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NTC Faculty and Staff enjoying the recent snowfall

Grace and Peace to you all!
This edition of the link describes so many elements
of the growth and life at NTC, that it’s quite staggering.
The breadth of our connection to various ministries,
missions, and the essential truth that we exist to serve
the church in creative, innovative and yet rooted ways
is visible. We wrestle with the deepest questions of the
age, helping men and women to prepare for a life of
passionate service to Christ. Questions are provoked
and asked, lives are shaped and challenged, hearts are
refined – and we are all changed by our lives together.
In fact, whenever I am asked to write about Nazarene
Theological College I have to pause and think – what
do I want to share with you the most? In all honesty,
if I could, I would simply write down a list of names
and then tell you the vignettes of their lives. The
heart of the college is – and always will be – people.
My colleagues are doing amazing things – from Dwight,
pastoring a church in Jerusalem on his Sabbatical
to Kent Brower, helping the leadership of Southern
Africa Nazarene University; from Peter, speaking in
corridors of power on behalf of faith-based colleges,
to Debi, diligently working to ensure that we are
aware of the changing dynamics in the world around

us – as well as finding funding for our projects; from
Maria Rosa masquerading as a housekeeper while
she trains for ministry and learns English, to Simona,
who operationalises our dreams; from Steve Wright,
who is writing a book as well as inspiring students in
theology to Joseph Wood, who is helping us extend
our reach internationally; from Louise Kenyon, taking
on the role of Assistant Dean and stretching herself in
new ways to lead and serve, to Alan Kenyon who
faithfully and diligently keeps us beautiful and safe…
And that’s less that a third of our team!
Can you see why I might think that NTC equals
people? That’s not to even mention the students –
from a whole range of backgrounds – who live and
work out their faith in the midst of this community.
I suppose, if I could have one hope for all you Link
readers, it would be that you would pray for us, that
as people we might be inspiring, leading, equipped
to serve the church –and that our passion of Christ’s
kingdom would be evident in all that we say, think
and do. We are a work in progress, and yet, God is
so persistently faithful to us – we are a people full of
thanks and eager to see where God will take us next.
God be with you…Deirdre

Kent Brower
Honoured with
the Dr. Hugh
Rae Lifetime
Achievement
Award

He always thought he would return to the Canadian
dairy farm where he grew up and be a farmer.
Dr. Kent Brower, Vice Principal of NTC, still loves his
family’s farm and the wide plains of Canada. While
working on his master’s degree, however, he found
he loved something else, too: theological study
that helps people develop and participate in
God’s mission.
He went on to complete his PhD at the University of
Manchester under Professor F.F. Bruce while teaching
and serving as Bursar and Dean of Students at NTC.
Then, in 1979, he returned to Canada to teach biblical
studies at Canadian Nazarene College, Winnipeg (now
Ambrose University, Calgary). In 1988, he came back
to NTC to be Academic Dean. In 2004, he was named
Vice Principal.
His lifetime of service to education, globally, in
the Church of the Nazarene was recognized by
the international denomination at the quadrennial
Eurasia Regional Conference in November 2015,
when he was presented with the Dr. Hugh Rae
Award for lifetime achievement in education.
The award is given once every four years, celebrating
“the faithful lives of those who have given themselves
sacrificially to their students and their service in
education,” said John Haines, Eurasia Region
Education Coordinator. It is named for a former,
long-time principal of NTC.
“It’s lovely to have affirmation from my colleagues
with whom I’ve worked for a long time on the region,”

“His vision is to help
the world to get
quality, credible,
Wesleyan higher
education. As he
always says: ‘Everyone
deserves higher
education equally’.”
Rev. Simon Jothi, Principal of
South Asia Nazarene Bible College

Brower said. “It’s good to celebrate the importance
of education in the life of the church. Education isn’t
seen as something additional, but an integral part of
how the Church is being the Church by looking after
the development of people, both for mission and also
developing them holistically. It’s helping them
become who they are created to be.”
During Brower’s 14 years as Dean at NTC, student
enrollment grew from 50 to more than 250, and
he helped to pioneer NTC’s affiliation, first with
the Council for National Academic Awards; then
with the University of Manchester, through which
the college awards bachelors’, masters’, and
PhD degrees. He recalls this as a highlight of his
contributions to the college. “Our documentation
became a model for several other institutions
going through the same process,” Brower said.

with Dr. Swanson and students from South Asia

Today, the college has a very wide reach, far
beyond England where the campus is situated.
NTC’s student body is inarguably international –
with current MA students from South Africa,
Lebanon, Malaysia, Zambia, Kenya, Europe,
Canada and the United States. The diversity
of PhD students is no different.
Brower also has been privileged to support sister
Nazarene colleges: South Asia Nazarene Bible
College (SANBC), with students in India, Pakistan,
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, and Eastern
Mediterranean Nazarene Bible College, serving
the Middle East. Brower was part of the team that
helped to develop a model of using the NTCManchester’s Master’s in Christian Holiness to
support faculty development at SANBC and
Nazarene Theological College-South Africa.
He also contributed to the development of South
Africa Nazarene University in Swaziland, advising
them and serving for several years as part-time
Pro Vice Chancellor for academics.
Brower was a natural to fill the role of chair of the
Church of the Nazarene’s International Board of
Education, which supervises the denomination’s
53 institutions of higher education around the
world. He has been chair since 2009.
Brower says that some of his most significant
pleasures come through supervising PhD students:
“It’s been an unbelievable thing for me to see the
quality of their work; it’s been outstanding. I’m
really proud of them.”
He believes the purpose of theological education
is to serve the church. “I learned from Dr. Hugh Rae,
for whom this award is named, how important it was
for faculty to be constantly and intimately engaged
with the local congregation, because our thinking is
related to what God is doing in His people, and if it
isn’t, it’s simply a conceit – self-serving.
“I treat my work as an opportunity through which I
might serve the people of God,” he said, of his
decision to choose academic leadership over life in
agriculture. “I do think I’ve been doing the right thing
and … God’s allowed me to have a place to use the gifts
he’s given me. It’s where I’ve had a chance to flourish
and I’m thankful for that.”

with the late Dr. Hugh Rae, former NTC Principal

The Art of Reconciliation

In his second letter to the church in Corinth, Paul
describes our “ministry of reconciliation” as carrying
the message of God’s reconciliation in Christ to the
world. But can we really imagine a reconciled world?
When we think of the many great rifts in the world,
and the immense suffering that arises from disputes,
do we really think of the church as the agency that
can heal these divisions? After all, isn’t the church
itself suffering from internal disputes, sectarianism,
and conflict? What we are really asking here is, can
we live by hope?
Perhaps a brief excursion into the world of art
might help us think through this problem. Creativity
sees the world as it is not. By adding to the world,
reordering the world, the artist shows a dissatisfaction
with the current state of affairs. The true artist is a
malcontent. I think that we find an analogy here with
the activity of the church. The church’s activity is
moderated by the possibility that the world might
be different, that the peace of Christ might truly
reign. Rowan Williams explains, “The Church and
the world will never completely coincide. We live in
hope, and to the extent we live in hope, we also live
in creative dissatisfaction.”
Christian hope entails a supreme imaginative exercise.
We must ask, can we imagine the reign of peace and
the end of conflict? Thomas Merton wrote that it is the
unique task of the Christian to “make the thought of
peace once again seriously possible.” A commitment
to peace—the resolution of conflicts, the overcoming
of divisions—is often seen as hopelessly naive. And
yet, Christianity prays to one it calls the “Prince of
Peace” in the hope and anticipation of reconciliation
between God and the world and between us and
our neighbours.
Christianity can have no part in the fatalistic
pessimism that accepts conflict as the essential
framework of reality, nor does it have any part
in the dew-eyed optimism of idealism. Christian
hope must never be confused with mere optimism.
Optimism suggests that the bad is not that bad, on

balance. But the Christian sees nothing balanced
about prejudice or suffering. As G. K. Chesterton
remarked, the Christian must be neither an optimist
nor a pessimist. Rather, the Christian must hate
the world enough to change it, but love it enough
to think it worth changing. This is what we call hope.
Just as the artist is summoned to spill pigment
on a canvas, or patiently drip poetry onto the
page, we are called to imagine the world
differently. Looking to the future, we live by
what we are not; we live by faith, not by sight.
John Wesley thought that we are never so
imperfect that God cannot now make us what
we are not. No situation is ever beyond hope.
A focus on our future with God enables the
Christian to avoid the polar dangers of despair
and apathy when faced with conflict. Instead,
we live by a dogged and resourceful hope.
The Christian gospel speaks of God’s final
reconciliation that occurs in Christ, when
all enmities are put to rest. And it is our task
now to imagine that future. God calls us to
act as though we were already that which
we are not: to act as one body, spotless and
blameless, in witnessing to the divine work
of reconciliation. By the gospel we are
enabled to live in “creative dissatisfaction”
with the world. Shunning naive optimism
and cynical pessimism, we live by hope.

Dr. Steve Wright
Lecturer in Christian Theology
and Wesley Studies at NTC

Book recommendation from Rev. Trevor Hutton, Lecturer in Evangelism and Church Development at NTC
Transform Your Church: 50 Very Practical Steps by Paul Beasley Murray
(Leicester: IVP, first published 2005)
“A practical book with lots of ideas and suggestions to help the church develop its life and health.”

Our New Look

Our journey with NTC began a year ago, when we
were appointed to review and refresh the college’s
brand identity.
A brand identity is an expression of how you feel
on the inside – whether you study at NTC, work
there, or are part of their extended community. We
wanted to reflect the way NTC feels, by changing
the way it looks.
To immerse ourselves into the NTC brand, we held
workshops with NTC’s senior management team
and students. We discovered that NTC is visionary,
dynamic and faith driven. We learnt about the NTC
community and the friendly learning environment
that helps students to flourish academically.

Visionary
Community
Academic
Friendly
Dynamic
Learning
Creative
In Holdens’ workshops with NTC leadership and
students, these are the frequent keywords that
were used to describe the college, which helped
to shape the new brand identity.

The identity we’ve created is reminiscent of the
journey students make at NTC. They begin as a seed,
and through joining the college, that seed is planted.
Their students’ faith and ability grows as they are
nurtured by the people around them: academics,
students, friends, alumni.
It’s a cycle that will always continue, and the mark we’ve
created reflects this in a visionary and dynamic way.
NTC has been a special project for us to work on. It
was first introduced to us by our copywriter, Michele
Milliken – who many of you had the great honour of
knowing through her involvement with the church.
When we lost Michele last year, we lost a dear and
important member of our team and family. The
opportunity to work with NTC – a project she was
hugely passionate about – has been emotional,
rewarding and healing.
We’re about to embark on the next phase of our
journey with NTC, and Michele’s integrity, skill and love
will continue to influence everything that we create.

The Holdens Team

Prayer Calendar
April

1st week

2nd week

Please pray for
our students as they
are working on their
final essays and
studying for exams

Forge Mission event
(8th-10th)
NYUK Houseparty
(15th-17th)

Equip Youth course
(22nd-23rd)

3rd week

God Loves Science
event (23rd)

May

Undergraduate
intensive classes
(3rd-6th)
Governors meetings
(6th-7th)

Undergraduate
intensive classes
(9th-13th)

Ministers’ Summer
School (16th-19th),
Prayers for a time of
fellowship, growth,
spiritual engagement

June

Further time of study
for our postgraduate
students

NTC’s Theology
Conference (11th)
MWRC Lecture
& Colloquium
(14th-15th)

PhD study period, with
students from around
the world, together at
NTC

Art Retreat (23rd)

4th week

End of the spring
semester, students
prepare for summer
jobs, placements,
and final year
students finish
their courses.

MA intensives and
study period

The college’s finance
office preparing for
the end of the financial
year accounts

July

August

Sept

Oct

God Loves Media event
(2nd)

Summer abroad
students travel home

The college preparing
for the arrival of
new students

Students adjusting
to new classes and
responsibilities

Faculty travelling
to go to conferences
and speak in churches

Please pray for
our faculty, for rest
and refreshment in
the break before the
next term

Students moving
in to residence
halls. Prayers for a
safe, loving, caring,
respectful community.

Graduation! (15th)
Prayers for our
graduates as they
move forward with
employment, ministry,
and further study

Prayers for those
students who
are applying late
- for changes in
circumstances and
financial needs

Orientation and
the start of a new
academic year

NYUK Houseparty
(21st-23rd)

Masters’ degree
dissertations due

Please pray for
our new and
returning students

Didsbury Lectures
(24th-27th)

Students arrive from
the US to study
at NTC for a
summer term

Please pray for our
wonderful volunteers
who come from
around the world to
support NTC

NTC Collaborates with SSCM to
Offer Courses in Glasgow

Two NTC courses will now be delivered in Scotland
From September of 2016 (pending final validation),
NTC will be extending delivery of two of our University
of Manchester validated awards, one BA and one MA,
to Scotland, to be offered through the Scottish School
of Christian Mission (SSCM) in Glasgow.
The undergraduate course being offered is our
placement-based Theology: Youth & Community
BA degree course. This will allow Scottish students
admitted on to the course to study with SSCM, based
in the Gallowgate area of Glasgow’s east end.
The postgraduate course that is being offered
through this collaboration is the MA in Theology
(Urban Mission), which recognises the key
commitment of both NTC and SSCM to the
urban context, as well as both institutions’
engagement with the Church in the city. The
MA will be delivered across both the Manchester
and Glasgow sites, as well as other cities by
distance study.
About SSCM
SSCM was launched in July 2015, as a successor
to International Christian College (ICC)–a place
with a rich history, going back to 1892 when it was
founded as the Bible Training Institute. The transition
from ICC to SSCM came from their desire to build
upon the legacy and expertise of their history and
dedication of equipping Christians, while recognising
that society has changed and the training methods
needed to evolve.
SSCM aims to equip the church to respond effectively
to the missional challenges and opportunities that
are in Scotland. They hope to do this through the
provision of training and education in youth and
community work, urban ministry, and pioneer and
missional leadership.
SSCM is also the home to ‘Neopolis’, the Scottish
Centre for Theology and Ministry in an Urban World.
The core team who will be delivering the NTC courses
in Scotland are SSCM Vice-Principal, Graeme McMeekin;
Principal, Richard Tiplady; and Wes White, lecturer and
Centre Coordinator of Neopolis, along with specialists
in each subject area from NTC.
The Power of Partnership
NTC and SSCM have a shared desire to work
collaboratively to resource the Church throughout
the UK. This collaboration builds on shared strengths

L-R: Wes White, Graeme McMeekin, Richard Tiplady

“This new partnership
ensures that students
in Scotland can gain a
professionally accredited
youth and community work
degree whilst theologically
reflecting upon their work.
Such training can make a
big difference in how the
Church can engage with,
and support, young people
in an evermore complex
and perplexing world.”
Graeme McMeekin, SSCM Vice-Principal

between the institutions. It makes sense to work
together and cast our nets wider in order to offer
an awarding degree that carries both academic
and professional validation both north and south
of the border.
Additionally, the youth programme builds on a
shared history of professionally-validated youth
work and ministry training both at NTC and at
ICC, and anticipates awarding a degree that
carries academic (University of Manchester) and
professional validation (JNC and CLD Scotland).
Changes to the NTC team
In addition to this exciting new collaboration, our
own team based in Manchester is changing as well.
Louise Kenyon has stepped down as the Coordinator
of the Theology: Youth and Community course, as
she has recently taken on the roles of Assistant Dean
and Marketing Liaison Coordinator for NTC.
However, we are pleased to announce that Alia Pike
has been appointed as the new Manchester-based
coordinator of the Theology: Youth and Community
course. Alia has worked in a range of youth work
and ministry settings and brings with her a wealth of

Gwen Mason is remaining in her position as the
Placement Manager for the students on the Youth
and Community course and Practical Theology
course. Furthermore, practitioners who work with
us as adjunct lecturers—Kate Barclay, Helen Gatenby,
and Jonny Wineberg—are continuing to help us
deliver our classes.
If you’re interested in applying for either of these
courses offered by NTC & SSCM, please get
in touch by emailing the NTC Academic Office:
enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk

“A Better Investment: why leaving
a legacy is more than just
theologically sound”
I’ve recently read an article by Gordon
Wright in November/December issue of
Idea Magazine with the above title that
really caught my attention. Gordon states
that he is “increasingly convinced that
ordinary people, by leaving a legacy in
their lifetime, can achieve extraordinary
outcomes after their day”.
This reminded me of when I first started
working for NTC, over ten years ago; there
was a legal requirement to update and
install a new fire alarm system, throughout
the campus. The cost was astronomical
and we simply did not have the funds.
The Fire Safety Enforcement Officer had
the authority to close down the College if
we did not comply with these regulations.
Miraculously, a legacy came into fruition
around the same time, which literally
saved the day.
This may sound boring and unromantic,
but how amazing that an ordinary person,
leaving a legacy, which was used for ordinary
everyday running of a building, enabling the
College to continue educating, equipping
and shaping ordinary people who in turn
are serving the global Church. What an
extraordinary outcome after their day.

Alia Pike, our new Youth and Community course coordinator

experience that will enhance the running and further
development of the course.
She has already shared some of this with our students
as she has worked for a number of years as a Practice
Tutor on this course and alongside Alastair Jones and
Louise in delivering and assessing the Equip: Youth
Work Practice course at NTC.

We know that God loves a cheerful giver
(2 Corinthians 9:7) but giving can be a huge
challenge dependent on cash flow and other
commitments. It may therefore make good
sense to consider leaving a gift in your will.
Leaving a proportion of your estate, however
small or large, could benefit the future of the
College and Church in astonishing ways. Did
you know that a gift in a will to a charity is
free of inheritance tax? It’s certainly given me
food for thought and what an investment!

Debi Green, Director of Development and HR

MCSCI Conference at NTC

Fifty people, primarily from Greater Manchester,
UK, participated in the Manchester Centre for the
Study of Christianity and Islam’s (MCSCI) first
major conference, “Evangelical Responses to
Islamic Revival” on 7-9 January.

The event concluded with a panel that answered
questions and facilitated group discussion.
For more extensive coverage of the conference,
please visit the news section of our website:
www.nazarene.ac.uk

Planning for the conference began several years
ago, against the backdrop of the Arab Spring and
growing Syrian refugee crisis, the expulsion of
Middle Eastern Christians and the spread of
fundamentalist religious ideology.
The objective was to “inspire and resource Christians
in their engagement with Muslims,” said Rev. Canon
Phil Rawlings, co-director of MCSCI along with Dr.
Dwight Swanson, Old Testament and Second Temple
Judaism specialist for NTC, where the conference
was hosted.
The conference attracted a wide range of interested
participants, from a lay person hosting several Muslim
women in her home, to local church pastors, theology
students and workers from numerous denominations
and the third sector charitable organizations.
Though their backgrounds were varied, most said
they were seeking to better understand people of
the Muslim faith, and how to interact with them
and serve them in meaningful ways.
Pastor Kirsten Jeffery, a pastor at Longsight Church
of the Nazarene, said that she attended because,
“we have a large community of Muslims around us
but we don’t have very much contact with them at
all.” She was seeking ways to equip the church to
better reach out to these neighbours. She said the
networking proved valuable for her work.
Hilary Jones, from the charity Interserve, said,
“There’s so many new mosques and diversification,
we’re in constant dialogue and debate with the
Muslim community. I’m learning such a lot.” And
the conference wrestled with what all this means
for evangelical Christians living side by side with
Muslims, particularly in the West.
Most participants said the event was helping
to equip them in their desire to have positive
relationships and serve Muslims in their areas.
Kaleem Ejaz, from Pioneers UK, said, he attended
to “learn about different kinds of Muslims and their
faith and practice so we can help them according
to their need.”

Conference
Speakers
Martin Accad
From the Institute for Middle
Eastern Studies in Beirut
Addressed the opportunity of hospitality
presented to the West as millions of
refugees flee the turmoil in the Middle
East to seek safety and peace.
Dr. Michael Lodahl
Professor of Theology and World Religions
at Point Loma Nazarene University
Led a seminar in which participants
discussed how and whether to engage
with the Qur’an when talking with
Muslims about faith.
Salim Munayer
Director of Musalaha
Led a seminar on reconciliation,
particularly among Palestinians
and Israelis.
Dr. Phil Lewis
Lately retired as Lecturer in Peace
Studies at Bradford University
Described the complexities of
assimilating Muslims in Britain
over one or more generations.

Alumni Profile:
Shin-Ichi Ozu

When Shin-Ichi Ozu left Japan to study theology at
Nazarene Theological College-Manchester, his mind
was blown – and disturbed.
He had been raised in the evangelical Japanese Church,
where what Wesleyans refer to as “the second work of
grace” is widely taught and emphasized as a dramatic
momentary experience.
But when he came to NTC, lecturers and other
students were also talking about something new
to him: “relational holiness,” which is understood
as the on-going, lifetime holiness journey of daily
surrender to God through continued, deepening
spiritual growth.
Although Shin-Ichi grew up in a Christian family and
was raised in church, he says he was rebellious and
rejected its teaching. He became so withdrawn from
family and society that before he was a teenager, he
had attempted suicide three times. Yet, at the age
of 25, it was the catalyst of a failing engagement
that turned him back to God. While visiting his
mother’s church, he repented of his sin and
accepted Christ’s forgiveness.
After that, his spiritual journey led him to the
moment he was taught by his church to expect:
“When I was 35 years old, I had this experience
of ‘second blessing,’ and the Holy Spirit filled me.
Because I had this experience, [I thought] it should
be the only correct way of sanctification.”
It was a shock when, in 1997, he arrived at NTC
where he heard about relational holiness for the
first time. And not everyone described their
experience of entire sanctification the same way
he knew it.
“At first I thought, ‘Oh, these Nazarene people are
quite imperfect people because no one has a clear
experience of second blessing,’” he says. Discouraged
in his first semester, Shin-Ichi thought he had made a
mistake in choosing NTC.
The late Revd Gordon Thomas changed his mind.
Thomas, a lecturer in biblical studies, invested time
in conversation with Shin-Ichi, supporting the young
man as he wrestled with his questions.
“He was a marvelous man, he was quite brave and
never feared to tell the truth. Every Thursday
afternoon I went to his room and talked about these

things and actually he changed my theology, my
life, my career.”
Shin-Ichi began to realize that what he had been
taught and what he experienced regarding holiness
was not the only way that God brings holiness to all
of His people. As Shin-Ichi explored this, he felt he
must bring this awareness of differing theological
perspectives of holiness back to Japanese churches.
He graduated from NTC with a BA in 1999, and
an MA in 2002. He then went on to pastor a
church in Japan for the past 14 years. It is a
challenging cultural context for Christians, who
make up under 1% of the population of Japan.
“Japan is called ‘the tomb of missionaries’,”
Shin-Ichi said. “Some people think that after
30 years, Japanese Christians will have vanished.
But some pastors are thinking a different way,
and try to find how God works in Japan. I think
God works through us, not mainly through our
preaching, but through how we live as Christians.”
Shin-Ichi says he is teaching his congregation that
the church is where they can practice how to love
one another, how to be patient, kind, forgive others
when they are hurt, how to overlook mistakes and
accept differences, and how to confront sin with
love. When they understand how to do this with
each other, then they can extend this love to
people in their families and in society.
He also reads the Bible with his neighbors on
Saturday mornings. The texts of his lessons for
these meetings were published in two volumes
and reprinted three times. He also coordinated
the Japanese translation and publication of The
Story of God, a book by Dr. Michael Lodahl, that
Shin-Ichi had as a textbook at NTC. It has been
adopted as a textbook in at least two Japanese
theological colleges.
“NTC changed almost everything about me. My
living, preaching and teaching are furthermore
joyful and less legalistic. I am trying to spread
NTC way of thinking all over.”
To read more stories from NTC Alumni, visit
our website: www.nazarene.ac.uk

Nazarene Theological College
Your future starts here.

NTC Graduation
15 October 2016

www.nazarene.ac.uk

Didsbury Lectures
24 -27 October 2016
Michael Gorman

Becoming like God: Missional
Theosis in the New Testament

Ministers’ Summer School
Renew with
Calvin Samuel
Gerard Kelly
Helen Cameron

16-19 May 2016

