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A Graduation Ceremony at NTC is not just a local event.  It is a 
global celebration – a coming-together of students from many 
places, by many means, before they scatter out again, over the 
country and over the world, to serve the Church and the world in 
myriad ways.

This year’s graduating class includes students from fourteen 
countries, spread across four continents. We wish they could all be 
in Manchester to receive their awards – but we will celebrate with 
them, wherever they are.

This year’s class includes the first graduates of NTC’s MA partnership 
with NTC -South Africa, in Muldersdrift ... three MA graduates, who 
are ministers, but who also serve as teachers for NTC-SA in South 
Africa and in Zambia.  Funded by generous partners, and supported 
by the Africa Region, this initiative has seen NTC faculty travel to 
South Africa to teach a cohort of ten students. It’s hard to pick just 
one story to tell: one graduate, Chisomo Sakala, is an associate 
pastor in Lusaka, Zambia; he helps coordinate the Jesus film 
ministry; and he works with the District Superintendent to 
coordinate the Theology Extension School in Zambia that is 
resourced by NTC-SA. Pray for him, and his family.

GRADUATION AT  
NTC-MANCHESTER:  
A GLOBAL 
CELEBRATION

One of our Certificate graduates from the UK, Robson Dodd, 
combined his studies with an entrepreneurial vision for coffee- 
bar ministry, working as part of ‘The Melting Munch’ in Ashton.   
Over the summer he travelled to the US, where he connected  
with other coffee-related ministers and worked with community 
outreach in Oklahoma City.  Now, furthering his studies in Glasgow, 
he’s working with ‘Blend,’ a new coffee-shop mission in Paisley  
(and plans on continuing part-time NTC studies). We’ll miss his 
pop-up coffee shops on campus – if we look caffeine-deprived,  
you’ll know why.

There are five research degree graduates this year – three PhD’s,  
and two MPhil’s.  They come from Russia, Korea, Kenya, South  
Africa, and the USA.  One of them – Olga Druzhinina – is based  
in St Petersburg, Russia, and is part of the teaching team for 
European Nazarene College in Russia, Ukraine, Albania, Bulgaria, 
Armenia, and Kazakhstan (to mention just a few!), as well as being  
a translator and editor. Pray for Olga, and her husband Alexei, in 
their work, in difficult conditions.CHISOMO SAKALA

OLGA DRUZHININA

ROBSON
DODD
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Dr. Howard Snyder, who recently agreed to fill the role of visiting 
director of the Manchester Wesley Research Centre, is taking on 
primary leadership until January 2017. He is stepping forward while 
the current director, Dr. Geordan Hammond, pursues research on 
George Whitefield’s correspondence.

Hailing from Kentucky, in the United States, Snyder is a prominent 
Wesleyan scholar with a strong interest in what Wesley has to say 
about revivals and renewal movements, as well as urban ministry.

Snyder first felt a call to Christian ministry when he was in high 
school, and believed that would lead him into cross-cultural 
missions, partly because his parents had been missionaries to  
the Dominican Republic at the time of his birth.

To prepare for his calling, Snyder attended Asbury Theological 
Seminary, graduating in 1966. During college he met his wife,  
Janice, who shared his sense of calling to serve cross-culturally. 
While in seminary, they applied to the Free Methodist Church’s 
mission board. The board recommended that the couple first gain 
experience in ministry domestically, so he accepted a position as a 
local pastor in Detroit, Michigan. Two years later, in 1968, they  
were sent to São Paulo, Brazil, to teach and to pastor local churches.

In 1975, Snyder felt God was calling him to accept a position in 
men’s ministry at a Free Methodist Church headquarters in Winona 
Lake, Indiana. The work allowed him to enroll in doctoral studies 
with the University of Notre Dame, where he researched Methodism 
and renewal movements, in which he had a growing interest.

“I think having grown up in the Free Methodist Church and the 
holiness movement, I knew about [John] Wesley, but I hadn’t really 
read Wesley much firsthand. So when I got reading his sermons, I 
discovered there was much broader and deeper theology there  
than I was aware of.”

He began to write. He published his first theological book, The 
Problem of Wineskins, in 1975, followed in 1979 with The 
Community of the King.

In 1980, they moved to Chicago to get involved in inner city  
ministry. He continued writing, with his book, The Radical Wesley  
and Patterns for Church Renewal, influenced by his studies under 
Mennonite scholar John Howard Yoder at Notre Dame. His 1989 
book, Signs of the Spirit: How God Reshapes the Church is based  
on his dissertation.

His writing, which has spanned his entire career (he’s published  
22 books and contributed to 19 others), comes out of what he  
calls a “dynamism of that ferment” of having experienced cross-
cultural ministry in Brazil, inner city ministry in the urban spaces of 
America, and his studies of Wesley and his writings. Being raised in 
the Free Methodist Church, Snyder says the denomination has long 
emphasised and had an expectation of revival, often understood  
in terms of personal renewal. 
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“As I got studying Wesley, I was very interested in the dynamics of 
Wesleyanism as a movement, and the whole question of movement 
dynamics and the degree of impact they can have on persons, 
society, culture and globally, in fact. So I think it was partly a 
personal concern in my own spiritual development, but also my 
concern about the church.

“I have a typology of renewal movements. I’m very much interested 
in the way God works to renew the Church at several levels,” he says. 
“I have a chapter on personal renewal, community/corporate renewal 
and structural renewal, theological renewal, and missional renewal. 
The point of that is the work of the Spirit in renewing the Church is 
a broad, multifaceted reality, it seems to me. We can learn things 
from early Methodism and other renewal movements. The point is 
not to copy today what somebody else did before, but to ask, ‘what 
are the principles that are applicable today and open the church in 
new ways to the Spirit?’.”

In 1988 Snyder transitioned from pastoral ministry to teaching when 
he accepted a position as professor at United Theological Seminary 
in Dayton, Ohio. He taught there until 1996 when he joined the 
faculty at Asbury seminary. He retired in 2006.

VISITING MWRC 
DIRECTOR, HOWARD 
SNYDER: THE STUDY 
AND PRACTICE OF 
WESLEY’S TEACHINGS

But, retirement isn’t about sitting idle, to Snyder. It’s about 
ministering in new ways with less imposed structure. So from  
2007 to 2012, he served part-time as Chair of Wesley Studies at 
Tyndale Seminary in Toronto. 

Although Snyder has spent most of his career in academic settings, 
he believes there can be a danger in academia to get lost in theory 
and concepts.

“This is where I find Wesley and the Methodist movement so 
instructive, because Wesley was constantly learning theologically 
and developing theologically, but always in the service of ministry 
and his passion for preaching the gospel to the poor,” Snyder said.  
“There’s much to be gained by the study of history and the study of 
the scripture and the study of Christian doctrine, as well as other 
disciplines. On the other side, those who are in the academy need to 
learn from what is actually going on in the people that are doing  
the evangelism and church planting and discipleship ministries. The 
challenge is always to bridge—and to some degree break down—this 
distinction between theology and practice.”

The Manchester Wesley Research Centre has an important role,  
he says, in stimulating Wesley studies by people from around the 
world, many of whom are also actively involved in practical ministry. 
He noted that there is an energy found when people from diverse 
cultural contexts and areas of ministry study Wesley, not only as an 
intellectual pursuit, but out of a concern for discipleship and the 
work of the Spirit.

Snyder is carrying out the duties of MWRC director by distance with 
periods of residence in Manchester. He was at NTC in June, and will 
return again in January 2016.
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you! 

As I write this, it’s the time of year when there’s a flurry of  
endings and beginnings for Nazarene Theological College.  
Endings that are profound: our students graduating, grappling  
with the changes in their lives that the summer has brought.  
This year, both loss and moments of joy have woven in and out  
of our life in community, shaping us, forming us into the men  
and women that we are called to be. 

In some ways, this end-of-year-beginning-of-year rhythm is  
merged together for us. In September, no sooner have we  
registered new students (our largest undergraduate intake in  
our 70+ year history begins this year, we’re delighted!) and 
continuing students, than we get ready for our October  
Graduation celebration. As a college we get used to this –  
a gathering of people we learn to love: teaching, learning,  
growing in faith, wisdom, maturity – and then after years of  
work, discipline, study, focus, being scattered all over the world  
to influence and change communities. Our students are part of 
transforming the world! 

Of course, in many ways the triumph of each student – achieving 
more than they’d imagined they could – and the sending them  
from us to fulfil their life’s call is what we long for! The whole  
idea of Graduation for all of us at NTC is a God-centred  
community celebration – not just celebrating academic  
achievement; it also represents hours of working, thinking,  
teaching, grading, creative support, ensuring access to learning, 
sitting together, worshipping alongside each other, dealing with 
regulations and fundraising, drains and buildings, libraries,  
archives and meals. The tip of the iceberg processes down the  
aisle at graduation – the rest undergirds us.  You undergird us. 

Over this year as a community we’ve said farewell – fondly – to 
retired lecturer David Rainey, and wished him well as he continues 
his ministry in a range of places. And we’ve mourned, with aching 
hearts as much loved Governor, Ruth Ross, tragically died. Both  
of these leaders left indelible marks on our community – and we 
have been formed by their contributions. We have wept together  
as students face challenges that seemed insurmountable, and 
rejoiced together when God has been revealed as comforter and 
sustainer, provider of sufficient grace for each day. In all of these 
times we have learned more of what it means to be a beloved 
community, serving, caring, nurturing and supporting each other.  
And blessing one another as we go. 

Can you tell I’m emphasising community? Both the one that  
gathers at times like graduation, the one that forms in registration, 
the one that is distant from us in learning centres in Glasgow, 
Belfast, Preston and Poole, and the wider church community that 
faithfully prays for us, shows interest in us, sends us students,  
trusts us with learning, gives us gifts of money, time, and wisdom!  
How can I express how thankful we are as a college for you – our 
wider community? Thank you. You are part of us.  

LETTER FROM  
THE PRINCIPAL,
REV. DR. DEIRDRE
BROWER LATZ

INTERESTED IN TAKING AN NTC CLASS, 
BUT DON’T LIVE IN MANCHESTER? 

We have UK Learning Centres based in Belfast, Glasgow, Preston,  
and Cornwall. Find out more by visiting our website: 

nazarene.ac.uk/partners/ntc-learning-centres

RUTH ROSS  
MEMORIAL 

SCHOLARSHIP
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Beginning next academic year, Ruth 
Ross’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Packard, 
are giving a memorial scholarship for 
five years in honour of Ruth’s life and 
her contributions to the church, the 

college, and wider community that she 
served. We know that the recipients 
will be blessed beyond measure by 

this generous act.



“ “
At home, in Beirut Lebanon, Nabil Habiby is the student supervisor  
at the Nazarene Evangelical School, located in the neighborhood  
of Sin el Fil. The school provides a Christian education to more than 
200 children from age 4 to 15. Just on the border with the slums  
of northern Beirut, the school’s student population is evenly divided 
between Muslim and Christian children of various denominations.

Nabil provides discipline as well as spiritual teaching for the 
students, which includes organizing chapels and teaching Bible 
classes. As a result, he spends much of his time helping Muslim 
students to understand principles in the Bible through telling its 
stories. Such interaction requires some understanding of the  
Muslim students’ religious beliefs. 

That has led to his interest in religious understandings of purity, 
since purity plays such a large role in the beliefs of both Islam  
and Christianity.

Having completed an MA in Theology through NTC, he is now 
undertaking his PhD, focusing on purity issues in the New  
Testament book of Mark.

“In all the current research on purity, there are still many questions 
on purity and the relationship between purity and holiness,” Habiby 
says. “I’m hoping to do a narrative study of Mark to find out how 
Jesus dealt with impurity, hoping that this research will help solve 
the broader questions of impurity in the field right now.”

He believes that to look at Jesus’ actions in the gospel books will 
reveal ways that He breaks boundaries associated with purity.

Habiby says that purity issues are prevalent in the Middle East.  
Being heavily involved with his local church’s ministry to the Syrian 
refugees who have flooded Lebanon, he has seen how ideas about 
impurity can sometimes prevent people of different religions from 
relating to one another. 

“The recent Syrian crisis has forced us to start thinking about the 
other, and what does it mean to be a church among different people, 
among different religions.” 4

Once his PhD is completed, he would like to expand his studies to 
Islam, to understand how this religion views purity and then 
compare and contrast purity in the two religions.

Habiby is visiting NTC this summer for the research intensives that 
NTC offers every June for postgraduate students. It is Habiby’s sixth 
visit to the college for research.

He chose NTC because he could conduct his research part-time from 
Lebanon. 

The thing here is they 
don’t give you answers 

or tell you how to 
think, but they open 

doors for you

PHD STUDENT PROFILE:
NABIL HABIBY

“So I don’t have to come here for long-term,” he explained, “and 
because I work back home.”

“I like the quality in terms of partnering with the University of 
Manchester,” he went on. “I like the people here, and the lecturers, 
and the whole spirit of the place. It’s very academic, and at the same 
time it’s very ministry and church oriented. It’s hard to find that.”

Having a Bachelor’s degree in English, when he began his MA in 
Theology, it was new territory for him. He says the lecturers and 
supervisors were very supportive and patient while he learned the 
theological “jargon”. 

“The thing here is they don’t give you answers or tell you how to 
think, but they open doors for you, so through the discussions inside 
class and outside class my mind was open to the possibilities of 
research and education in this field. I’m very thankful for that.”

Because of the hectic nature of his work in Beirut, between long 
hours at the school and evenings and weekends supporting refugee 
families who are struggling to adjust to a new culture and survive 
without jobs or education for their children, coming to the quiet 
suburb of Didsbury to study and reflect is a welcome break for 
Habiby.

“It’s always very refreshing. I look forward to my visits from year to 
year.”

Noting that there is a lack of evangelical leaders in the Middle East 
who have degrees in higher education, Habiby hopes that in the 
future he can teach theology in the Middle East.



“
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As pastor of the University Church of the Nazarene at Africa 
Nazarene University (ANU) in Nairobi, Kenya, Gift Mtukwa receives 
visits from many people in the church and the surrounding area  
who hope the church will give them something.  

“Every Sunday I would leave the pulpit and people would say,  
‘Pastor, I don’t have this, I don’t have that,’” he says.

He sees it as a mindset of dependence. His pastoral team, which 
includes three other part-time pastors, is trying to engender in the 
people the ability to solve their own problems and care for their  
own needs, and then mature to the point where they are oriented 
toward helping others.

Through Mtukwa’s experiences with the culture of dependence 
around the church, he decided to study the theology of work for  
his PhD thesis. The thesis will center on 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-15,  
in which Paul says that people who do not work should not eat,  
and discourages idleness.

“I’m asking the question: is there more to what Paul is saying than 
just to provide for themselves? What role does work play, what role 
does it play in his theology, in the life of the community of faith?”

Mtukwa observed that even when the church partakes in 
communion, the bread and wine are products of human labor,  
which is brought before the Lord as an offering, and then shared 
among the people of God. 

“We are working because God has worked,” Mtukwa said. “We  
know we spend a lot of our time at work. To an extent we have  
only concentrated on what it means to be the people of God when 
we have gathered, but what does it mean when it is Monday and  
we are going to work?”

Originally from Zimbabwe, Mtukwa felt a call to ministry after he 
found Christ as a young adult. He moved to Kenya to pursue his 
bachelor’s degree in Theology at Africa Nazarene University in 2002. 
He graduated in 2005, and then continued with an MA in Religion.

In 2008, he was part of a team to plant the church at ANU for the 
surrounding community. There were chapel services held at the 
campus when school was in session, but when the students were 
gone on breaks, there was no church body for the community. 
Mtukwa serves as the lead pastor of the congregation which 
averages close to 200 people for worship. He also joined the  
ANU faculty as a lecturer in the religion department in 2007.

In 2012, he enrolled at NTC for an MA in Theology and Biblical 
Studies, which helped him adjust to the British educational system. 
Soon after he completed his MA programme, he began his PhD.

Solid, well-grounded theological education is critical to the future  
of the church in Africa, he says. That’s his motivation for teaching 
and studying in higher education.

“If the church is actually growing in Africa as the missiologists say, 
my question is what kind of Christianity will that be? Is it going to 
be biblical Christianity or something else?”

Mtukwa says that syncretism is a problem in Africa – people mix 
different pagan rituals and beliefs with the gospel. There are also 
cults which have taken root and deceived many. Mtukwa knows 
these dangers personally. As a new believer, he went out into his  
city looking to buy his first Bible. He found a bookseller peddling 
Bibles, and he bought one and began studying it fervently. Then a 
Christian friend saw it and explained that it was a Watchtower  
Bible, published by the Jehovah’s Witnesses, a cult. His friend  
went and found him a Christian Bible to study.

“I want people to embrace biblical Christianity rather than 
Christianity mixed with traditional beliefs that are not centered  
on the Bible. I want to train people to read the Bible and to teach  
it to their communities, and have their lives changed and those  
that they teach as well.”

PHD STUDENT PROFILE:
GIFT MTUKWA

“...we have only 
concentrated on what it 
means to be the people 
of God when we have 

gathered, but what 
does it mean when it 
is Monday and we are 

going to work?



• The Principal’s project: £10,928.51 for the renovation of Dene Cottage, enabling us to offer a guest suite for Pastors’ 
sabbatical, faculty exchange housing, and guest housing (photos on the opposite page of this summer’s work!).

• General gifts and donations: £11,120.53
• Student scholarships: £22,913.42
• Student support: £15,090 
• Student hardship fund: £1,041
• Alumni and events: £3,127
• MCSCI: £15,250
• Gift Aid: £4,553 

An impressive grand total of £84,023.46! We are so grateful for these gifts and it is our hope that we can increase funding in each of the 
above areas. On the opposite page, there is a list of the specific projects we are working toward in the coming year. If you would like to 
support us by making a donation, please be assured that your gifts, whatever their size, are deeply appreciated. For example, an ongoing 
monthly gift of £30, £10, £5, or £3--or if you are in the position to do so, a single gift of £100, £50 or £10--would have a real impact and 
allow us to plan ahead for future years. And, of course, you’re always welcome to give a gift in the thousands, or to leave a legacy to the 
college in your will! To donate, please visit our website online www.nazarene.ac.uk, call our Finance Office to make arrangements or write  
a cheque to Nazarene Theological College and send to the ‘Finance Office’, NTC, Dene Road, Didsbury, Manchester, M20 2GU.

Thank you so much for your support, especially your prayers and love for the College.  
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“I probably wouldn’t be here  
if it wasn’t for the College. I  

came here as an alcoholic. On  
the way to a pub 8 months ago I 
received an email from the Dean  

saying how well I was doing in my 
college work. That message encouraged 
me so much that I walked into the pub 
and ordered a diet coke and with help 

from others associated with the College,  
I haven’t touched alcohol since.” 

— 1st year undergraduate student 2014-15 — 

“Being at NTC has changed my life and  
my whole way of thinking. It has been  
an amazing life changing experience, 

teaching me how to be less judgemental 
and how to value myself.  Words cannot 

express my thanks to NTC enough.” 
— 1st year undergraduate student 2014-15 —

“Thank you for opening up a new world  
of discovery and learning.  The experience 

has been wonderfully life changing.” 
— MA student 2014-15 —

Let me introduce myself: my name is Debi Green and I was previously 
the Operations Manager at NTC, and have recently been appointed 
as the College’s Director of Development. In my new role, amongst 
other things, I have oversight of fundraising, and I’ve had the 
privilege of personally talking with the students who made these 
comments. It’s thrilling and so exciting to see God at work!

Students are central to all that we do, and the things that we need 
are to further benefit them during their time here. Everything at the 
college—the research; teaching; pastoral, financial and practical 
support; the campus and buildings; access to books and other 
resources—they all contribute to the experience that becomes life 
changing when one studies at NTC. The financial gifts given this year 
have enabled us to enhance the student and visitor experience in so 
many ways, and we could not have done it without the support of 
faithful people’s prayers and giving, which are helping us to see lives 
transformed.  

This last year, July 2014 – June 2015, we received the following:

FUNDRAISING AND DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
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Principal’s 2015-16 Project: The next Principal’s project is for a toilet block!  Not a romantic project, but our current public toilets 
with disability access are located at the back of the White House, our administration building and in the Emmanuel Centre, our 
classroom block.  Increasingly, we have students and external community and church users who need available toilets which can  
be accessed from the café.  As a result, we’ve planned a toilet block, with disabled and family toilets, which will be accessed from  
the chapel/café area and in the words of our Principal: “We would very much like every person who comes here to be able to use  
toilet facilities with dignity – and sense that our hospitality extends to the most mundane of things”! To do this, our current estimate  
is £15, 000, although we are still awaiting final plans and quotations.

Manchester Centre for the Study of Christianity and Islam (MCSCI): The Centre seeks to engage people and churches to raise 
awareness of the need for Christians to encounter Muslim people and develop an understanding of the Islamic faith, traditions and 
practices. This is done by developing specific classes and programmes that explore ways Christians can encounter and engage with 
Islam in local and global settings; partnering with others to train people engaged in mission; developing research-led practice in 
relation to Islam and Christianity; and with academic excellence, resourcing the global church with specialists.  Please look at the 
website (www.mcsci.co.uk) for more information. The Centre is a project supported by NTC and we are looking to raise £30,000.

The Student Hardship Fund: We particularly want to increase the funding for this area, which provides help to students experiencing 
genuine and unavoidable financial difficulties and are struggling with their living costs.  The fund is intended to assist with general 
living and course-related costs, not tuition fees or lifestyle choices. All applications will be means-tested. We aim to raise £5,000.

THIS YEAR WE ARE PARTICULARLY LOOKING TO RAISE  
MONIES FOR THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC PROJECTS:

Principal’s Project 
2014-15: Dene Cottage

Left: Volunteers Colin Wood  
and Beth Wills work with NTC’s  

Alan Kenyon; Right: NTC student,  
Mick, hard at work! Below: Finished 

rooms, ready for guests.



What did life look like before NTC? I was born and brought up in 
India. I praise God for my parents who brought me up in a Christian 
environment that enabled me to be a part of the Sunday school and 
youth Fellowship in the Church. It was not until 1979, that I was 
able to surrender my life to the Lord Jesus Christ in one of the 
Discipleship camps that was conducted by the Union of Evangelical 
Students of India (similar to the UCCF and IVCF).

Life before NTC was amazing because it taught me to trust the Lord, 
obey Him no matter where he leads and continue to hope in Him for 
what is not known to me. It was a hard and challenging life. My 
father passed away in 1979, which taught me to trust God as father 
of the fatherless. I worked like a bonded laborer in other people’s 
fields for a small amount of money to pay towards my education. It 
was a struggle for my own identity in the caste - dominated society 
where I was an outcaste, untouchable, so not treated equal with the 
rest of the upper castes. There were times when I was not allowed to 
sit with others in the village restaurants. I had to wash my own cup 
before any coffee/tea was served. It was very sad segregated life. I 
was at the mercy of the landlords for daily work so that I could have 
at least minimum basic food. It is interesting how even the so called 
Christians who had some lands acted as the agents of the upper 
caste people who tried to dominate those who had nothing to 
depend on and therefore would submit. Can you imagine trusting, 
obeying and committing my life to the Lord in the context of social 
discrimination, economic exploitation, political oppression and 
religious domination? In the midst of poverty, helplessness and 
hopelessness the only way for me to see another day was to realise 
how the Lord’s prayer really become my fortress, “give us today our 
daily bread”, because if I did not work, I did not have anything to 
eat. 

What brought you to study at NTC? Before coming to UK in 1991, I 
had taught at South Indian Biblical Seminary and Union Biblical 
Seminary in India.  It was a great joy to visit NTC and to meet Rev. 
Dr. MacGonigle the then Principal of the college. I was able to have a 
conversation with him about my passion and desire to do my further 
research to find out whether John Wesley had anything to say about 
the class distinctions during his time and also to see whether it had 
any relevance to caste distinctions in India. 

Although I had opportunity to go either to Tubingen to do research 
in Karl Barth or to go to the USA to continue my interest in Wesley’s 
thought, unfortunately both of them did not attract me because to 
be in Germany meant that I had spend at least two years learning 
German and to be in the USA meant attending classes as post 
graduate research is only a partial fulfillment of the degree. So after 
much consideration and prayers I realised that my life is God’s gift, 
which is very short, and I was not prepared to spend years in that 
setting. NTC was God’s surprise for me, because John Ryland’s library 
has the largest Methodist archives for my intended topic. In Dr. 
MacGonigle I had found a great Wesleyan Scholar to supervise my 
work and the degree was fully research based. So there was no 
better place on the planet than coming to NTC. 
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What did you enjoy/learn at college? Coming to NTC was not only 
a challenge but also risky because the organisation that promised me 
scholarship once I was in the country let me down. Although I did 
not have financial support from any heads of institutions, I was 
absolutely sure of God opening an opportunity for me to come for 
my doctoral research. God gave me enough courage to take the 
challenge to trust him and be prepared to take risk of living by faith 
in a new land. However, I had to sell all my belongings including my 
wife’s wedding jewelry and in order to fund this research I would 
have sold myself into ‘slavery’ (laugh!). That was my passion!

NTC was an excellent agent of God in fulfilling his purpose in my 
life: the college got me some scholarship towards my tuition, created 
an office job for my wife to pay for our little flat on the campus and 
I did some part time jobs to pay for our bills. More than anything, we 
experienced God’s provision through the unknown sources, food bags 
left at the door, envelops with cash in the mail (pigeon) box and 
anonymous gifts for which we remain grateful to God. In one 
sentence, NTC demonstrated God’s love in action and I hope it 
continuous to do so now. My wife and I were welcomed, cared for, 
understood, enabled, affirmed and loved. It was a great fun to have 
friendly staff and students, enjoyed hospitality and prayer support in 
action. Our sons Nikolei and Nathan were born while we lived on the 
campus in Didsbury. Nikolei grew up in an environment of love and 
care of the staff and students. We are truly grateful to NTC and the 
church that provided all that we needed for the boys. Thus my 
academic research and personal discipleship enabled me to flourish 
in my Christian life to serve God better.  

How did this change/shape you? NTC gave me an opportunity to 
grow in my Christian faith, nurtured my independent thinking and 
taught me to live with dignity to serve Him wherever it might be. 
NTC taught me godliness, which enabled me to grow in my Christian 
values of respecting authorities, fearing God and to be productive for 
God’s glory.

What happened after you graduated? While I was completing my 
research one of our professor friends encouraged my wife Nutan to 
do her research. She got admission for her postgraduate studies in 
the University of Derby. I was invited to preach by two of Nazarene 
Churches with a view of ministry but some how I felt that it was not 
the right way forward. Then the Methodist Church in Bristol invited 
me to take up the lay worker’s post where I enjoyed the cross-
cultural ministry in building bridges between Asian and the white 
community. From there the Lord took us to Leicester where we both 
served as Presbyters in different Methodist circuits for 10 years. 

Where are you now and what are you doing? In 2013 I was invited 
to join the Queen’s Foundation to be a tutor in Mission and Theology 
where I enjoyed my ministry of encouragement, inspiring people and 
being along side with those who are called to be ministers and 
priests. At the moment my wife is serving in the Birmingham West 
and Oldbury Circuit and I continue at the Queen’s at the moment. 
After moving to Birmingham, when we wanted to worship on the 
first Sunday before starting our work officially, we found a very 
friendly Nazarene Church in Handsworth where we enjoyed 
worshiping the Lord and meeting people after the service.

How are you living out your faith in your job/role? It is 
challenging in the context with different understanding of faith.  
But I continue to demonstrate that discipleship and academic are 
inseparable part of the Christian life. Trusting the Lord and growing 
academically are to be interrelated. Christian integrity matters even 
if one has to sacrifice power and positions.
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