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DAVID RAINEY
RETIRES FROM
DISTINGUISHED
CAREER AT NTC

Rev. Dr. David Rainey, a lecturer in doctrinal theology and the
Early Church Fathers, is retiring this spring from his 19-year
post at Nazarene Theological College (NTC), Manchester, UK.
Along with his many accomplishments over nearly two decades,
Rainey is particularly remembered by his students for investing
in them personally over coffee in Didsbury village.
“David’s open door policy and endless capacity to engage students
on issues of significance in their lives has meant that he has
supported many students through some of the key issues they’ve
encountered in their lives,” said Dr. Deirdre Brower Latz, principal
of NTC.
Peter Trieu, a lawyer in Canada, studied under Rainey, but their
relationship soon grew beyond the classroom.
“I was struck by his warmth, but also by the fact that he was one
of the few people who was laughing at my jokes,” Trieu said. “I
heard rumours throughout college that he was one of the most
difficult markers or graders. This was my first post graduate degree,
and I was determined to do my best. That certainly rung true that

David was one of the most difficult graders, but it pushed and
challenged me and I didn’t realize what I was capable of until
I took his courses. I’m also struck by the fact he was always
available for students, including myself, who needed just to
talk to him about anything and everything.”
Rainey, a native of Canada, served as a church pastor there for
many years before entering the academic world. Since he was a
pastor at heart, Rainey brought that shepherding quality into his
teaching, seeing a pastoral approach as essential to supporting
students’ academic and personal development. Rainey’s favoured
setting was pouring his life into students over mugs of steaming
black coffee.
“I went out for coffee (with students) all the time,” he said. “I
claimed the best education was in the coffee shop, not in the
classroom. I still, in a sense, believe that. That’s when you really
get to know who you’re dealing with . . . That’s why that ministry
is as significant as any classroom.”
(Story continued inside on page 2)
1

Rainey recognized God calling him into ministry when, as a
rebellious 22-year-old, he was in a car with other people and
was addressed by a voice that no one else heard. The voice of
God unequivocally directed him to be a pastor.
“It was as vivid to me as anything I could ever experience,” he
recalls. “I was on fire and I couldn’t figure out why no one noticed
the burning I was going through. I heard a voice and that took me
out of my lifestyle and into pastoral ministry.”
His undeniable calling set him on a trajectory of ministry that
has culminated with his career of teaching at NTC.
Rainey has brought excellence and a firm hand to his role,
particularly in the area of research. He supervises PhD research
in Wesley studies, Early Church Fathers and contemporary 20th
century theology.
“Dr. Rainey has been a very important part of the research
supervision team. He is always diligent in preparing critical
comments on the proposals of new applicants,” said Vice
Principal Dr. Kent Brower.
When Dr. Herbert McGonigle, then principal, fell ill and was forced
to step back from supervising PhD students, Rainey jumped in to
help the PhD students complete their research.
Rainey also collaborated with Dr. Joseph Cunningham on editing
a Festschrift, a volume of writings by different authors presented
as a tribute to a scholar, which honoured McGonigle. They unveiled
the published book at NTC graduation in 2014 to McGonigle’s great
surprise and delight.
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Rainey said another highlight of his career was when one of his MA
students, Ruben Angelici, surprised him by completing the first ever
translation into English of Richard of Saint Victor’s Doctrine of the
Trinity. Previously it had existed only in Italian, French, and Latin.
The translation has now been published (Cascade, 2011)
“It was to me a demonstration of a once-in-a-lifetime student, and
we’re still friends to this day,” Rainey said.
“[David Rainey has] probably been the strongest influence in my
adult life,” Angelici said. “He’s been like a father to me; he took
me under his wing, he helped me flourish.”
Rainey published articles and chapters on John Wesley’s ecclesiology,
such as “The Future of Wesleyan Missional Theology: The Eucharist
and Reconciliation,” (2014) which came from an earlier piece he had
published in the International Journal of Systematic Theology (2010).
His intent was to bring Wesley into academic journals where he says
Wesleyan theology has been largely neglected. Recently he also
wrote a chapter on Jurgen Moltman’s trinitarian thought in As Long
as Earth Endures (IVP 2014).
In retirement, the scholar plans to write a book on John Wesley,
interpreting Wesley’s theology from an ecclesiological perspective.
As Rainey closes this chapter in his life and plans to return to
Canada, he expects his last day of teaching to be “an emotional
experience. I just hope I keep it together. My blood is thickly
Canadian. When the airplane touches Canadian ground, I cry;
I’m home. This has always been a mission field to me.”

“I claimed the
best education
was in the coffee
shop, not in the
classroom. I still,
in a sense, believe
that...that ministry
is as significant as
any classroom.”

LETTER FROM
THE PRINCIPAL,
REV. DR. DEIRDRE
BROWER LATZ
As I write this, I am in the Bronx, in the USA, where I’ve visited a
church community that is vibrant, passionate, saturated with God’s
presence. It is a church that is all about mission to the community
around it. It started in the 1960s with five people and now sees
hundreds gather each week in worship, small groups and service
to the world. It’s inspiring.

and ministers, all gathering to think about the nature of faith, to
wrestle with theology and grow deeper in their understanding of
God’s mission to the world.

We realise that in all we do, we are always equipping people to
GO – they gather to learn, to engage, to be equipped, to have their
ways of thinking expanded, challenged, honed – and then continue
As I see it, the life of the church and our life at Nazarene Theological to participate in God’s mission.
College mirror one another. We are, after all, one expression of the
We are so thankful for the support that we receive to do this: the
church’s mission. We are set apart to equip women and men to
Church of the Nazarene has always believed in education as a key
serve, to think, to live out faith.
part of its development; and we’re very grateful for every gift that
we receive: every budget paid, every person who has remembered
Our hope is modelled exactly on these same elements manifested
us in their will, every one who gives of their time to help paint a
in the Bronx:
wall, or dig a flower bed. It all helps us to serve the church.
• we gather to worship in community;
• we seek God’s formation of our lives, our characters
Last year, the Principal’s Project was to refurbish the chapel – it
shaped into Christ-likeness by wrestling with real life
was completed and is a beautifully fresh place where we gather
alongside each other;
to pray, worship, sing and learn more of God.
• we also meet regularly in small groups, in space that
we carve out for both discipline and grace;
This year the Principal’s Project has been to create sabbatical
• we pray alongside each other for God’s love, healing, justice,
space: ‘Wesley Rooms,’ which are places where pastors and
mercy, presence and mission to be demonstrated in our lives;
leaders can stay – for free – to think, pray, and rest. Back in the
• we are increasingly seeking ways to be for and with the
day, when John Wesley was tirelessly pounding the highways and
community around us;
byways of Britain, he would stop at people’s houses for rest and
• we are engaging in all kinds of thinking about current issues
hospitality; he was welcomed, fed, slept, prayed and rose refreshed
of the day, from conversations translating into action about
for service and ministry. It is our hope that the college can continue
missional leadership to hosting hustings for local people to
to be such a place for those many pastors and leaders who pour their
question politicians vying for political power.
lives into the church up and down the lands. So far we have raised
£6,682.98, which is amazing. Thank you so much for your generosity.
Of course, we are global and local! This year we have served the
worldwide church through our on-going MA South Africa project,
Sometimes I am asked about what my dreams are for the college,
developing and equipping leaders and facilitators of learning across
what our vision is. Apart from serving the church and being a
sub-Saharan Africa. We also continue to work with South Asian
vibrant community of learning and equipping, a place of excellence
leaders in helping them fulfil their dreams of the church equipped
and innovation, I think my primary dream is that we would be part
to serve the nations of South Asia.
of touching the lives of people through our students, our faculty,
our staff, so that Jesus is made known, disciples are formed and
As significant as this is for the global church, we also are deeply
God’s mission continues. God knows, the need is ever before us,
mindful of our mission to serve the local church. We do all we
and the desire of the college is that we would enable people to
can to support Didsbury Community Church, a Nazarene church
have boldness to meet the needs of the people they encounter
plant, which meets on our premises. And we’re developing learning
so that the world may know that Jesus is Lord.
centres where people can connect with learning closer to home. In
Belfast, Glasgow, Preston and soon in Cornwall, these centres offer
Thank you for your prayers for us, for your gifts to us, for your
opportunities for people to gather in small groups for learning and
love for us. We are your college.
equipping. We’ve had dairy farmers and nurses, business people
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SOUTHERN AFRICAN
STUDENTS NEAR
COMPLETION OF MA

A cohort of 10 students from southern Africa recently wrapped
up a four-week study visit to Nazarene Theological College (NTCManchester) as part of an effort by NTC-Manchester to assist in
raising the academic level of faculty at Nazarene Theological
College in South Africa (NTC-South Africa).
This year, each of the students – nine from South Africa and
one from Zambia – will complete a Master’s Degree in Theology
through NTC-Manchester.
NTC-Manchester had first worked with a cohort of faculty from
South Asia Nazarene Bible College, India. Inspired by the idea,
the Church of the Nazarene’s Africa Region education coordinator
at the time asked if NTC-Manchester could also open the door for
faculty from NTC-South Africa to study.
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“The African leaders wanted to strengthen faculty not only on
campus but in the extension centres,” said Kent Brower, vice
principal of NTC-Manchester. “The Church needs to have far
more Africans at the table in theological discussion, and in order
to get there, one of the key qualifications is the PhD. An MA that
has a research component is an essential ingredient to begin.”

For the past three years, NTC lecturers have been in Johannesburg
to teach the cohort in three of the four required modules on the
NTC-South Africa campus.
In January, the cohort spent a month on the Manchester campus,
living in student accommodation, cooking meals together and
attending daily morning prayers and campus-wide coffee breaks,
as well as participating in intensive master’s courses. They met
with advisors and are beginning to work on their dissertations.
Catherine Lebese, principal of NTC-South Africa, who is among
the cohort, said the three-year experience in studying through
Manchester has been a challenging one.
“I thought I was academically OK, but when I came here I realized
the standard was much higher than back home,” Lebese said. “It
has really opened my horizons, my way of thinking. It’s challenged
me to think beyond just accepting what is said in a textbook by
someone I’ve never met.”
Matthew Simeon is the lead pastor of Belhar Church of the
Nazarene in Cape Town. Having been part of the cohort for the
past three years has taken his preaching to “another level” due
to the research and reading that is required for the MA.
Lloyd Solomons, pastor of the Boundary Road Church of the
Nazarene, is taking over leadership of NTC-South Africa’s
extension education program. Being part of the Manchester MA
group – and being exposed to the British academic system – is
equipping him for greater effectiveness in his new educational
leadership role.
“It will inform in my responsibilities of teaching, but also just
how we go about education and training and the methods we
use. In distance education there are a lot of things I can see that
we can implement,” Solomons said. “Just working with some of
the [Manchester] lecturers will help me as I work with teachers
in our extension centres and really pass that on to them.”
Lebese hopes that by elevating the academic experience and
accomplishments of faculty from NTC-South Africa, some of
them will go on to earn PhDs. Her vision is to eventually add
an MA and a PhD programme to NTC-South Africa, which
currently offers a certificate, a diploma and a Bachelor’s Degree.
“Having more highly educated Africans in theological dialogue
within the Church of the Nazarene will contribute significantly
to the denomination’s ongoing theological development globally,
particularly in the understanding of community in the Body of
Christ, as well as challenging the enlightenment materialist
worldview,” Brower said.
For the ongoing development of the Church of the Nazarene,
internationally, leaders from all continents need to be given
voice – one of the ways we will be shaped for the future is
having key global leaders involved in the church’s conversations.
The African “worldview needs to be taken seriously and the church
needs to think carefully about how it can bring that worldview
and discussion to the table.”
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“GOD LOVES SCIENCE” CONFERENCE TO
HIGHLIGHT THE NATURAL INTERSECTION
OF SCIENCE AND THEOLOGY

The practice, discipline and joy of science is a gift from God
that is quite at home intersecting with theology and Christian
thought, argues Tom McLeish, keynote speaker for the upcoming
conference, “God Loves Science – Towards a Theology of the
Scientific Enterprise.”
The conference at Nazarene Theological College, Manchester,
will be 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 18 April. Organisers hope “God
Loves Science” will attract scientists, people studying science,
Christians interested in science, and even people who don’t
identify themselves as Christian or religious.
The objective is to encourage Christians and churches to value
scientific enterprise, and to demonstrate that there is no conflict
between science and Christian faith, as well as to open people
who are not religious to think about different ways of relating
theology to the sciences.
“Science is entirely within God’s purposes, within Christian
theology and within the mission we’re called to as a Church
body. Science can be understood as belonging to God’s work,”
McLeish said.
McLeish, who is Professor of Physics at the University of
Durham, is researching molecular rheology and biological
physics. He will be joined by conference organiser David
Watts, a molecular physicist, who is Professor of Biomaterials
Science at the University of Manchester in the School of
Dentistry and the Photon Science Institute. Finally, Althea
Wilkinson, in the School of Physics and Astronomy at the
University of Manchester, will round out the presenters,
bringing her special interest in cosmology and astronomy.
The conference will feature a series of presentations alternated
with breakout discussion groups so that attendees can ask
questions and talk about the ideas presented. The presenters are
all accustomed to speaking to diverse audiences and explaining
ideas without reliance on technical scientific language.
“God Loves Science” is a response to suspicion of science held
by some Christians, as well as to some atheists who have tried
to edge faith out of science, according to McLeish.
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“There is a perceived conflict between science and Christianity
and you either have one or the other, but you can’t have both,”
Watts said. Known by historians of the sciences as the “Conflict
thesis,” this thesis denies that early modern European science
actually arose out of a Christian culture that gave birth to
scientific activity as expressions of love for and fascination
with God’s creation.
Wilkinson, who came to faith in Christ later in life, found that
her faith has reshaped her attitude toward her scientific research
in the area of cosmology, and most recently mapping the echo of
the Big Bang.
“I regard science as being a part of our trying to comprehend
the created universe,” she said. “I think we’re literally trying
to understand God’s thoughts after him, and how can that be a
wrong activity? What you are led to understand is by God’s will.”
Dr. Peter Rae, Dean at Nazarene Theological College, observes,
“We are delighted to host and facilitate this conference. We think
this is an important conversation to nurture, because too many
people assume that science and faith are mutually exclusive
concepts – and that’s just not the case.”
Specific topics that will be covered include:
•Thinking God’s thoughts after Him: Absolute and mediate creation.
•Mining Ancient Wisdom for a Theology of Science.
•Astronomy and Christian Discipleship.
•Mathematics and the beauty of God.
•Practical consequences of a theology of science.
The conference is presented by Nazarene Theological College, a
partner college of The University of Manchester, and Christians In
Science, a UK-based network of professionals and nonprofessionals
who believe there is a healthy relationship between science and the
Christian faith. http://www.cis.org.uk
The cost to attend is £5 for students with ID card; £20 for
members of Christians in Science, and £25 for non members.
To register or for more information, email: pa@nazarene.ac.uk
Visit http://nazarene.ac.uk/events/time-space-matter/.

ALUMNI PROFILE ON
ROBERT GRAY: LEAD
PASTOR OF LEGACY,
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
I grew up in the east end of Glasgow and was taken initially to
the Congregational church by a neighbour. A couple of years
later I connected with the Church of the Nazarene in Parkhead
through the Boys’ Brigade (uniformed organisation for boys).
I gradually became friends with people there and started attending
Sunday school and then the youth group (NYI). It was during these
years that I really began learning about faith and God and how one
can actually have a relationship with God. I was also invited into the
church family by people who took a genuine interest in me and my
wider family. They really provided space for me to belong and grow.
It was in the Church of the Nazarene that I encountered Jesus.
Life was good growing up…although my parents weren’t followers
of Jesus then (they are now), they provided for me a good home
and instilled in me strong principles and sense of worth and value.
As I grow older, I appreciate all the more their love and sacrifice
over the years.
I sensed God calling me to full-time pastoral ministry in the spring
of 1994 and came to NTC in the fall of 1995. I really loved my time
there—it was very formative for me and my long-term ministry. I
can’t say I was the most studious…in fact I wasn’t...but it did provide
me with what I needed to build a strong foundation for my ministry.
It wasn’t until after I had graduated in 1999 and was in active
ministry that I began to really appreciate my time at NTC—the
opportunity for focused learning, skills and strategies for reading
and interpreting God’s Word, and the challenges to apply it to my
life, as well as empowering others to do the same. One thing that I
have only really begun to value about my time at NTC is the practice
of living life and living out my faith in and through community.
During my time at NTC I did a couple of practicums in Sheffield,
England and Brampton in Ontario, Canada. During my time in
Brampton, I really sensed God speaking to me and saying that
in the future, I would be serving Him and the Church in Canada.
This calling never left me, but the timing would come later.
After graduating from NTC, I served as associate pastor at Erskine
Church of the Nazarene in Scotland from 1999 - 2001 under the
leadership of Rev Ron Bean. From 2001 - 2003 I served as pastor
of the Viewpark Church of the Nazarene before returning to Erskine
in the January of 2004 to serve as lead pastor.

In February 2010 we moved to Surrey, British Columbia in Canada,
to serve as lead pastor of the Guildford Church of the Nazarene
(now called Legacy - A Church of the Nazarene). I really feel that
this has been God fulfilling His call on my life to minister and serve
in Canada.
In our local church, we are in the beginning stages of missional
movements, including: Building a Discipling Culture, Multiplying
Missional Leaders who will launch Missional Communities and Lead
Kingdom Movements. We are learning to become family on mission
and it is great seeing our people live out their faith in and through
community. We have just begun the work of planting a new church
in the nearby municipality of Maple Ridge.
I am grateful to God and the Church of the Nazarene. God has given
me a real heart and passion for this church and this new country
that we find ourselves in.
I am married to Lara and we have two boys; Tobey was born in
November 2004 and Blair was born in February 2009. We continue
to feel so blessed by all the people and experiences that God has
brought into our lives.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Find more alumni profiles online:
nazarene.ac.uk/alumni/alumni-stories
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FACULTY AND STAFF
CHANGES AT NTC
Things have been busy in the college’s offices lately, with a number
of staff and faculty changes taking place. Below is a summary of the
latest staff updates.
The Academic Office
At the end of January, Sarah Dunbar, the Academic Assistant, went
on maternity leave, and her role is being covered three days a week
by David Peek, who is also currently the Administrator for the Centre
for the Study of Christianity and Islam, two days a week.
Heidi Wright has taken up the role of Undergraduate Registrar
for three days a week. She joins us after years working as the
Registrar for Booth College in Australia. Joseph Wood, the current
Registrar for Postgradudate Students, now has two days a week
dedicated to the advancement of our semester and summer study
abroad programmes.
The Finance Office
Margret Duncombe, who served the college as the Finance Assistant,
retired at the end of November 2015. Filling this vacancy is Simona
Ciufu, who had been working as NTC’s Housekeeper for the past few
years. Simona has also taken on extra duties to help oversee parts of
the operations and maintenance of the college.

Debi Green, NTC’s HR and Operations Manager, now also assists the
Principal with institutional development and fundraising.
Faculty Positions
Rev. Dr. David Rainey has declared his intent of retirement from his
current post as Senior Lecturer and Research Fellow in Theology on
30 June 2015.
Dr. Stephen Wright has been appointed full time as Lecturer in
Christian Theology and Wesley Studies, and took up the post on 1
January 2015. He previously taught at Booth College in Australia.
Dr. Geordan Hammond has taken a two-year temporary leave,
starting from the beginning of February 2015, in order to take up
a research post with the University of Aberystwyth. Geordan will
continue with PhD supervision and co-direct the Manchester Wesley
Research Centre.
Dr. Joseph Wood will take on the part-time lecturer position in the
area of Church History, Historical Theology, and Wesley Studies from
July 2015. He will also continue in his role developing NTC’s study
abroad offerings for two days a week.

Rev. Julie Lunn, who has been employed by NTC as a part-time
Other Staff Positions
Lecturer in Practical and Social Theology since September 2013,
Maria Rosa Curcuruto, who had been working for the college as a
was appointed as our Chaplain for an additional two days a week,
Housekeeping Assistant, was appointed as the full-time Housekeeper from July 2014.
in September 2015.
Whew! That’s the gist of it--we won’t even try to explain all of
Michelle Robinson, who is our Alumni Relations Coordinator, has
the physical room swaps that have taken place as a result! These
also taken on the role of Events Coordinator, from July 2014.
changes are all examples of the growth of the college and those
who work here developing in to roles that fit their skills and training.

UPCOMING EVENTS
God Loves Science conference at NTC: April 18th
The conference will take place from 10:30am - 4:30pm, with
Tom McLeish as the keynote speaker. The cost to attend is £5 for
students; £20 for Christians in Science members, and £25 for
non-members. To register, please email pa@nazarene.ac.uk.
Christian Engagement conference: May 29th
This short day conference will focus on engagement with Islam
and with Lifelong Learning, on Friday May 29th, from 9:30am 3:30pm. The costs are £15 for conference only, £35 for conference
and overnight accommodation on May 28th. For more details,
see our website or email lkenyon@nazarene.ac.uk.
Dare to Dream: May 29th-31st
This event brings together leaders and members of the church to
explore how we might foster missional risk taking in and through our
local churches. For more details, email mrobinson@nazarene.ac.uk.
For more information about studying at NTC,
please email gmeiklejohn@nazarene.ac.uk.
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DONATING TO NTC
If you’d like to give to NTC, there are a number of options for
donations—from a monthly sponsorship of a specific project to a
one-off general donation. Anything is appreciated and needed to
help equip further students in their training for ministry.

Please visit our website for more about giving to NTC:
nazarene.ac.uk/joinus/fundraising/
The above webpage explains the opportunities for donating
online, which is easy through a charity donation website linked
on the page, or through the Nazarene Foundation site for
supporters in the US and Canada.
If you prefer to make donations offline, we are always
grateful to recieve donations through the post or from those
who set up a monthly standing order with their bank.
Or just ask someone from NTC in person!
Your support is invaluable and so very much appreciated.

