 
practice is anti-oppressive.” 

Like Samuel, Courtney believes her 
placement experiences were vital to her 
current ministry. “My main placement and 
alternative placement were essential in 
giving me experience in different aspects 
of youth work. I also had the opportunity to 
build strong partnerships with other youth 
projects and organisations in Oldham that I 
continue to partner with through the café. I 
finished my course with experience in school 
work, outreach work, church projects, and 
local borough-wide youth work.”

When asked about her favourite aspect of 
the youth course, Courtney reflected on 
the ups and downs of the robust academic 
experience she had. “Despite it being the 
hardest part of the entire three years, my 
favourite part of my time at NTC, other than 
meeting some incredible people, was writing 
my dissertation. I learned so much from my 

research, and it inspired me to continue the 
work that I’ve been doing.”

Courtney also has advice for anyone 
interested in the Youth and Community 
course, especially once they find a placement. 
“Make the most out of your placement, and 
don’t be afraid to ask your line manager for 
help or advice It is a learning process and will 
take time, but, once I found the confidence 
to have those conversations with my line 
manager and the other youth workers, I 
quickly saw improvement in my own youth 
work practice and ability.”

These stories are remarkable in and of 
themselves, and I hope you’ll join us in 
keeping Courtney and Samuel in prayer as 
they continue on in their ministries. Courtney 
and Samuel’s stories are the latest in a long 
line of NTC graduates changing the world for 
better, being the hands and feet of Christ as 
they pursue the in-breaking of God’s love in 
this world. On our own staff, George Herrera, 
Recruitment and Outreach Coordinator, is 
an alumnus of the Youth and Community 
course and focused on prison ministry during 
his placement work. George says, “While 
on placement, I was able to put theory into 
practice to serve Jesus and bring hope to the 
hopeless in prison.” 

If you wish to learn more about our BA in 
Theology (Youth and Community), please 
contact us at enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk. 
Your story and your ministry that follows the 
in-breaking of God’s love on Earth might just 
appear here in print in a few years’ time. 
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“The Youth and Community 
course provided me with the 
skills, knowledge, and confidence 
to do what I am currently doing 
in the café everyday.”
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What are your next steps?

MA in Theology
The MA in Theology and the parallel Postgraduate Diploma or 
Certificate in Theology have nine pathways to choose from. 

The various pathways serve to resource missions and ministry, support 
continuing professional development and act as an excellent platform 
for further research. In addition, full-time and flexible part-time routes 
make study accessible for everyone – wherever you are in the world!

Find out more at: www.nazarene.ac.uk

Nazarene Theological College 
is an approved partner of the 
University of Manchester
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In the last edition of Link, we introduced 
NTC’s new one-year MA programme, Inhabit, 

which is anchored in intentional community, 
formation, and witness.

Beginning in the academic year 2022-23, a 
cohort of students from around the world began 
living together in community, participating in the 
Inhabit Rule of Life. Following in the tradition of 
monastic communities across Christian history, 
living according to a “rule” gives shape, structure, 
and practices to the formation of Christian 

community and witness.  While the language 
of a “rule” is associated with St. Benedict, John 
Wesley also provided rules and methods to his 
band-societies, and Wesleyan and Methodist 
“ways” or rules of life were later developed. 
Inhabit will explore and incorporate ancient, 
Wesleyan, and contemporary rules of life. 

The pilot year (2022-23) has just begun, so we 
sat down with Samuel Cheung to talk about 
what his experiences of Inhabit has been and 
what hopes he has for the coming year in the 
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INHABIT
THE START OF LIVING INTENTIONALLY AT NTC

A one-year MA programme anchored in 
intentional community, formation and witness.

nazarene.ac.uk/introducing_inhabit
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programme. 

Choosing to Study at NTC for an MA
“I might be a bit of an outlier in that I was drawn 
to NTC primarily for its geographic location.” 
Samuel isn’t alone. Our campus is spread over 
3 acres with an upper lawn and lower meadow 
at the back overlooking the Mersey valley. The 
width of the spaces, surrounded by greenery, 
and the scents and colours of nature all make 
NTC an ideal place to be refreshed and inspired. 

NTC’s location in the UK piqued Samuel’s interest. 
He wanted to study abroad and found NTC’s 
lecturers to be well-qualified and engaging. “The 
United Kingdom felt like far enough to stretch 
me as an American but not so intimidating that 
I would feel completely out of my element since 
I came from a Nazarene university in California. 
It was only as my interest progressed that I 
realized I’d also want to try the largely different 
British education system and that the lecturers 
were all people I’d like to learn from.”

Being Drawn to the Inhabit Programme 
Samuel was largely drawn to the ancient spiritual 
practices Inhabit offers because he had already 
developed some of these spiritual practices 
in his American programme. “I was part of an 
emerging spiritual formation programme back 
in the States that draws from the monastic 
tradition to equip people in a variety of contexts. 
Inhabit felt like a way to continue that formation 
in community. I was particularly interested in 
how it was tied to the specific place of the 
campus. Because of the pandemic and other 
logistical reasons, the programme I was involved 
with in the States didn’t have any ‘home.’ Samuel 
emphasises just how much having a place 
mattered to him: “The sort of formation that 
these programs strive for benefit heavily from 
the stability, responsibility, and intimacy that 
comes with shared place.”

Three Streams of Inhabit
Inhabit is comprised of three streams – study, 

formation, and witness. The study stream is 
rather straight forward: students enrol in one of 
thirteen pathways for the MA in Theology. Their 
cohort develops common study rhythms, and, 
in time, students participate in teaching and 
research assistantships. Within the formation 
stream, students participate in a wide range 
of Christian spiritual disciplines: morning and 
evening prayer and contemplation and two 
spiritual pilgrimages as well as weekly society 
meetings. Finally, the witness stream focuses 
on students serving NTC and the greater 
Manchester community for 2-4 hours per week. 
Students partner with local churches and the 
chaplaincy team for tasks without and within 
the NTC community.

Of these three streams, Samuel has found 
himself within the study stream in these early 
days of the semester. Cheung says, “I am a part 
of the Prayer and Personhood class led by Dr. 
Jacob Lett. Diving into the deeply complicated 
mysteries of prayer and personhood through 
a wide range of readings spurred me to ask 
questions I never would have thought of 
before and reminded me of the wonder that 
prayer is and the miracle people are.” Samuel 
also shared how the study stream is trickling 
into practical works on campus. “Inhabit has 
taken responsibility for leading and facilitating 
morning prayer on campus. Each weekday 
morning, someone from the community leads 
a 15 minute prayer. This has ranged from silent 
contemplative practices to passionately singing 
worship music. As we begin rhythms of study, 
formation, and witness, we hope to work toward 
an integration of all three such that our study 
forms us to witness and our witness and study 
forms others.”

Please continue to keep Samuel and all our 
Inhabit students in your prayers. If you would 
like to learn more about the Inhabit one-year 
MA programme, please contact Dr Lett directly 
via jlett@nazarene.ac.uk with any informal 
enquiries.
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NTC Online
NTC Online is an exciting new initiative, designed for people who have an interest in learning more 
about the Bible, theology, church history, or ministry, but do not have the time, nor the need, to pursue 
a degree-level qualification.

Cost: £50 per course or £80 for both courses

Find out more at www.nazarene.ac.uk/ntconline
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All our recent public lectures including the 2022 Didsbury 

Lectures are available on YouTube.

Visit youtube.com/@ntcmanchester or scan the QR Code 

above to be taken directly to the Public Lectures playlist.

All recent public lectures.

All in one place.

All for no cost.
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REGISTER AND LEARN MORE AT 
www.ntcopendays.co.uk

NTC OPEN EVENTS
DISCOVER YOUR POTENTIAL

22ND NOVEMBER 2022

SAVE THE DATE
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Thinking about taking your 
next steps with NTC?

NTC Loyalty Bursary
If you have recently graduated from NTC and are thinking about 
studying an MA with us, you may be eligible for the NTC loyalty 
bursary. For more details and all the terms and conditions please 
contact: finance@nazarene.ac.uk

www.nazarene.ac.uk

Nazarene Theological College 
is an approved partner of the 
University of Manchester



Get in touch
Email
enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk

Telephone 
+44 (0)161 445 3063

Nazarene Theological College
Dene Road, Didsbury
Manchester, M20 2GU

Follow us at:

       ntcmanchester

       NTC_Manchester

       ntc_manchester

       Nazarene Theological College

For more information about our supportive, friendly learning 
community please visit:

www.nazarene.ac.uk


