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When Ash and Anji Barker (pictured above)
opened Newbigin House and the Newbigin
School for Urban Leadership in Winsom
Green, Birmingham (photo bottom right,
above), they modeled much of the teaching
and training on what they learned from
living and working in Melbourne, Australia,
and later Klong Toey (photo, top right), the
largest slum in Thailand.
Their neighbour in Klong Toey, Khun Poo, is
an example of what they believe can happen
in urban centres around the world when
Christians draw on their faith to help local
communities to build resilience, compassion
and innovation in what are often deeply
impoverished areas.
Poo was a cook who fed her family by
selling her homemade Thai meals to her
neighbours. When the price of rice
skyrocketed, Poo’s small business was no
longer profitable. Anji worked with Poo to
open a cooking school as another way to
build on her skills and passion for delicious
food. Within six months it was listed by Trip

Advisor as the number one activity to do in
Bangkok and, today, Poo’s school remains
one of the top-rated activities by Trip
Advisor! She became known around the
world after her book, Cooking with Poo, won
an award at the world’s largest book fair in
Frankfurt, leading to an invitation to cook
with Jamie Oliver on his UK TV show in 2014.
Rather than capitalise on her newfound
celebrity to move out of the slum, Poo has
chosen to remain in her community, and
reinvest some of her profits into helping
neighbours start small businesses, too.
“You can look at a place like Klong Toey and
say, ‘There’s so many needs we’ve got to fix,’
or we can say, ‘Actually, there are people
there with talents and gifts and passions.
And how do we release them? How do we
build their capacity to make sure they have
the opportunity to experience them?’” said
Ash in an interview with NTC.
Continued on next page...

What we’re trying to do is help
build the capacity of students to
engage this new urban world.
Ash describes this approach to urban ministry as a
“ladder,” and it’s part of the approach at the Newbigin
School for Urban Leadership, and what his students
examine when he teaches for NTC’s Urban Mission course.
With one out of every six people on earth living in slums,
and 75% of the world projected to live in urban centres by
2050, Ash said that Christians are lagging behind these
population trends. Just one in every 10,000 national
Christian leaders are focused on slum work, and one in
500 international workers focussing on slums.
“When it comes to the biggest NGOs that are Christian,
they have – by and large – been rural organisations,” he
said. “Things like child sponsorship works brilliantly in
rural areas. You can network all the churches, schools and
clinics, all the businesses, and after 10 years, a group like
World Vision and Compassion can leave the area because
they’ve generated or renewed the whole area.”
Those same groups find their approach doesn’t work the
same way in cities or slums, he went on, due to the very
different dynamics at play. For instance, in many urban
centres, residents may experience pressure from
organised crime syndicates and multi-national
corporations. In Klong Toey, which packed 100,000
people into one square kilometer, Ash said any part of the
neighbourhood could be bulldozed without warning, “so
you can’t build infrastructure. Where we lived, parts of the
slum could just arbitrarily be taken back by the Port
Authority, because there was no protection from the law
for those of us living there.”

Unfortunately, “Christians
by and large are missing in
action, whether you
measure that by NGOs or
mission presence, or by
national leaders.”

sustainable urban development, held every 10 years. “The
reason United Nations wanted us there at the gathering is
because we were Christian, and wanting our distinctive
Christian perspective into these kinds of issues,” he said.
“[We’re] really asking the question, ‘What do the faith
communities have to offer the future of cities and
urbanism, and particularly how can we prevent urban
poverty, which is one of the most complex forms of
poverty?”
Through the Newbigin School, the Barkers, the eight
Newbigin House residents, and various teams and
volunteers based in Winson Green invite Christians to
consider these questions. The organisation seeks to raise
up urban leaders, which they describe in three categories:
“relocators,” who move into urban centres to pioneer new
initiatives; “remainers,” like Poo, who choose to stay in the
urban communities where they grew up to be a
transformational presence; and “returners,” those who go
out from an urban centre to gain skills, and return to use
their skills for improving their community. To best
consider ways to do that, the Barkers wanted to be
rooted in an urban community themselves, which led
them to establish the Newbigin House in Birmingham.
Living in this community, the residents of Newbigin House
ask themselves, “How do you look at the gifts God has
given to people and fan them into flame? And provide the
support and encouragement, and opportunities, for
people to thrive?” Ash said. “This influences the way we
teach and form communities.”
These ideas led the Newbigin House to start up numerous
social enterprises and support groups, as well as develop
leadership groups and youth clubs. It’s these ideas that
Ash discusses with students at the Newbigin School, and
at NTC in his Urban Mission and Compassionate Ministry
courses. “The great thing about NTC is that people are
not empty vessels. People are coming with their
questions and ideas,” he said. “Rather than just all coming
from the front, it comes from the students. What we’re
trying to do is help build the capacity of students to
engage this new urban world. It affects my teaching and
what we teach in the course too.”

Ash Barker

In comparison to rural countrysides and small villages,
urban centres are complex societies that may suffocate
economically under many layers of formal and informal
powers. Yet, a transformative Christian presence is
desperately needed – and even desired.
In autumn 2016, they were invited to participate in Habitat
III, a United Nations conference on housing and

For more urban mission stories, resources and to find out
more about Newbigin House, Ash, Anji, and Khun Poo go
to www.newbiginhouse.uk
and
www.cookingwithpoo.com

Imagination Unleashed...
A letter from NTC Principal, Revd Dr Deirdre Brower Latz

“see what people fully
focussed on Christ look
like: faithful witnesses,
exuberant in sharing the
news that Jesus loves the
world”

I love the idea of daring to dream. Years ago, this was a
theme in the Nazarene Youth International world; it had
a song and everything! The stand out memory for me is
that the global leader at the time (now the Principal at
sister college Asia Pacific Nazarene Theological Seminary)
introduced us to ‘The Man of La Mancha’ song: ‘To dream
the impossible dream’. I remember being a bit perplexed
by some of the lyrics (I don’t know if you know it, but it
describes the quest of the ‘hero’ suffering, trying, reaching
– ‘no matter how hopeless’, they make perfect sense
now) but as I’ve aged, the dream described in the song
seems perfectly reasonable: it takes courage to follow a
seemingly impossible, extravagant dream.

“allow God to open your
eyes, heart, ears to a new
way of being, a new daring - way of following
and acting is a deeply
committed way of
following.”

My translation of this into the life of the disciple of Jesus
is that it takes courage to allow God to do something new
in you, through you, with you. To allow God to open your
eyes, heart, ears to a new way of being, a new - daring way of following and acting is a deeply committed way
of following. It takes courage to allow God to set up
his Kingdom within you and then serve that Kingdom
purpose with the whole of your life.
I pray that as you read the stories in this edition of
the Link you see something of the way God’s dream,
implanted in disciples all those years ago, of a college
serving God’s Kingdom project, equipping, teaching,
training, theologically forming and shaping passionate,
servant-hearted Christians, is flourishing. Not only that,
but I hope you get a sense of the spirit of endeavour,
determination, and creative responses attuned to the
times we live in.
I hope you see varied models of discipleship, ways of
learning, the dynamic way people are being shaped and
formed as Philippians 2 leaders, following Christ’s model.
I pray you’ll see what people fully focussed on Christ look
like: faithful witnesses, exuberant in sharing the news
that Jesus loves the world! The people portrayed here
are those who have a vision for the transformation of the
whole of society for the sake of Christ, and, more - people
who have dared to step out in faith and follow the call.
Daring to Dream: Imagination unleashed!
What does God imagine for you?

Always wanted
to take your
study further?
Student loans are approved
for MA study!
We’re excited that, from September 2017, student loan
funding will be available for eligible students starting
our MA programme!
For many years undergraduate students have been able
to apply for loans, but masters’ students have had to rely
on personal savings and part or full time work to fund
their studies. New students will now be able to apply for
a £10,280 loan to cover their MA tuition fees and living
costs.
Currently, loans are available to UK residents living in
England, and to EU citizens, both those who come to the
UK to study full time, and those who stay in their home EU
country and study part-time via intensives. (EU students
– apply now, before Brexit bites ..we don’t know how this
will change if you start after 2019!)
The loan amount is paid over 1 year to full time students,
or over 2 years (£5,140 each year) to part time students.
Loans are paid directly to students, who can use the
money to pay tuition fees and contribute to living costs.
There are (as you’d expect) some conditions: you can’t
have already completed an MA, and you can’t be over 60
when you start the degree. Repayment is similar to the
undergraduate loan: it is ‘income contingent,’ so you only
start paying back once you’re earning over £21,000 per
year.
The MA has also been approved as a route to ordination in
The Church of the Nazarene!
These opportunities open new doors for new MA students
next year. If you’re interested in knowing more about
the MA programme or the loan funding available please
contact enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk

MA applications for
September 2017 are now open
via the NTC website.
Applications for MA student
loans through Student Finance
England will open in June.

MA student
snapshots
Imre
Gusztin
(Hungary)

Priscila
Guevara
(Portugal)

I am Imre from Budapest
Hungary. I have been
involved in the missions
of the Church of the
Nazarene since 1996.
Me and my wife had
the joy of participating
in starting the ministry
in our country, starting
theological education,
preparing men and
women for ministry, and
publishing Wesleyanholiness books in the
Hungarian language.

To do an MA at NTC was
a dream that became
real two years ago. To
have the opportunity to
travel and study on the
campus (enjoying its
people, its teachers, and
its library) was a blessing.
Now that I am finishing
the dissertation, I still
find a great support from
my supervisor and the
College, although I live so
far away from the College
(Portugal).

Currently I serve as the
District Superintendent
of Hungary and am
also on the faculty of
the European Nazarene
College, teaching at
the Budapest Learning
Centre. My desire is
to prepare young and
mature students for the
ministry in the Church.
I am now enrolled in
the MA in Theology
Programme of NTC in
order to be equipped
for all the work I am
called to do, and to be
able to continue my
teaching ministry and be
better prepared for the
challenges of the 21st
century church.

Personally, the MA studies
made me see how humble
I need to be during all
my life because what
matters is not what I
learned (intellectually
speaking) but how I have
been learning – spiritually
speaking - to let the
Holy Spirit transform my
character in order to be
more Christ-like.

To find out more
about our MA
pathways contact
enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk

From the Middle East to the North
West...

MA and PhD students Muna and Nabil in residence at NTC during January

Student profile:
Muna Suhail Abu-Ghazaleh
Jordan

Student profile:
Nabil Habibi
Lebanon

Occupation/Ministry: Compassion Ministry

Occupation/Ministry: Student Supervisor and youth
minister

Location and main place(s) of ministry: Jordan, Amman.
Serving in Al Ashrafieh Nazarene Church
NTC course: MA in Theology (Compassionate Ministry
and Humanitarian/Development Practices)

“Humbly, I want to serve the Lord by
changing people’s lives (kids are my
priority); especially the ones who are
desperate, hopeless and heartbroken.
I seek to serve through intercession
and compassion ministry, counselling
and discipling these young people.”

Location and main place(s) of ministry: Nazarene School
and Church in Lebanon
NTC course: Part-time PhD student

“NTC taught me that there
is as much joy in finding
the right questions as in
finding the right answers.”
Nabil Habibi, PhD Student

Muna Suhail Abu-Ghazaleh, MA Student

Final year BA Theology student
James Campbell shares his story...
At first, the assignment generated more questions: “How
would this benefit me in my ministry?” But he quickly
discovered the answers: toddler ministry allows the
church to engage with the surrounding community,
support families, and build trust and relationships in the
relationships in the neighbourhood.
“I think now it’s really important how I engage with
parents, single parents, grandparents. A lot of parents
who are working have to work because of challenges, and
the grandparents are looking after their children,” he said.
“If I had to do the same thing [in future ministry]…I would
do it, because I see the benefits of that: providing a
service for the community, and in that service they see
Christ.”
He also assisted the church in its youth ministry, leading
one youth session about prayer, in which they prayed for
the community and talked about how God hears their
prayers. The young people wrote some prayers on Post-It
Notes and left them for the following week, when they
reviewed which prayers had been answered. James took
the opportunity to help the young people think about
how to respond when prayers aren’t answered, what
patience looks like, and where thanksgiving and worship
fit into prayer.

As a young man, in his final year of studying sound
production at university, James Campbell was suddenly
stricken with Bell’s Palsy. “It felt like I had a stroke. I got
dizzy. I was thinking, ‘Oh no! What’s happening?”
The illness particularly affected hearing in his left ear,
which was not good for someone studying sound
production. In the midst of grappling with his health,
James questioned his faith in God. In a surprising answer
to his questions, he sensed God saying, “I’ve called you to
minister to the sheep.”
James responded by enrolling at Nazarene Theological
College for his BA in Theology. But he came with many
more questions: “I’m ill. Can I still minister when I’m ill?
What does ministry look like? What does pastoring look
like? What is the holistic meaning to all this?”
James has recently become more involved in lay ministry
with churches in his home town in the Midlands and in
Manchester. However, when he started his course at NTC
his ministry experience was limited. So, when he was
given his first year ministry placement, it was “kind of a
shock,” he says with a grin.
He was matched with a local church in Levenshulme
(South Manchester) that was running a toddler and
parent group as a part of their community outreach.
James, who had no children of his own, and little contact
with small children, suddenly found himself helping in
their community cafe ministry preparing drinks and fruit
for the toddlers, serving coffee to parents and setting up
the play area which, James said, “challenged me to
improve my people skills engaging with the public”.

“It was one of the highlights for me, learning about how
to engage young people to understand the life of the
church, what we do as Christians.”
Over the past three years of his studies and placements,
James says his classes and experiences through NTC have
continued to intersect with many of his questions,
particularly what ministry looks like. He believes that
pastoring is one of the answers for him.
“I see it’s a journey of servitude, sacrifices, suffering,” he
said. “Nurturing and equipping church members more,
based on Ephesians 4. As well as realising that pastoring
is not just limited to the faith community, but also the
social action part of it, where pastoral care has to be
involved with those who are not part of the faith
community. [I am] realising that pastoral care is also
evangelistic as well, because it doesn’t make sense
becoming a pastor and not engaging in evangelism.”
Having been spiritually shaped in the Church of God of
Prophecy, a Pentecostal denomination, James was
“nervous” about studying at NTC. He thought the
College’s Wesleyan tradition may mean he was going to
learn exclusively about Wesleyan heritage and doctrines,
or even be pressured to deny his own denominational
heritage.
“It was not the case,” he said. “I was embraced, I was
respected.”
“I’m growing and offering myself to God to serve. It’s part
of worship. So being at NTC, I see it as a part of worship,
giving back to God.”

Prayer Calendar

1st week

2nd week

3rd week

4th week

April

May

June

For our Coffee Morning
fundraising day with
Didsbury Community
Church on April 1st and
preparations to create
widened accessibility to
our campus

Please pray for safe
travels as some of
our Faculty speak
and teach in Jordan
and the USA

For student
recruitment as we
begin a summer
of travel, sharing
our NTC story and
seeking to inspire
new students

For our students as
they are working on
their assignments
and as many begin to
look for work

For our
Undergraduate
students and
their lecturers
participating in
‘intensive week’
studies (2nd-12th)

The College’s Finance
Office preparing
for the end of the
financial year

Pray for those
travelling to study
at the Ministers’
Summer School
(15th-18th) and for
MA intensives (20th27th)

Please pray for
the work of the
Manchester Wesley
Research Centre
and for their annual
conference (13th14th)

For our PhD students
who gather from
around the world to
begin their summer
residency period in
Manchester

Prayers for Nazarene
Youth International
(Eurasia) as young
adults gather at NTC
to participate in their
Global Assembly

Thankful for the
grace and power of
the cross as we enter
Holy Week

Give thanks for the
diversity of our
students and Alumni.
Pray for them as they
serve accross the
world

July

August

September

October

Prayers for Nazarene
leaders participating
in a Global Assembly
and decisionmaking. For those
representing NTC in
meetings and voting

Please pray for our
Academic Office as
they interview, and
prepare for new and
returning students in
September

For our
Housekeeping and
Maintenance Teams
as they prepare the
College facilities
to welcome new
students

Graduation! (7th)
Prayers for our
graduates as they
move forward with
employment,
ministry,
and further study

Student recruitment
to our Theology
(Youth & Community)
course in Manchester
and Glasgow and for
students on summer
placements

For our Placement
Team as they
form and develop
relationships with
churches and
organisations

Students moving
in to residence
halls. Prayers for a
safe, loving, caring,
respectful community

Prayers for students
adjusting to
new classes and
responsibilities

For all MA students
preparing to submit
dissertations or
just beginning their
studies

Prayers for our
Chaplaincy Team and
Student Council and
all those involved in
orientation week

Please pray for our
Principal, Senior
Leadership Team
and Governors - for
the processes of
discernment they
undertake

Prayers for those
students who
are applying late
- for changes in
circumstances and
financial needs

Please pray for our
students - especially
those who feel far
from home.
Pray for the MA unit
delivered in Frankfurt
(25th-2nd Oct)

For the Didsbury
Lectures (23rd-26th)
and Professors Loveday
and Philip Alexander
as they present
‘Priesthood in the
Epistle to the Hebrews’

For times of rest,
study and research
opportunities for
Staff and Faculty
during the summer

For Nazarene UK
District camps
and holidays and
a time for fun and
fellowship, mission
and serving the
Kingdom

Theology and the
Church planter
Church planter, pastor and
NTC student Justin Bradbury
reflects on his journey to
PhD studies
As an urban church planter in Winnipeg with his wife,
Angie, Justin Bradbury searched for books by Canadian
theologians about multi-ethnic church planting in the
cultural context of Canada to resource their work.
He didn’t find much.
“As a Wesleyan, I’ve been curious about how my own
theological tradition informs what we’ve done and what
we’re doing,” Justin said. “I expected to find more, but
didn’t. I saw a gap. And I saw an opportunity to speak
into that gap.”
Justin decided to research the question through a parttime PhD at Nazarene Theological College, while
continuing to serve as pastor of the Wesleyan church
plant.
A pastor for the past 19 years, this is Justin’s second
urban church plant. The first was in Toronto. Previous
experience as the lead pastor of a suburban church that
had successfully brought together people from a variety
of ethnicities for worship gave the Bradburys further
insight into the approach needed in the current church
plant.
The Bradburys have centred the church life around their
own living room, practicing hospitality to foster crosscultural relationships with people who are Christian or
belong to other faiths, or even profess no faith. “We’ve
grown to thrive in cross-cultural ministry,” Justin says.
Through demographics research, Justin learned that the
southwest part of Winnipeg is home to the second
highest concentration of new immigrants to the city, but
is also the least served area in terms of immigrant
services.

“As a Wesleyan, I’ve been curious
about how my own theological
tradition informs what we’ve
done and what we’re doing.”
Justin Bradbury, PhD Student

As their love deepened for people of diverse cultural
backgrounds, Bradbury wanted to learn more about the
theology undergirding multi-ethnic church planting.
“There’s just not a lot of Canadian literature written on
either multi-ethnic church planting or mission among
diaspora people in the Canadian context, so we borrow a
lot from the American literature. But our story in Canada
is a different story, so I want to dig into the Canadian
story on this. My interest is not so much writing another
sociology but what are the theological resources to speak
into that.”
He found a few articles on the subject, but no booklength treatments. He also learned that few Canadian
church plants have successfully integrated different
cultures into one local church body with an intentional
strategy. Similar to many other places around the world,
immigrants tend to congregate with their own ethnic or
language groups.
As a Wesleyan, Justin was particularly interested in how
his theological tradition informs both what he has already
done and what they will do going forward. “In my
research I seek to demonstrate how the means of grace
provide church planters in Canada with a theological
interpretation of the relationship between diaspora
missiology and sacramental theology in the Wesleyan
tradition.”
While Wesley didn’t do ministry in an immigrant context,
he did spend time preaching among miners in Bristol, UK,
which allowed him to cross cultural and class boundaries.
In addition, he spent time on a mission to Georgia, in the
United States.
Now in his third, part-time year, Justin has explored what
has been called “the realm of instituted and prudential
means of grace in Wesley’s theology.” God’s grace moves
not just in one direction – from God to an individual
through the agent of a believer extending mercy.

“We’ve grown to thrive in crosscultural ministry.”
Justin Bradbury, PhD Student

In fact, God’s grace flows between the individuals, from
the person extending mercy to the person receiving it,
and back.
For example, a local church would go beyond thinking
about simple “outreach” to the poor or immigrants, but
look for how the Holy Spirit may be at work both among
the church congregation and the surrounding community,
listening for how God may speak back to the church
through the community.
Besides Wesley’s writings, Justin is also studying a South
American United Methodist named Joerg Rieger, and
Dean Blevins’ work on the means of grace in Christian
education.
Studying through Nazarene Theological College as a
distance student means he can conduct his research
part-time from his home in Winnipeg, and not have to
move his family for the duration of his studies. He also
has access to the resources of its Manchester Wesley
Research Centre, and a “community of scholars who
knew Wesley well.”
“The support of my supervisors, the people on my
probationary review, were very, very helpful and gave me
good guidance. The other students who’ve asked me
about what I’m doing and suggested sources -- all those
things have been very positive.”

Third year student Kerry reflects
on her experiences and the value
of learning through placements
What kind of things were you involved with in your
placement? At the Life Centre they do lots of different
things. I was involved with the breakfast groups for
primary school children referred from the local school.
We’d have breakfast with them but we’d also do activities
focused on emotional literacy and resilience, giving them
a calm space in the morning and emotional support,
before walking them to school.

What course are you on? Theology Youth Work and
Ministry. You graduate with a British youth work
qualification (JNC), alongside the honours degree.
How does a placement fit into your studies? The main
placement on my course lasts 2 years with an Alternative
Placement over the summer to experience different youth
work. I do about 12 hours a week and half of those hours
are with 13-19 year olds. But the rest of the time could be
planning or children’s work or community work or any
other type of ministry. I did my Alternative Placement in
a camp in Maine, USA, which was a really great
experience. Some people might do a short-term mission
and I knew someone who went to Uganda. Some people
like to go abroad if they can if they can get funding or
support. Most of the time people stay in the UK but we
all work with an organisation that gives a different
experience to our main placement.
How did you get into your current placement? My main
placement is with the Life Centre in Salford but I also did
some youth work with a church called Elmwood and
mentored a student in Oasis Academy. A lot of the Life
Centre work was focussed on children and community
and I found it useful working with different organisations.
I hadn’t been in Salford for that long so I found it helpful
to find out more about the community. Youth work in a
church and Christian setting was a bit different to youth
work in a community organisation with Christian values
and then in a school as well. It was challenging sometimes
managing my time but I think it was beneficial not just
working in one organisation.

There was also a project over the holidays where children
get free two-course meals over the holidays. The school
would let us know the children who were in the most
need and they could apply to come along. We also do
youth work on Monday nights through a mobile youth
facility called the ‘Eden Bus’. it’s got Play Station X-Box,
and karaoke. The bus is from the Message Trust and we
work with them supported by funding from Greater
Manchester Police and Salford Council. There’s not a lot
to do in the area so on the bus nights anti-social
behaviour drops in the area. In the next few weeks we
won’t have the bus anymore but we hope to start a youth
club. Life Centre also do a free family legal advice clinic
when a lawyer comes in to advise; lots of different things
that are meeting the needs of the area including free
counselling for people, and food parcels for asylum
seekers.
At Elmwood I would help out at outreach on Friday nights
with young people from the community. I was also
involved in a Sunday morning group which was a Bible
study type thing or discussion for young people from
within the church; that was more discipleship. I also got to
go on their youth weekends away and was on the
teaching team. Predominantly young people from the
church but sometimes they came from the community
group as well.
What theological connections did you make between
your placement and the things you were learning in the
classroom through your course? I think that happened
more as I went through the course. In my first semester I
was in more Biblical theology classes than youth work so
that was a bit challenging not having the methodology
alongside, but in the second semester the youth work
classes increased a lot and I found that really helpful. You
would learn about different theories of youth work and
that would be helpful, and there was also space in those
classes to ask for specific help. If you had a challenge in
your placement you could bring that into the class and
get the support you needed. Sometimes you’d be reading
a theory such as participation with young people, like
‘how are young people involved in decision making in
your group’, and that would get you thinking about
something in a new way. (Continued on next page)

Contact Anna to find out more about
placements placements@nazarene.ac.uk

Placement-based learning is at the heart of our BA (Hons)
Theology (Youth and Community) course - Study in
Manchester or Glasgow
What have you learned from your placement
experiences? I’ve learned from people I work with, as
often I find I can learn things I can see. It’s helpful to see
the way someone handles a situation when I don’t really
know what to do, especially if it’s a new experience and I
can learn from what they’ve done. It was quite a steep
learning curve for me at first. The kind of behaviour I
thought was challenging at first, I came to realise it wasn’t
really. I think that’s the nature of working with young
people with quite complex emotional needs. I learned a
lot from the team through the patience they
demonstrated, how to respond, when to challenge
behaviour and when to ignore it, and especially how you
can turn conversations around to opportunities for the
young people to learn something.
I think I also learned the importance of not feeling like I
always have to have the right answer to difficult things
young people are going through. It can make a big
difference just by turning up and being consistent and
resilient. I think that is something that can be
undervalued. A lot of the time, if you care about what
they’re going through, you can see all these complex
difficult things and you just want to fix them. Sometimes
they don’t want to be told how to fix it, they just want you
to listen. They might be used to people making false
promises or being let down. I saw the difference
consistency makes.
Has your course and placement shaped you personally or
spiritually? I think it’s changed me quite a lot. When I go
back into the kind of work I used to do at home I see it
kind of differently; I’ve been changed. I feel quite drawn
to challenging environments where young people might
be disengaged from school or have difficult family
situations, or working with young people with low selfesteem. Working in that kind of environment has changed
the kind of things I enjoy doing and feel drawn to.
I think I’ve learned a lot about resilience from the team
who have been in the community for a very long time. I’ve
also just realised the difference it makes by persevering at
things rather than working at a project for a couple of
weeks or days. When you see people who have been
doing ministry work in an area for over 10 years it
changes your perspective and seeing the valuing of
committing to people. I think it’s definitely changed my
perspective on community work and the kind of youth
work I want to do.
I feel more comfortable working with young people who
haven’t been brought up in the church and how they
often see the world quite differently. I didn’t have a lot of
experience with that before. I think it’s changed me
spiritually as well, sometimes in challenging work you
don’t see the results immediately, or sometimes you never
see the results. That doesn’t mean it’s not happening.
That’s made me learn about relying on God more and that
he knows everything that’s going on in that person’s life
that you’re worrying about. God’s working in their life and
you’re just a little part of that. Not just seeing myself as
someone who needs to go out and fix things but trusting
that God’s all throughout that.

Why is placement an important part of NTC’s BA
experience for students? I think you do need to commit
quite a lot to your placement to not only make a
difference for them but make a difference in your own
learning. In the first year I had a difficulty juggling
assignments with placement, it was a jump up for me
academically. It can be quite intense to get used to, but
through that I learned quite a lot about managing my own
time and looking after myself as well.
Do you feel this placement has prepared you in any way
for what you plan to do after graduation? Yes, massively.
For a while I had to realise how little I knew about youth
work and how much you need to learn to be part of a
different community. I think by experiencing a variety of
different things and having the opportunity to work
abroad for a month as well, that really widened my
perspectives and I think some of the things I’ve learned
are specific to the community I’ve been in. Most of my
experiences have included transferable skills; learning
more about pastoral care, committing to community work
and things I didn’t know before, like how to respond to
challenging behaviour and developing emotional literacy
in children which I’ve been able to use in youth work too.

“I saw the difference consistency
makes.”

Are there any particular highlights? In the breakfast
group we’ve seen some amazing changes with families
and children. One of the boys in the breakfast group has
been here 2 years and I’ve been able to see him change.
Having a difficult start in life, he really struggled with
anger; he didn’t fully understand what his triggers were
and how to make good choices when he was angry. But
he’s changed massively and we’ve done quite a few series
on anger as a group, he’s got to know what triggers his
anger and how to make good choices. You can see that
process, how he would have responded to something
totally differently before and he’s helped the other
children with that as well. He can say, “You know what I
did this morning? Last year I wouldn’t have been able to
do that”. In primary school that has a massive impact on
the rest of their life and how they transition into
secondary school. We can hope that’ll keep going
throughout his life and make a difference for him.
What would you like to be doing after graduation? I think
things aren’t totally clear for me yet but it’s something I’m
praying a lot about and talking to a few people about. At
some stage I would like to do post-grad studies but have
a break between. I’m passionate about preventing human
trafficking and would like to get more involved with Stop
The Traffik when I’m not studying. I want to have space to
work out clearly what God’s calling me to, but I do want
to keep doing community work and working with young
people in different ways.

What you may not know about
Fundraising...

As we are planning our April 1st Coffee Morning fundraiser,
we stumbled across some fun fundraising facts:
•

The oldest recorded fundraising appeal was written by
St. Paul around A.D. 55. It’s an appeal to a group of
church members in Greece to help impoverished church
members in Jerusalem. The appeal is a masterpiece of
donor-centred fundraising, spending most of its words
describing the benefits of giving.

•

Someone who regularly attends a house of worship is
twice as likely to give to charitable causes as someone
who seldom or never does. The churchgoer gives 100
times as much to charity per year — including 50 times
as much to nonreligious causes.

•

Donors also are more tolerant and open-minded than
non-donors. They are less likely to be prejudiced against
members of other races and religions and the opinions
of all kinds of groups.

•

Donors are all-around excellent people. They are
significantly more likely than non-donors to give blood,
help the homeless with food or money, give up their
seats to others, give directions to strangers, or return
mistaken excess change to cashiers.

•

64% of all donations are made by women.

•

Pinterest and Instagram are now the fastest growing
social networks and great for fundraising.

•

Being a donor can transform your life.

•

So can being a fundraiser.

“Wherever you gift your money
and time, know that you are
amazing people. Thank you!”
Debi Green, NTC Fundraiser

We’re encouraging all Nazarene churches
(and all our NTC friends!) to plan and run
their very own coffee morning to help us
raise funds for our College community.
Let us know if you would like us to send you a ‘Coffee
Morning Pack’ to help you host your event - including
resources like the poster below.
Pop along to NTC on April 1st, 9:30am-12:00pm as
we host our Coffee Morning in partnership with
Didsbury Community Church and look out for more
exciting events happening later this year!

Coffee
Morning
Save the date!

Ask for one of our
Coffee Morning Packs
and use this space to
advertise your very
own Coffee Morning

Help us to raise funds for our
College.
All donations received with a
massive thank you!

Nazarene Theological College, Manchester
Charity #526675
www.nazarene.ac.uk

