
linkthe
              NAZARENE THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE - BE PART OF THE COMMUNITY

Local Impact—Global Reach

 SUMMER 2013

     Altrincham
    Ardrossan,

   Ashton                    
Bedford

            Belfast 
              Bolton 
          Bristol
       Brooklands
       Burnley
            Cambridge
              Carlisle
               Cheadle  
    Cheadle Hulme
          Dewsbury

                          Didsbury
                           Doxford
                         Fitton Hill

                   Glasgow
Grimsby 

Heald Green
Heswall

Heysham
Hill Cliffe
Irvine

 Largs
       Levenshulme

      

  Llay
         London
       Longsight 
      Maccles� eld
   Manchester 
               North Wales
               North West, England
             Nottingham
           Oldham
            Oswestry, Shropshire
                Oxford
                  Paisley
                    Penwortham  
                        Preston
                          Rawtenstall
                            Rochdale
                             Runcorn
                                     Sale
                                       Salford
                                     St. Anne’s
                                    Stafford
                                    Stockport
                                  Swanwick
                         Trafford  
                  Troon 
           Warrington
      Watford

 Leyland

You may think that the College would only be interested in 
Manchester where our campus is. Recently, however, we’ve 
been realising just how far our reach extends and how 
important that is to us as we serve the worldwide church. 
Through a combination of staff, students, and 
alumni, we are represented the world over 
and in many diverse ways and areas 
of life. In this issue of The Link 
we have charted a handful 
of stories of where NTC 
staff have been in the 
past year across the 
UK and globally, as 
well as a select 
few stories of 
where some of 
our alumni 
have ended 
up.

College 
Weekends
One of 
the great 
traditions 
of NTC are 
the College 
Weekends. 
This year we 
saw a return 
to the College 
Weekends visiting 
Churches of the 
Nazarene in Bristol, 
Irvine, Ardrossan, Troon, 
and Largs. These weekends 
are a great way to engage with 
the various Churches of the Nazarene 
around the UK, and moreover the students 
who go on the trips also have a great time visiting 
parts of the country, seeing the broader church picture, and 
gaining experience in leading church services. More often 
than not they produce some memorable moments for both 
students and churches alike!

Conference visits
As part of the on-going engagement with research, many 
staff and research students from NTC attend and participate 
in academic conferences. This year was no exception with 

papers presented or representation at (non-
exhaustively!):  The Society for the Study 

of Theology, Nottingham; the British 
New Testament Conference, 

London; Integrating Islam 
Conference, Oxford 

Centre for Muslim-
Christian Studies; 

Tyndale Fellowship, 
Cambridge; 

Centre for Youth 
Ministry and 
Oasis, London.

NTC Staff
Staff at NTC 
are always 
on the go! 
Not only 
do many of 
them lecture 
at the College 
during the 

week, often 
they are also 

travelling and 
speaking at 

various conferences, 
meetings, and 

churches. This year, 
amongst others, staff 

participated and spoke at 
Nazarene churches in Thornton, 

Watford, Grimsby, Heysham, Troon, 
Longsight, Brooklands, Didsbury, Ashton, 

Oldham, and Bolton, as well as attending youth 
weekends and 
other events for both the North 
and South districts. Expect to 
see some NTC staff pop up at 
a church near you!  
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Heather’s Adventures in Rwanda
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“I grew up in Winchester: 
a beautiful, historic, very 
small city. I lived a pretty 
sheltered life; living in a 
village outside the city, I went 
to all catchment area schools, 
and always had a love of 
music and artsy subjects. My 
best subject by A-level was 
Religious Studies and I knew I 

wanted to study Theology at University. I secured a place to study at King’s 
College, London.”
“I knew I wanted to do a gap year before University and I found Xcelerate, 
a course with The Message Trust in Manchester, also called an evangelist’s 
training school; I knew immediately it was right up my street! I moved to 
Manchester in August 2003 for 5 months training and serving with them.
Whilst there I encountered things I had never seen before, having grown 
up in Winchester, and my heart literally broke for the poverty and lack 
of hope I saw around me. I felt stirred to join an Eden Project, a youth 
and community based project where people voluntarily move to live on a 
deprived council estate to live and serve the community. I chose to live on 
Fitton Hill in Oldham as I had spent a lot of my time there during my � ve 
months on Xcelerate. 
The trouble was I had a place to study Theology in London- that’s a pretty 
long commute! I spent a while looking at different places to study Theology 
in Manchester, was invited to visit NTC, and after a long few months back 
in Winchester weighing up my options and praying I moved to Oldham in 
September 2004, and began the 3 year undergraduate Theology course at 
NTC.”
“Being committed to Eden and living an almost 2 hour commute away from 
college I sort of expected college would be somewhere I wouldn’t really 
spend much time or get too involved. However, I’m not one to sit back too 
much, and I found myself really enjoying everything about college life, 
becoming a member of the Student Council, and in my � nal year especially 
being involved in organising chapel with Dr. David Rainey. It was such a 
different environment to where I was in Oldham, where we were planting 
a new church, college was a great place for me to worship and serve in 
a completely different way. I also loved that what I was studying could 
be applied to my daily life in many instances- and even chose to do my 
dissertation about mission. I found the course very � exible and practical!”
“I made lifelong friends at NTC and felt really part of the community there. 
One friend in particular was from Rwanda, called Richard Benda. Before 
coming to NTC I had never really met people from other cultures and 
backgrounds - I wouldn’t have been able to point out Rwanda on a map and 
knew nothing of the genocide that had taken place there in 1994. Meeting 
Richard, hearing some of his stories and his love for his country got me 
very interested; and in 2007, after � nishing our degrees, I went to Rwanda 
for a month with Richard as my tour guide. While there, we received our 
degree results - I’ll never forget standing on a dusty road in the centre of 
Kigali shouting down the phone to Peter Rae, who gave us the results we’d 
expected (Richard noticeably doing a lot better than myself!), and that was 
it - no celebration, no fanfare. It was � nished!
Whilst in Rwanda, I fell in love with the beautiful country, its rolling green 
hills, hospitable people and culture so different to anything I’d seen before. I 
learnt more about what happened in those tragic 100 days in 1994; and my 
heart broke again for the poverty around me, and the stories people did and 

did not share. I knew I would 
return one day.
After the summer I visited 
Rwanda, I began a PGCE 
in Religious Studies at 
Manchester Metropolitan 
University, just up the road 
from NTC! I quali� ed as an 
RE teacher and proceeded 
to have 3 � xed-contract 
maternity covers in 3 very different schools. All the time I had in the back 
of my mind that maybe I should go back to Rwanda- now I had skills as 
a teacher, I felt I had more to offer. When my contract at the local school 
was coming to an end I knew it was the right time to begin to think about 
returning to Rwanda long-term. The Church Mission Society (CMS) that 
found me a placement, in the Northern town of Byumba, working for the 
Anglican Diocese of Byumba, in their education and youth department. I 
moved to Byumba in October 2011. Oddly, Byumba was one of the few large 
towns in Rwanda I hadn’t visited with Richard; and so it all felt very new 
and different.”
“My role was so vast I had to narrow it down myself and choose areas 
where I could really concentrate my energies. So, last year I concentrated 
my energy in training teachers across a range of government-run, church-
owned schools, at both Primary and Secondary level.
This year, out of the blue, I was asked to become Head teacher of a new 
private school, set up by the Diocese in January 2013. Currently it is just a 
Nursery, but there are plans to expand into Primary starting with P1 (year 1) 
next year. This was a big leap of faith for me, as I have no Nursery training, 
but it has been an exciting new venture and I am glad to be a part of it. The 
Diocese is still involved with training teachers in the Government schools, 
and I am still a big part of that. We hope this new school and the teachers 
(who are at a whole other level) will in turn bless those in the Government 
schools with skills and training.
So, it’s an exciting place to be at the moment, and the beginning of a long 
adventure. I committed to 2 years with CMS, but am 100% sure that I 
will extend my time here as the school grows and I help train local people 
to take on the vision of both the new school and improving skills in the 
government schools.”
“Since I was a teenager, my favourite verse has always been Ephesians 2:10, 
‘For you are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works 
that God has planned in advance for you to do.’ I have learnt more and more 
how true this is, and how much God has in store for you. I couldn’t have 
planned any of what I’ve done when I was a teenager, but God knew and 
He’s led me every step of the way!”
If you’d like to connect with Heather’s work in Rwanda then you can read 
her blog here: www.adventuresinrwanda.wordpress.com 

Heather is the Head Teacher of a private Anglican school in Rwanda. Here she shares part of her 
journey from life before NTC to life after NTC. 

[Picture: Heather Maundrell (centre)]
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Mary was a student at NTC from 2003 to 2007 and graduated with both a BA in Theology and an MA in Theology. She now lives and works 
in Watford, managing two gift shops. Here she shares some re� ections on running a business in light of her time at NTC.

Mary’s Business as Mission 
managing a business. I can honestly say that it had never crossed my mind 
to go into this sector; and when I was at NTC it probably would have been 
listed as one of the last things I would want, or expect to do, and yet I see so 
much of God’s hilarious goodness in it. God took my heart to love people and 
share His goodness; and my desperation to have that expressed within my 
community, especially to those that don’t know Him; and gave me a surprising 
but amazing way to do it. God really does have the best ideas. It de� nitely has 
it’s challenges; but I really do feel that I get to walk out my theology day by 
day, whilst being constantly provoked to explore what it means to walk out my 
discipleship in the nitty-gritty of the daily grind; which can never be bad.  
“I’m also involved in some different initiatives focussed on the socially 
marginalised, homeless, lonely; basically lots of people struggling to belong 
or have value anywhere. There is lots of crossover in my work and the 
initiatives that I’m committed to outside of that, as it all exists within my 
town community. And there has been a real choice for me to be known and 
be involved in my local community; no matter where people sit on a social 
spectrum. There is sometimes a cost to this; but the belief in who God is, and 
fruit that I see far outweighs this. In one of the initiatives that I help to lead 
we have focussed on forming community; a place where people can come and 
be known;  where they can chat, play some games, do some art, whatever they 
want. I see the power of love so strongly here. Sometimes you can be so tired 
after a long day, but the knowledge that some people have not been listened 
to all week, or no one has spoken any encouragement to them, or they literally 
are desperate to get warm; it makes it all worthwhile. It is more often in these 
places that God opens my eyes to the pain, slavery or desperation that people 
live under; and when that happens you can’t remain complacent about who 
He is or how His heart beats for those around us. I feel that my time at NTC 
really challenged me about valid community, and stirred me to not remain 
content with just a knowledge of who God is; but to be always asking myself 
how that then in� uences my actions. I am grateful for how this has impacted 
how I desire to live life; both inside work and out in my community. 3

“I always say I grew up in Manchester, as 
that’s the easiest answer, but I was born in 
Irvine, Ayrshire and lived around the north 
west of England for most of my life. All my 
schooling (except for one year in Scotland!) 
was off Wilmslow/Oxford Rd in Manchester—
Primary/High school and sixth form, as well 
as NTC and Manchester University—so South 
Manchester was my base for most of my life.
Before NTC I guess I had a typical Nazarene 

upbringing, going through the ranks of Sunday School up to NYI, doing 
various Taskforce/Youth in Mission missions along the way including 
Lebanon and South Africa too! I guess you can blame the church then for 
planting a bug in me for being abroad and wanting to see things outside 
of Britain. I originally applied to Manchester University to do politics, 
but when they rejected me I decided that was one of a few signs that I 
shouldn’t go through clearing, and should be getting trained up to both 
explore my interest in theology as well as prepare me for some kind of 
work within the church.”
“The biggest thing I learnt at NTC was that I should think. It gave me tools 
to be able to think in ways I hadn’t done before. The environment was 
one that made me look deeper and ask questions more than I had done 
in the past. I feel much better equipped to tackle questions and issues 

Mark’s Teaching around the Globe
now, without relying on what others thought or did (of course they’re still 
useful!).  I feel I can think for myself much better now. I could list a lot of 
other things, but perhaps the chance to go to Israel/Palestine for credit 
was something I really appreciated - particularly with two experts in Dr. 
Swanson and Dr. Brower Latz. So maybe I should add NTC to the list of 
things that gave me the travel bug?”
“After I graduated I did odd jobs, without really knowing what was going 
on, so that meant, of course, I ended up doing a Masters in Religion and 
the Political Life at Manchester University. I’d been getting into politics 
a lot since the Israel/Palestine trip so felt I should combine that with my 
theology. After my M.A., I was more active in a local political party in my 
area and would be still if I had stayed in the country. Again I did odd jobs, 
but the travel bug was there so I got my TEFL certi� cate and jumped on a 
plane to Busan, South Korea, where I spent two and a half years teaching 
English, hiking around the country, making mountains of friends, and 
travelling around Asia. I managed to sneak in a trip to the North for 
travelling kudos, and I highly recommend Japan. I left there earlier this 
year in order to see a new part of the globe, so as we speak I’m sitting 
in an apartment in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, as I’ve just started a new job 
teaching English here. So it’s still all go, and I’m not sure when it’s going 
to stop!”
If you would like to know more about Mark’s adventures you can check 
out his blog here: http://markrpayne.blogspot.com/. 

“After all the reading, thoughts and discussions 
about church, mission and community (to name 
but a few) at NTC;  I can truly say that this has 
been the most unexpected, but exciting way, to 
get into the community and see God’s Kingdom 
coming. We are running a million pound Gift 
Shop business, with one right in midst of a busy 
Shopping Centre; functioning as a valid market 
competitor. We are doing real business; not 
masquerading so that we can do ‘ministry’; but 
rather we are asking ourselves what it looks like 
to bring the Kingdom within the reality of our 
context; and how we create a space in which our 

customers can encounter something of the presence and person of God. It’s 
business as mission, and honestly I feel so blessed to be part of it. For us there 
is a real awareness of bringing the Kingdom through the work of our hands, 
and the stewardship of what we tend; whilst also having real encounters and 
engagement with people in the midst of life. People are walking through our 
doors for such a vast array of reasons and seasons of their life; weddings, 
christenings, birthdays, Mothers Day etc; and you are there to meet them 
and walk with them for that short period of time. Some people come back 
again and again, others you may only meet once; but there is always that 
opportunity to bless and encourage, from simply welcoming and smiling at 
someone, to taking time to chat through life and sometimes even praying 
with people who would not commonly acknowledge God in their lives. I 
am continually encouraged by my job; I love being able to love on people; 
speaking words of hope, truth and life, and being a person of kindness or 
joy in their days; I know that this helps build God’s kingdom. I don’t think I 
would have ever have thought of it as a great ‘mission strategy’, but it really 
works; and I am doubly blessed to journey it through with some really great 
people.  I am sometimes caught by the unexpected position I � nd myself in 

Mark was a student at NTC between 2002 and 2005 and received a B.A. Mark now lives in Saudi Arabia, and 
he recounts some of his story of how he got there.

[Picture: Mark Payne]
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One of the great privileges of being at NTC is meeting 
the people who pass through the campus. The College 
has a vast array of international connections and 
friendships. Although we love having guests come 
to visit our campus, we also love to get out there 
into the world and make new friends and maintain 
existing relationships. NTC has a heart to serve the 
global church and here is a snippet of some of the 
ways we’ve been doing that this year.  

South Africa MA
The Church of the Nazarene in Southern Africa had 
a dream: to resource its educated, committed young 
leaders; to enable them to engage with their own 
heritage, in their own context; to develop the next 
generation of educational leaders in NTC South Africa 
and the region. In partnership with NTC-Manchester, 
this summer a group of ten men and women have 
been gathered at NTC-South Africa in Muldersdrift 
for the � rst course module with lecturers from 
NTC-Manchester for an MA in Aspects of Christian 
Holiness.  

Israel Student Trip
Every two years, Dr. Dwight Swanson, lecturer in 
Old Testament Studies at NTC, offers students the 
opportunity to go to Israel. This unique experience 
brings the classroom to life putting archaeology 
and the Bible together, and meeting local believers. 
Dr. Swanson continues to have an interest in the 
Middle East, working with the Jerusalem church and 
in the Field to � nd ways to make the resources of 
our church in Israel available to the global Church 
of the Nazarene for education. The next Peace and 
Reconciliation event will be in August.

Geordan’s Trip Down Under
Dr. Geordan Hammond, lecturer in Wesley Studies at 
NTC, as well as the Director of the Manchester Wesley 
Centre, was granted a sabbatical at the beginning of 
the academic year in 2012. During this time Geordan 
was revising a book ready for publication, but also 
managed to lecture at Queen’s College, University of 
Melbourne and preach at several Nazarene Churches 
in the Brisbane and Sydney areas!

If you are interested in visiting 
the college or enquiring about 
applying to the college then 
please contact:
Graham Meiklejohn 
gmeiklejohn@nazarene.ac.uk 
Tel: 0161 438 1926 (Ext. 1908)

Open Days 
Whether you’re 
thinking of studying 
full-time, part-time, 
taking an occassional 
class, or not even 
sure what studying 
at NTC might look 

like for you, getting in touch is the 
� rst step. We hold Open Days and 
bespoke visits throughout the year. 
See www.nazarene.ac.uk for more 
information or contact Graham on 
gmeiklejohn@nazarene.ac.uk.

Nazarene Theological College
Dene Rd, Didsbury
Manchester M20 2GU
United Kingdom

www.nazarene.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0) 161 445 3063
Email: enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk 4
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This year’s Didsbury 
Lectures feature 
Gordon Wenham, 
Professor of Old 
Testament,  Trinity 

College Bristol. The prestigious 
public lecture series, delivered
7:30 pm each evening from October 
28–31, 2013 in the JB McClagan 
Chapel, is entitled ‘Making Sense of 
Genesis 1–11.’ 

Didsbury 
Lectures

Graduation 2013
NTC’s Graduation will 
be Saturday, 19th 
October, 11:00 a.m. 
at the Whitworth 
Hall, Oxford Road, 
University of 
Manchester, with 

Cream Teas to follow at Nazarene 
Theological College. 


