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It was the best of times; it was the...
Graduation and Inauguration 20 October 2012

Actually, it WAS the best of times! It was an 
inspiring weekend in the life of the college: a time 
of endings and beginnings, of hope af� rmed, of 
challenges offered and accepted, � aming torches 
passed (metaphorically only: sadly, health and 
safety prohibited literal � ames).

This was Graduation weekend; this was 
Inauguration weekend.  If you weren’t present, 
then it’s hard to describe… but we’ll try! It was 
the quiet simplicity of shared communion with 
graduating students on Friday evening, followed 
by a quite spectacular meal, catered by-students-
for-students, with assorted moments of great levity 
and moving sincerity.

And it was the soaring magni� cence of the 
Whitworth Hall, bathed in early morning sunshine. 
The sight of Faculty and Graduates making 
their way through the crowd; of newly-minted 
certi� cates, sparkling new doctoral and Master’s 
robes; of guests ancient and modern, drawn 
together by joy and gratitude. 

For those who like numbers, there were 37 
graduates from 13 countries, including 6 PhD 
graduates.  The Guest Speaker, General Linda 
Bond, international leader of the Salvation Army 
(and NTC alumni), encouraged us to re� ect on the 
nature of our calling, and our role in society. 

But this was also a moment to mark the 
Inauguration of Revd Dr Deirdre Brower Latz 
as the College’s sixth Principal.  Guests from 
sister institutions were present to be part of this 
signi� cant event.  

Dr Jackie Suthren Hirst, University Adviser, 
welcomed the new Principal by observing: “you 
were a student at this institution when the 
relationship between the Victoria University of 
Manchester and Nazarene Theological College 
was � rst established. Subsequently, almost 650 
students from the College have graduated with 
awards from this University. We are encouraged to 
see links between the College and the University 
continuing to develop.” 

After the formalities of the service, the rest of the 
day took on a much more relaxed tone: a long 
lunch in warm autumn sunshine on the college 
lawns, with time to catch up with friends old and 
new; then evening gatherings in homes around 
the city, as the festivities wound down in the small 
hours.

Wish you’d been there?  Then book the date for 
next year: October 19th, with Revd Dr Calvin 
Samuel (Director of the Wesley Study Centre, 
Durham University) as the guest speaker.  We’ll 
save you a spot in the sun!

–Dr Peter Rae  
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Advent 
Expectation: 
God with us

Students with a 
Social Conscience

As I write it’s advent season, where 
we wait expectantly for the birth of 
the baby-who-is-King. With eagerness 

and contemplation, we re� ect on the meaning of the story of 
God-with us. Certainly it’s an opportunity to again confront 
the questions of ‘who is Jesus?’ and ‘what does it mean to be 
his disciple?’ I suppose that more than ever I am conscious that 
these questions have the capacity to form and shape our lives in 
community and our expression of life day-by-day. 

What does it mean when we declare ‘Jesus is Lord’? When we 
say out loud that: ‘God is with us’? When we believe that the 
best expression of God’s grace and mercy, love and justice is 
found in the manger, with a vulnerable mother watching, and 
a bewildered and grace-touched father preparing to raise a son 
who is not of his loins? I wonder? I wonder what it means in 
the day-to-dayness of life—where people, we, wrestle with real 
life issues of calling, of discipleship, of sacri� ce, of following, of 
ministry in and amongst the ordinary stuff of life? What does it 
mean in all circumstances that we face, from the most terrifying, 
deep places of pain and anguish; loss and fear; frustration and 
despair to the places of joy and hope, future-brightness and  
fullness of life? 

I am not sure of all that it means—but I believe that it will mean 
we become more and more prayerful. That we will learn more 
and more to rejoice in Who God is; that we will shape our lives 
more around grace and hope than cynicism and judgement; 
that we will become a people of light and salt, � avourful and 
penetrating. I feel certain that somehow the people of Christ will 
be a people of life, goodness, challenge, generosity, mercy and 
joy. I am sure that love will pour out of us. 

As I think about the College, our life together, our prayers, 
worship, hopes and dreams, I am always aware that we have a 
long way to go to be the kind of community we yearn to be. But 
I also feel—in my heart of hearts—that we are truly seeking God’s 
face, sincerely reaching for an understanding of God that is 
heart-deep and mind-renewing, transforming us into a people of 
grace by the Holy Spirit who is at work in us.  Our prayer for this 
new year is that God will continue to work in us by grace. We 
covet your prayers for our College, our life together, our witness, 
and our future. 

May God-be-with-you, 

Deirdre
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Nazarene Theological College (NTC) is working in partnership with Retrak 
to raise awareness of street children living in Uganda and Ethiopia. Retrak 
is a Manchester based charity that works in Ethiopia, Uganda and Kenya 
with street children providing education and seeking to reunite them 
with their families or with foster families. On Friday, the 26th of October, 
an overnight sponsored Sleep Out took place at NTC to give insight 
into life on the streets. Although it is recognised that this one-time 
event cannot change the situation completely, nor give anything like an 
equivalent to living on the streets, it is hoped that through the collective 
effort some positive impact can be made in the lives of the world’s most 
marginalised people. 

The evening was supported by Greater Manchester Police (GMP), the 
Scouts, and Manchester University.  GMP Chief Constable, Sir Peter Fahy, 
was the guest speaker at the event and also took part in the event. The 
evening started out with a presentation about the plight of the estimated 
40,000 children living on the streets of Kampala, Uganda, and Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. As the evening went on there was music, talks, food and 
more, but the reality of life on the streets was not forgotten. 
Around 60 people took part in the Sleep Out on the coldest night of the 
autumn so far, as temperatures dropped to below freezing. The sight of 
those taking part, braving the cold with nothing more than a sleeping 
bag, some cardboard, and perhaps some plastic sheeting, was de� nitely 
inspiring. The dif� cult truth of sleeping rough was not lost on the 
participants.

At present the total amount of money raised stands in the region of 
£4000, which with Retrak’s UK Government match-funding means 
this equates to £8000 towards the transformation of the lives of those 
children who live on the streets of Kampala and Addis Ababa. 
After the event, Ruth Hilditch, a 1st year student at NTC, said of the 
experience, “I feel like I know a tiny piece of what it is like to be homeless. 
My eyes and my heart have been opened up.” Despite the cold weather 
and the uncomfortable surroundings during the sleep out, it seemed that 
everyone who took part grasped the signi� cance of the event.

Principal’s Perspective
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From the 400+ graduates of NTC, Manchester (from certi� cate to PhD), many have gone on to 
serve and work in different world areas. Here are stories from two of our recent postgraduates:

Alumni–Where are they now?
Greg Crofford completed 
his PhD in 2008 and 
focused on ‘Streams of 
Mercy: Prevenient Grace in 
the Theology of John and 
Charles Wesley’. Crofford is 
currently serving as Director 
of the Institut Théologique 
Nazaréen—a pastoral 
education program active 
in sub-Saharan French-
speaking nations—and in 
October 2012 was appointed as the Education 
Co-ordinator for the Africa Region Church of the 
Nazarene. Prior to these he served as a pastor and 
missionary in Côte d’Ivoire, Benin, Haiti and Kenya. 
Speaking of his time connected with NTC he says “NTC 
has a ‘family feeling.’ It was wonderful becoming better 
acquainted with other students and faculty. Highlights 
for me included the student outing to a Manchester 
United football game!” 
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In 1979 NTC instituted an annual 
lecture series, the Didsbury Lectures. 
Each year a series of four lectures 
is given by a leading scholar or 
theologian. In the last week of October, 
Dr. Thomas A. Noble gave a series of 
lectures on Holiness and the Holy 
Trinity. For the � rst time in the history 

of the Didsbury lectures, they were also streamed live online 
and made available online after the lectures. 

Dr. Noble is one of the UK’s leading theologians with two 
books in the area of 20th Century Church History. He is 
also the President of the Wesleyan Theological Society. Dr. 
Noble also has a long standing relationship with NTC, being 
appointed to the NTC Faculty as Academic Dean in 1976, 
and teaching full-time from 1976 to 1996, since then he has 
been linked to the College as a Senior Research Fellow. Dr. 

From Didsbury with ‘Perfect’ Love:
Noble continues to live in Didsbury, Manchester and, together 
with his long-standing relationship with the College, it was 
particularly memorable for Dr. Noble to deliver last year’s 
Didsbury lectures. 

The lectures last year covered the topics of Holiness from a 
Wesleyan perspective; Holiness, Atonement and Sancti� cation; 
Holiness and the Incarnation; and � nally Holiness and the Holy 
Spirit. The lectures’ notes and recordings are available from the 
NTC website at the following web address:
http://www.nazarene.ac.uk/home/about-us/didsbury-lectures.
php 

This year’s Didsbury Lectures will be given by Professor Gordon 
Wenham between the 28th and 31st of October 2013. After 
the fascinating series given by Dr. Noble, it is with great 
anticipation that we await this year’s set of lectures.

Dr. T.A. Noble presents the Didsbury Lectures 2012

Mark Louw completed his MA in Mission Studies at NTC and 
was part of the most recent graduating class in 2012. Louw 
was recently appointed as the Regional Director of the Asia 
Paci� c Region of the Church of the Nazarene and now resides in 
Singapore, having previously served in roles such as the Regional 
Education Co-ordinator for Africa, Africa West Field Strategy Co-
ordinator and as a missionary in Côte d’Ivoire and Kenya. When 
asked about his time at NTC he commented, “Everything about 
NTC cries out ‘You can learn here.’ The learning environment, 

faculty, staff 
and fellow 
students were 
all amazing 
and very 
encouraging. 
If time and 
my new 
assignment 
permit, I would 
most de� nitely 
be interested in 
pursuing a PhD 
through NTC.”
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I’m not sure if it was when I heard that a he’d been tortured and put into prison, or when he said that 
in spite of it he was still leading people to Christ, but I quickly realised that the richness of witness 
surrounding me in the MA class was extraordinary.  As we went around the room each of the men 
before me had a story of God’s leading and direction, of the challenges they faced in their faithful 
practice of ministry within India, and their hopes that their learning in our MA would be passed on 
to others. They were so excited to be taking the � rst MA by NTC in India, not for the sake of a degree, 
but because they realised that for the Church in India to thrive it needs to re� ect on its practice and 
grow in its capacity to lead in every setting it � nds itself—from working with the dalit community to 
engaging with political leaders in communist or Hindu extremist areas. 

The exciting thing about NTC’s offering of an MA in India is not just that we do so—as lovely as it is 
to be able to do that—but that in doing so we touch the lives of hundreds of pastors who in turn face 
the most incredible challenges in their ministry, but who faithfully serve the church as she ful� ls God’s 
mission to the world. 

Each of the students drawn from across India 
faced enormous challenges—of travel, of time, 
of resource, of electricity, of language—and 
yet, with their hearts and minds engaged, they 
worked sacri� cially to study to the Postgraduate 
level. I am full of admiration for them. When 
I consider their example—of giving everything 
they had to come to classes far from their home 
places, of wrestling with ideas in a language that 
was their second or third, of re� ecting on their 
practices as leaders and teachers, of delighting 
in Holiness and Wesleyan Theology as they read, 
heard and presented—I � nd myself moved, and 
full of gratitude for my own experiences of learning, opportunity, and also determined that others, all 
others, who wish it, should be able to have access to such opportunity.  

Our students in India are pastors, teachers, leaders, community development workers, children’s 
ministers, youth workers… often all at the same time! Most of them lead thriving churches, reaching 
out to the neediest—one of them has a Children’s Development Centre that began years ago, and he 
told me that two of the older children (now young men) have just left for college to become ministers, 
having learned to read and write at our community projects and having received one full meal a day 
in the compassionate outreach! Other projects that the centre has run have been in the area of tree 
planting, small holding farming and teaching local leaders to lead. All in relation to his understanding 
that the gospel is good news for the whole person and the whole community! 

As we move forward towards developing a similar programme in South Africa and consider the way 
forward in India, we value your prayers—that this ministry of the College helps with the mission of the 
Church of the Nazarene in reaching people for Christ, enabling transformation and touching the lives 
of entire communities as the Holy Spirit works in and through the church.  

     –Revd Dr Deirdre Brower Latz

If you are interested in visiting 
the college or enquiring about 
applying to the college then 
please contact:
Graham Meiklejohn 
gmeiklejohn@nazarene.ac.uk 
Tel: 0161 438 1926 (Ext. 1908)

Nine Tuesday evenings (7:00-
9:00) with Specialist Presenters 
in conversation with NTC Faculty. 
Contemporary Issues in . . .
• Mental Health, Theology, & 
Church (Jan 29, Feb 5, 12)
• Special Educational Needs, 
Theology, & Church (Feb 19, Mar 5, 12) 
• Multiculturalism, Theology, & 
Church (Mar 19, 26, April 2)

See website for details.

Lectures in Public 
Theology: 

Nazarene Theological College
Dene Rd, Didsbury
Manchester M20 2GU
United Kingdom

www.nazarene.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0) 161 445 3063
Email: enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk 4

News, views and comments to: 

MA Offering in India!

For More Info
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This year’s Drysdale 
Lecture features Andrew 
Walls, Professor of 
History of Missions, 
Liverpool Hope University. 

This prestigious public lecture, delivered
7:30 pm on 9 April 2013 in the 
JB McClagan Chapel, will concern Wesley 
Methodist MIssionary society—exact title to 
be announced. 

Drysdale 
Lecture

Summer Intensives
Undergraduate
This May (May 7th– 10th, 13th – 17th, 
and 20th – 24th), there will be a wide 
range of one-week offerings including: 
‘Introduction to Biblical Studies,’ ‘Old 
Testament Law,’ ‘Christology,’ ‘The 
Wesleyan Tradition,’ and ‘Contexts of 
Mission.’

Postgraduate 
June 3rd-14th ‘Christian Holiness in 
Theological Perspective,’ ‘Christianity in a 
Pluralistic Society,’ and ‘Advanced Greek.’

Pictured: Rev’s  Dangde, Nethang,  Chanda, Sankholien, Maskhe (back), 
Jothe, McEwan, Brower Latz, Patil (front) (missing Pawar).


