
We are so proud of the achievements of our 
students and for those who are celebrating 
particular academic achievements through 
the 2016 graduation ceremony. The 
achievements of our students are diverse 
and are recognised in different ways. Takeo 
Nuka has taken some time to share his story 
with us and, as we celebrate with him and 
his family at graduation this year, Takeo has 
reflected on his journey through NTC over 
the last 5 years.

When Takeo Nuka first enquired about study 
at NTC in 2009, the obstacles seemed 
almost insurmountable: As a Japanese 
student, he had to learn English – but he was 
profoundly deaf.  UK immigration law was 
also changing, so his wife, Hiromi, also deaf, 
would not have the right to come with him, 
or to work in the UK. And so, as he comes to 
Graduate with the MA (with distinction) this 
month, we want to celebrate his journey. 

Takeo and Hiromi were students in Kobe, 
Japan, when Takeo felt a call to study 
theology at NTC, Manchester.  A lecturer at 

his college in Kobe, Revd Hiro Kudo (a 
graduate of NTC) suggested Takeo look to 
Manchester. When he applied, he was asked 
about his learning needs. He suggested sign 
language interpretation and electronic note 
taking: “If you can’t set that up, then it’s 
possible I could lip read,” he added, naively. 

He knew how to lip read in Japanese, but in 
the UK he would have to lip read English, his 
second spoken language. And Japanese 
Sign Language (JSL), he learned, is entirely 
different to British Sign Language (BSL).

Teaching one another
After multiple attempts, Takeo succeeded in 
getting the needed language score for 
admittance, and the couple moved to NTC in 
2011. While Takeo was studying, Hiromi came 
to the UK on a volunteer visa, to work in the 
library.
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Takeo did not qualify for Government funding for learning 
support, but the College provided note takers when 
Takeo attended his BA classes, and Takeo and Hiromi 
learned BSL. In 2014 he graduated with the BA (Hons).

But note-taking would not prove enough when he began 
his MA:  MA classes are based on discussions and 
seminars. Funding from two trusts, and from Takeo’s 
home church, allowed interpreters to support him in class. 
And one interpreter donated her time for Chapel services, 
and Pastoral Care Groups.  And again, he excelled. 

As NTC’s first deaf student, Takeo helped break new 
ground: “NTC accepts students with disabilities and had 
them before, but I was the first deaf student. So that’s 
why the first two years were quite hard for me studying, 
because NTC was also learning how to support me.”

Helen Stocker, Learning Support Coordinator and 
Librarian, notes, “we are more aware now how to talk and 
interact with deaf students. We’ve got interpreters who 
know the College, and who not only support Takeo and 
Hiromi, but have become part of our College community.”

Takeo’s decision to study purity and holiness in Leviticus 
for his MA dissertation also meant he had to learn Greek 
and Hebrew! Revd Dr Dwight Swanson, his dissertation 
supervisor, observed, “learning language is a challenge 
anyway, and then for a native Japanese speaker to learn 
biblical languages – via English! But he was top notch in 
all of it. His dissertation was a pleasure to read. He’s 
received a distinction, and it’s well deserved.”

Learning community
One of the reasons Takeo enrolled at NTC was because of 
his interest in Wesley studies, one of the College’s 
specialisms. But he and Hiromi did not anticipate finding 
such a warm, tight-knit campus community.

“When I was in Japan I knew about having a relationship 
with each other in the church and through Jesus. I knew 
that was important,” he said. “But in Japan I felt in some 
ways community didn’t matter, what was important was 
my personal relationship with God. But when I came here 
to the UK and I saw people supporting each other in 
community, … the relationship with each other was more 
important than I had realised, because in communities 
you can improve, develop your faith, develop your 
character. I’ve learned a lot about the benefits of being in 
community.”

Hiromi made her own invaluable contribution to the 
College community through serving in the library.  “She 
was beautifully polite and helpful with the students, 
particularly when a student didn’t realise she was deaf,” 
said Stocker. “Brilliantly patient: Hiromi was in the library 
before I got here. She knows a job needs to be done and 
just gets on with it without me.”

In 2016, the couple faced a health scare. Hiromi became 
seriously ill while pregnant with their second child, Yuya. 
After a caesarean delivery, as Hiromi recovered in the 
hospital, she was not able to hold or nurse the baby. 
Takeo, in the final stretch of writing his MA dissertation, 
now needed to provide full-time care for their toddler, 
Seiya, and for the baby.  With their families away in Japan, 
they relied on the NTC community and their local church 
in Manchester. Students, staff and faculty organised meals 
for those weeks that Hiromi was hospitalised, until Takeo’s 
mother arrived to assist.

“Takeo and the two boys were at home, I was missing 
them,” Hiromi said. “I really, really wanted to be home. I 
knew God was in everything, and He responded … and He 
allowed me to come home. Also the interpreters in the 
hospital …  and friends helped. So I just thank God for 
everything. He’d been in control of the whole situation.”

After graduation, the Nukas plan to pastor a Wesleyan 
Deaf Church  in Japan. And Takeo hopes to translate two 
of Vice Principal Dr. Kent Brower’s books on holiness into 
Japanese so that more Christians in Japan will have 
access to holiness theology.

Apparently, he’s not done with challenges!

Thank you to Susan Miles for interpreting

Family Carve Path for Hearing 
Impaired Students 

“in communities you can 
improve, develop your 

faith, develop your 
character. I’ve learned a lot 
about the benefits of being 

in community.”

Learn something new!
If you’re interested to learn BSL or access tools 
and resources take a look at the BSL website 
www.british-sign.co.uk



This Resurrection Life...

The autumn is arriving and as I write there’s the most 
splendid thunder and lightening storm cracking outside 
my window, panes of glass vibrating, howling wind 
and rushing sounds the whole earth shakes. It is truly 
AWESOME. I love nature – in all its forms! It never ceases 
to make me wonder, delight and at times, tremble.

I also love God’s creativity in the diversity of humankind. 
It’s startling to me how vastly different people can be; 
how rich, creative, beautiful, strange and remarkable  - 
crafted so uniquely!  And yet, as we gather with all our 
beautiful quirkiness, here at NTC we discover that we 
truly do shape, form, hone and (eventually) love each 
other! Not because our differences have disappeared, 
but because collectively we have chosen to ‘practice 
resurrection’. (I love that phrase that I’ve encountered a 
lot now – I’m not sure of its genesis but I know the author 
Wendell Berry uses it). This resurrection life at work in us 
and working itself out through us is why we exist. Each 
one of us has aligned our lives with the way of the Risen 
Jesus. Of course, in our faith, that includes the courageous 
cross-shaped living that recognises the truth of suffering 
and the excruciating pain of death; in our faith, it includes 
the space between the Friday-despair and the Pentecostal 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the pausing places for 
waiting on God and awaiting New Life. In our faith we 
have learned together to declare that ‘Jesus is alive’ – and 
as we shout, sing, whisper and nourish that truth-that-is-
also-hope we live into it. So, at the college as we wrestle 
with life in community, Scriptures, the deep-past and 
our traditions, the present mission and the future-as-it-
unfolds, immersing ourselves in our experiences of God 
in all their breadth, we see God’s hand, God’s Kingdom, 
breaking in amongst us. 

I’m emphasising that because in the autumn at NTC 
people gather in from near and far – whether it’s our 
new students, tip-toeing or striding into the learning, or 
our faculty who’ve been serving in a range of ways over 
the summer; our staff team who have been working SO 
HARD to prepare for the buildings to be used non-stop, 
to our amazing volunteers who are breathing deeply as 
the term starts. We also gear up to Graduation – a re-
gathering of former students as we join in a service of 
Worship and celebration – delighting in achievements and 
sharing together in an ending-that-is-a- new-beginning. 
We also prepare for the Didsbury Lectures where our 
minds are blown by the generosity of scholars who give 
of themselves to take us deeper into God’s ways through 
thinking, honing our minds. We also gather and re-call 
and are re-minded that practicing resurrection looks very 
messy sometimes: Jesus’ wounds were there, after all, but 
things had changed for all time, all time! 

Thank you, brothers and sisters, as you read this, for your 
love, support, investment in prayer, time and money – so 
that men and women can come together at NTC, a place 
of Faithful Learning, Christian Community, Transforming 
Service, where our very differences demonstrate God’s 
steadfast love for humankind.  

A letter from NTC Principal, Revd Dr Deirdre Brower Latz



PhD student 
Samantha Chambo

As a local church co-pastor with her husband in 
Mozambique, Samantha Chambo was baffled when she 
saw faithful church members visiting traditional healers 
when they were ill, or wearing talismans to ward off evil 
spirits.

These syncretistic practices, just as likely to be practiced 
by educated and uneducated people, are evidence that 
the faith taught at church is not believed to counter the 
spiritual forces that are at work in their societies.

When Western missionaries, who learned Christian 
faith through an Enlightenment lens, brought their 
understanding of Christianity to Africa, they taught it as 
a systematic set of beliefs – a cognitive faith, Samantha 
says. 

“But the African society is very practical. And religion is 
lived out on a daily basis – there are rituals for everything 
and these rituals make the spiritual world very real. So 
the spiritual world becomes present amongst the people. 
That’s why people live in a lot of fear of witchcraft and 
spiritual forces. You’ll find that some Africans [think there 
are] things the church can’t help you with: health issues, 
success issues relational issues. You have to go back to 
your ancestors to sort things. There are faithful Christians 
that serve God faithfully but think the church can’t help 
you with [these things].”

The question of how Christian rituals can help Africans 
wrestle with their needs by seeking God rather than 
ancestors, spirits or talismans is what drove Samantha to 
pursue a PhD. Her research in biblical studies is focused 
on how Paul used rituals in the letters to the Corinthians 
to form Christian character, or holiness. It is combined 
with a study into African theologian John Mbiti’s concept 
of communalism in Africa.

“I want to bring a seminal treatment between the two, and 
contribute to a discussion of the holiness theology from 
an African perspective.”

While still early in her research, Samantha has noticed that 
rituals did play a role in the early Church and were viewed 
as transformative during Paul’s lifetime. 

“I feel a lot of the problems that Paul addressed are 
problems we deal with in Africa: food to idols, honor 
and shame culture, and sexuality. If you look at the HIV/
AIDs rate, how many people are dying, while Africa is 
becoming one of the most Christianised continents. How 
do you justify the HIV statistics if we are becoming so 
increasingly Christian? Corruption, that type of thing. It’s a 
complex issue.” 

African leader 
reflects on 

God’s power for 
Salvation

“The African society is 
very practical. And religion 
is lived out on a daily basis 

- there are rituals for 
everything and these 

rituals make the spiritual 
world very real.”



In the African Protestant tradition, there are two main 
rituals, or sacraments – baptism and the Lord’s supper. 
Yet, Samantha said that sharing communion is usually 
done in local churches just monthly, and it’s not utilised to 
its full potential. 

She is considering other rituals that African Christians 
have developed, such as anointing houses and praying for 
babies before they leave the hospital.

Samantha, who now lives in South Africa, applied to NTC, 
Manchester after she had completed a Master’s degree 
in theology through NTC, studying how key Nazarene 
denominational leaders in Africa contextualised the 
doctrine of Christian holiness.

“I like the vibe, it’s very 
stimulating and 

challenging...It’s a 
wonderful sense of 

community, forming great 
friendships. You really feel 

at home.”

Before enrolling as a distance MA learner, Samantha had 
struggled to complete an MA through another institution 
because there wasn’t as much structure provided. 
Through NTC, she was part of a cohort, and had classes, 
which helped her to stay focused until she finished.

Because of her success, Samantha decided to continue 
her education with NTC, Manchester as a part-time 
distance student. Her supervisor, Vice Principal Kent 
Brower, is helping with the development of Southern 
Africa Nazarene University, in Swaziland and recently has 
served as consultant for NTC, South Africa, making him 
more accessible.  

Even so, she enjoys the opportunity to visit Manchester 
once or twice a year for study and to participate in the 
summer PhD seminars.

“I like the vibe, it’s very stimulating and challenging. I 
always go home thinking I’m not doing enough, I need to 
do more. It’s a wonderful sense of community, forming 
great friendships. You really feel at home.”

Samantha is also a part-time lecturer at NTC, South Africa, 
recently teaching Homiletics 2. She serves as the coor-
dinator for women clergy in the Church of the Nazarene 
Africa Region. In this role she helps to plan conferences 
to empower, encourage and advocate for female clergy 
across the continent. 

Samantha and her husband have two children: Tsakani, 16, 
and Emanuel, 13.

A 
community 
of lifelong 
learners

Find Out More

www.nazarene.ac.uk

Nazarene Theological College



A year in community at Lambeth 
Palace 
NTC Alumnus one of 36 chosen for Archbishop’s new programme 
One year after graduating with his bachelor’s degree in 
Theology: Youth Work and Ministry from Nazarene 
Theological College, Jason Spender was among 36 
people accepted into the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
ecumenical community living programme, called The 
Community of St Anselm, at Lambeth Palace in Central 
London. Sixteen were residents who lived full-time at 
Lambeth, and 20 were non-residents living and working in 
London, who joined the group several days a week.

The inaugural programme, which ended in spring 2016, 
brought together people from various cultures, countries 
and branches of Christianity, from charismatic Roman 
Catholics to conservative Evangelicals. The objective was 
to live together for 10 months, practicing Christian 
community, living a daily life of prayer, study and service.
 
Jason was one of 500 to apply, motivated to join the 
programme after having written his dissertation on New 
Monasticism and wanting to go deeper in his relationship 
with God.

“I’d become interested in the monastic lifestyle, but I 
knew I couldn’t commit because it’s so radical compared 
to life in the 21st Century,” he said. “I saw this as bridging 
that gap.”

The objective for the Archbishop’s community is for each 
person to grow in relationship with Jesus, focusing on 
three tools: prayer, study and service, and following a 
15-point Rule of Life.

The group prayed three times together every week-day, 
and were regularly joined by the Archbishop, echoing the 
words of Jesus in John 17 when He prayed that God 
would make His people one. 

To that end, learning to live in a “quasi-monastic” 
community involved strict disciplines, including that no 
one in the group could have exclusive relationships, such 
as best friends or preferred companions. They were 
required to spend equal amounts of time with each 
person during the year. 

The Archbishop also emphasised the practice of 
disagreeing well. “That is about not just knowing you 
disagree with someone, but accepting it and moving 
forward in your relationship and trying not to let it be a 
stumbling block, because you can’t just say someone’s 
wrong and run away when they live next door to you,” 
Jason said. “But also learning how to be comfortable 
worshipping together. I think when you feel comfortable 



Lambeth: One year of study, 
prayer, service
worshipping with people, that’s one way you know you’re 
drawing closer in unity – especially with three services a 
day.”

There were weekly “community times” when the group 
sat together to talk about whatever they wanted to 
discuss, including disagreements or interpersonal conflict, 
with rules guiding the discussion. Reconciliation, when 
necessary, was designated to take place during worship.

The group studied together Monday to Wednesday, 
hearing guest lecturers from around the world on wide-
ranging theological topics.  And there was also weekly 
participation with a local charity. Jason volunteered in a 
residential care home for men who have experienced 
many hardships in life and as a result have turned to 
alcohol, many now with chronic alcohol addictions.

“Through loving and getting alongside them, you start to 
realise how fragile they actually are and how lonely. Most 
of the men don’t know their family or have little 
connection with their family. Just being there to support 
them and listen to them has been one of the most 
challenging and rewarding experiences of being a part of 
the Community of St Anselm.”

Journeying so closely together at Lambeth Palace over 
the course of a year created a unique opportunity for the 
community members to see God at work in one another.

“It was amazing to see transformation in people’s lives 
and in my own life – my attitude toward other traditions, 
my attitude toward other people. We all have our own 
flaws, yet it’s amazing to see how God works in everyone 
individually and differently, and how the Holy Spirit knows 
how and when to work on that person.”

The community was uniquely positioned to provide 
prayer support during an historic gathering at Canterbury 
in January 2016, when leaders of the worldwide Anglican 
Communion gathered at the Archbishop’s request. Jason 
and the other residents were in fervent prayer each day 
over the meetings, drawing on their year-long prayer for 
unity described in John 17. 

Jason also had the opportunity to participate in two silent 
retreats. The first lasted eight days. The second, a St 
Ignatius Spiritual Exercises Silent Retreat, lasted for 30 
days at a monastery in Switzerland. 

Transitioning out of the community back into daily life 
hasn’t been easy. Jason has grappled with how to 
maintain a discipline of prayer, knowing that it’s not 
realistic to wedge hours of prayer into each day when 
balancing all the other demands of contemporary life.

“With the amount of time that we’ve spent in prayer, you 
become hungry for praying and being with God. What 
you’ve tasted, you want to carry on experiencing that over 
and over. However, it’s trying not to be legalistic or 
self-righteous about this, but being real and honest with 
yourself if you miss a prayer time.”

Jason is maintaining contact with the other members of 
his cohort, who are discussing a reunion in the future. And 
as the new group starts the programme’s second year at 
Lambeth Palace, they will continue to repeat the words of 
Jesus from John 17: 20-21, “I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them 
may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.”

“I think when you feel 
comfortable worshipping 
with people, that’s one 
way you know you’re 

drawing closer in unity.”



Prayer Calendar

October

1st week

2nd week

3rd week

4th week

November December

Didsbury Lectures 
(24th-27th)

Pray for Professor 
Michael Gorman as 
he meets with our 

students, alumni, and as 
he delivers the lectures

For students finishing 
assignments

For students who do 
not have family and 

homes, that Christmas 
may be blessed

Thankfull for the hope, 
the peace, the joy, 

and the love of Christ 
as we prepare to 

celebrate His birth

For students as they 
complete assignments

MWRC Methodist 
Seminars, Oxford (3rd)

Cornwall Learning 
Centre (11th-13th)

Open Day (15th)

Wisdom as NTC Board 
of Governors meet 

(18th & 19th)

The NYUK Houseparty 
@NTC (21st-23rd)

Pray for young people 
and leaders as they 

travel and meet 
together

Student recruitment and 
our Open Evening 

NTC (6th)
 

Howard Peskett and 
students at the Cornwall 

Learning Centre (9th-10th)

Graduation weekend 
October (14th & 15th)

Pray for our Recruiter 
Michelle Robinson as 

she leaves Manchester 
to pastor in London

Join us in giving 
thanks for our new and 

returning students

Garstang Learning Centre 
(19th)

For community and 
inspiration for those 

attending the Inspire Day 
and Creative Retreat @

NTC (26th)

Deirdre and Peter 
travelling for Eurasia 

Educational Meetings in 
Cyprus (2nd-6th)

Reading and Research 
week (7th-11th)

Global Holiness Alliance 
meet @NTC (11th)

Our fundraisers as they 
train and complete 

funding applications



January February March April

Please pray for student 
recruitment and 

ongoing interviews with 
applicants

Student Appreciation 
Day and meal (21st)

Please pray for students 
in placements, for the 
churches and places 
where they minister 

The College’s Finance 
Office preparing 

for the end of 
the financial year 

accounts 

Dare to Dream 
Conference and for 
Nazarene leaders 
participating in 

legislative meetings
(17th-19th)

UG intensives 
(16th-20th)

Julie and the Garstang 
Learning Centre 
students (21st)

For our Academic 
Office preparing 

documents for the 
QAA annual visit 

Prayers for our 
students as they 

move forward with 
employment, ministry, 

and further study

NTC Open Day (7th)

Northern Power House 
Christian Women in 

Leadership (11th)

Final year students 
as they complete 

dissertations

Dr. Phil Meadows, 
travelling to speak at 
Asbury Theological 
Seminary, Kentucky 

(3rd-4th) 

Prayers for all Ministers 
in training with us - 

and for the processes 
of discernment they 

underake

Peter speaking in 
Garstang (12th)

Pray for our 
maintenance team who 
keep our grounds and 

buildings running 

Please pray for our 
students who are far 

from home

Prayers for students 
- for changes in 

circumstances and 
financial needs

Reading & Research 
Week (20th-24th)

Please pray for  
our faculty and 

students; for rest and 
refreshment

MA intensives 
(7th-14th)

New students as they 
prepare to start their 

courses



Two new undergraduate pathways started in September, 
offered simultaneously in Glasgow and Manchester, 
through a new collaborative partnership between the 
Scottish School of Christian Mission (SSCM) and Nazarene 
Theological College (NTC): a BA (Hons) in Theology 
(Youth and Community), and a Certificate in Theology 
(Pioneering Ministry). These are in addition to the Masters 
pathways that are already running in Theology (Urban 
Mission) and Theology (Transforming Leadership).

Students from England and Scotland converged at NTC 
for a one-week intensive to launch both pathways which 
will see students joining in Manchester three times a year 
for classes, which facilitates students to reflect on and 
share their learning and experiences. 

The Pioneer Ministry Certificate is designed to help 
students think about new ways of doing mission in 
Western, post-Christian contexts. It was felt Pioneer 
Ministry meets a need among people who recognise that 
traditional forms of church and outreach in the United 
Kingdom are less effective than they once were, and want 
to create new models of church.  

As a regular church volunteer, Adrienne Malcolm, of Ayr, 
Scotland, enrolled in Pioneer Ministry because of the 
placement and the partnership with Forge Scotland, “a 
training and resourcing organisation for new missional 
expressions of church”. An additional attraction of the 
Pioneer Ministry Certificate was the theology classes, so 
Adrienne could have opportunities to strengthen her faith.

Pioneer Ministry isn’t necessarily about pioneering in a 
geographic place, according to Graeme McMeekin, 
Vice-Principal of SSCM. “It can be with communities who 
would not normally make contact with the church, such 
as interest groups. How do we reach out to those who are 
involved in the creative arts, for example? Or sports? Or 
the homeless? We want churches to engage with their 
communities and be a proactive part of social 
transformation that goes on within communities”

Jen Clarke, who now lives in Glasgow, enrolled in Pioneer 
Ministry to strengthen her theology and learn how to 
develop new missional approaches through things she’s 
passionate about, such as the arts and creativity.

A Collaborative Vision for Learning

The Youth and Community pathway is designed to 
respond to the continuously “changing landscape of 
youth and community work,” said Alia Pike, Course 
Coordinator for NTC. This includes practical placements 
embedded throughout the course. Further to this, the BA 
(Hons) Theology (Youth and Community) pathway has 
quite a  unique joint professional validation through CLD 
Scotland and the JNC through NYA validation.

The course has attracted students who are already 
involved in youth work, such as Matthew Blair, of 
Kilmacolm, Scotland, who works with Youth for Christ. He 
was motivated to further his studies because young 
people were asking him theological questions that he 
didn’t always feel prepared to answer.

“It’s opened my eyes up to how 
big God is and His mission, not 
just for my life but for everyone 

and everything. We just get to be 
part of that and join Him in it.”

Jen Clarke, Pioneer Ministry Student

“We encourage students to reflect on who they are as 
professionals, becoming a reflective practitioner is a key 
part of this course”, said Alia. The Youth and Community 
pathway equips Christian youth workers, not just as youth 
workers, but as agents of change in their communities,  
“Exploring how you transfer or explain your faith, and 
understanding of God and the Bible within the youth and 
community context you work in”.

Andy Clark, of Linlithgow, Scotland, is a youth worker in 
his local church and appreciates that the partnership 
between NTC and SSCM enables him to study in Scotland 
where he’s already working. “There’s no comparable 
courses [here], but I also like the Manchester connection 
– going away for intensive weeks. I’m trying to do my 
youth work job at the same time. So doing one week of 
intensive lectures saves me a day every other week.”

Both NTC and SSCM are delighted to be working together 
to serve the Church and communities through education 
and training.

“That longing for learning - that’s 
what I’ve taken away from this.”

Matthew Blair, Youth and Community Student



We would like to use this space to introduce you to one or two of our doners and volunteers. Nazarene Theological 
College’s (NTC’s) donor community today stands at over 200 individuals and numerous churches. It’s an incredible, 
diverse group of people. We have supporters from around the world.

Support also comes from our amazing volunteers who have given countless hours of service over the years. Also, with 
your support, in 2015-16, we raised over £95,554.93 for scholarships, bursaries, awards and campus development.  

But who are our donors of money and time? And what motivates them to give?

Lee Cook
When I retired I told the Lord wherever he wanted me 
to go, whatever he wanted me to do...and he led me to 
NTC.  I’m now finishing my second year as a volunteer 
and really can’t imagine being anywhere else or doing 
anything else.  

It’s been such a privilege to work with the amazing 
people at NTC who are dedicating their lives to 
equipping people to serve the church.  I love the global 
community represented by our students and staff and 
how getting to know them has broadened my own 
thinking.  

It’s exciting to see students grow spiritually as well as 
in their approach to studies.  I’ve been inspired by 
hearing their stories and seeing how God is working in 
and through them.  

NTC has brought joy to my journey and I’m very happy 
that I responded to the call to serve.

Ruth Copeland Holtz
When my husband Dave died, a few friends in the UK 
began an award for the youth ministry in his memory 
and I wanted to continue with this.  

Dave was passionate about youth ministry and had 
invested his life to this in Canada.  We fell in love with 
the College the first time we visited and this award 
assists students as they prepare to minister with youth 
and community. In some way doing this helps keep the 
memory of Dave alive.  

John Paton
My years in College as a student were from 1960-63, 
for which I am grateful to God and the church 
permitting me the privilege of studying in preparation 
for the ministry.

When our District Superintendent, Rev Philip McAlister, 
suggested the possibility of a small team of retired 
elders, who had been students at the college to come 
as a “work and witness” team, I accepted the 
opportunity gladly as a practical way to say “Thank 
You”. 

I must admit it looked like an episode from “The Last of 
the Summer Wine,” but we even surprised ourselves at 
what could be done if it is done with a whole heart. We 
had a great time painting, restoring and helping to 
clear up in the garden. Lots of fun and laughter could 
be heard in amidst the activity not to mention the 
creaking joints and aching backs!

Would we do it again? - You better believe it - and 
while on the subject I discovered to work on the 
college you don’t have to be part of a work and witness 
team. If you have a skill that could be used practically 
around the college then Debi Green would love to hear 
from you. Perhaps we will see you down there!

How to support the next generation:
There are numerous reasons why our donors give of their time and money.  Maybe you or your family or 
friends have benefited greatly by being part of the College community.  We cannot exist without these 
generous gifts of time and money.  

The impact of your gift of money and/or time is tremendous.  Thank you!
Debi Green

If you would like to contribute towards supporting the next generation, however large 
or small, please visit our website, call our Finance Office to make arrangements or 
contact Debi Green: dgreen@nazarene.ac.uk  

Richard Schuster
I strongly believe in the goals of Christian higher 
education, and have spent nearly all of my adult life 
surrounded by and being immersed in students’ 
personal and academic lives.  

The worldwide need for well-educated Christian 
leadership is unlimited.  

Since I am only one person, and therefore cannot 
possibly meet all those needs, I want to help and can 
help prepare many young Christian men and women to 
serve Jesus Christ, wherever He calls them to serve. 
Anticipating and seeing their individual lives of 
Christian service is my greatest happiness.   (Librarian 
Emeritus, Mount Vernon Nazarene University, USA)

Generosity exemplified...



And throughout the thesis, Julie looks at the roles of 
kenosis and theosis in becoming resigned: the emptying 
of self and the corresponding infilling of God. “It’s 
mirroring the life of Christ – the emptying of the self in 
order to be filled by God. Resignation is the emptying of 
the believer to be filled by God in sanctification. I argue it 
is an active word. People actively resign themselves to 
God. It’s not a passive thing. Surrender has more of a 
sense of passivity. “‘Resignation’ as it is used now has lost 
the sense of being a positive, active choice”

Whereas 18th Century Western Christian culture heavily 
emphasised obedience as a theme of the Christian life, 
making theology such as the radical self-emptying of 
resignation more celebrated and sought after, many 
Western Christians today live in cultures that elevate 
self-gratification above all other pursuits.

“’Resignation’ doesn’t easily translate into our 21st 
Century context,” Julie said. “We don’t really use the word 
within Christian faith now. When individualism is such a 
strong theme within our culture, we don’t have the same 
obedience culture that Charles Wesley had. Maybe we 
need to reclaim the word. I don’t think there is another 
one that gets across the same meaning.”

Julie decided to test out the word as Charles meant it at a 
spiritual retreat. During one of several sessions, she used 
‘resignation’ as the theme and asked the participants to 
pray around that theme. In the feedback, most said that 
session was the most difficult to connect with. The issue 
to grapple with now is whether and how we engage with 
an attitude of resignation as 21st Century Christians.

Indeed, how appropriate is such a spiritual emphasis in 
our culture? Such questions, and more bridge Julie’s 
research with her work of teaching and research in the 
area of Christian spirituality through NTC.

The rich theological connotations of Charles Wesley’s use 
of ‘resign’d’ have been lost to 21st century Christians, 
argues NTC Chaplain and Lecturer in Practical and Social 
Theology, Revd Dr Julie Lunn, in her PhD thesis which she 
successfully defended this summer (Congratulations!).

In “Simply Resign’d and Lost in God: Resignation and 
Sanctification in the Hymns of Charles Wesley,” Julie 
shows that Charles used the word “resignation” in more 
than 300 hymns to describe a temperament of the 
believer which allows him or her to receive sanctification 
as a gift from God.

“Entire Sanctification” is the signature theological 
concept that brothers John and Charles Wesley are 
known for emphasising in their writings and ministry, and 
which forms a central doctrinal belief in denominations 
that formed around their teachings in the centuries 
following their deaths, from Methodists to Wesleyans to 
Nazarenes.  

While John wrote volumes of prose and letters, Charles is 
still well known for his prolific hymn writing, many songs 
still being sung today in mainline and evangelical 
denominations around the world. In studying his lyrical 
writings, she noticed that he drew a connection between 
“resignation” and “sanctification.”

“Resignation is one of the key tempers for Charles Wesley 
which indicates sanctification,” Julie said. “It’s about the 
response of the heart to God. In Charles’ hymns, in the 
structure and text, there’s almost always a response to 
God. Meekness, quietness, humility indicate a state of 
resignation. Sanctification could not be given by God if 
the person was not resigned to God.”

In studying Charles’ extensive use of the word, she 
noticed he employed it with a variety of nuances or 
contexts, allowing her to distinguish categories of use. 
She dedicated a chapter to each: the resignation of Jesus; 
resignation of the believer’s will and heart to God; the 
believer’s resignation of things and people to God; the 
resignation of the whole self and being to God during life; 
resignation of the self to God at death.

Faculty Profile:
Revd Dr Julie Lunn

‘Resign’d’ in Charles Wesley’s Hymns

“How do we approach the 
spiritual challenge of self-

emptying, loss, of being nothing, 
so that Christ might be all in all?”



I was asked to lead a seminar stream at Youth Camp last 
year, in which I would deliver four sessions on Church 
History. There were fifteen people in my sessions. All but 
the two leaders in the room were between the ages of 
11-16. It was one of the best teaching experiences of my 
life. The young people listened, participated, asked deep 
questions and thoroughly engaged in learning about the 
history of the Church. One session I will never forget was 
on Martin Luther. I had them do an exercise at the 
beginning of the lesson. On big pieces of paper, I asked 
them to write down everything they didn’t like about the 
Church, or everything they think needs to change in the 
Church. I asked them to be honest and not to hold back 
to tell me what they really thought. And to my delight, 
they did. 

You may be able to guess some of what they said, 
‘Church is boring. It is for old people. I don’t like the 
songs. I wish we had food in the service. I wish it was 
more entertaining and fun…’ They did say some of these 
things, but a consistent answer that was given by nearly 
all of the young people was this: We want to participate. 
We want to be involved. We want to have a role. I was 
taken aback. 

After the activity, I then proceeded to tell them the story 
of Martin Luther, a man who spoke up and said what he 
thought needed to change about the Church.  He is 
known to have said, ‘You are not only responsible for 
what you say, but also for what you do not say.’ I asked 
the young people if they had ever been asked questions 
like these before. They said it had never been asked of 
them. I asked if they would be willing to speak up, and 
they said they would, if given the opportunity.

Next year marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther 
nailing his 95 Theses (95 statements about the church’s 
teaching and practice) to the door of the Wittenberg 
church. This was one spark of many, which ignited the 
flames of what we now call the Protestant Reformation. 
Luther wanted to be heard. Luther could not be silenced. 
He observed practices of the Church which were taking 
advantage of the common person. In many ways, he saw 
the danger of having a church body who were not invited 
to fully participate. He led a movement in Germany, the 
implications of which continue to be felt today. 

As I spoke to the young people about Luther, I saw a 
hopeful look in their eye. I saw a group of people who 
honestly wanted to be involved, to be heard, to 
participate. I saw a group of people for whom Martin 
Luther stood up and spoke. I saw the Church, not of the 
future, but of today.  I wondered if participation meant 
more than within the walls of the church building.

I wondered of the other ways in which young people’s 
desire to participate and be included might be enacted in 
areas of social justice, social action, politics, and 
discipleship. 

As a teacher of Church History I often get asked 
questions like these: ‘Why study the past? What’s the 
point of learning about a bunch of dead people?’ I often 
respond by saying, ‘We should be asking, what can we 
learn from the past; what can the past teach us about 
today?’ As I was preparing for that day of teaching a 
group of 11-16yr olds I found myself asking the question, 
‘What can these young people learn from the 
Reformation?’ They very quickly answered my question. 

We learn the importance of not keeping silent in the 
Church and society. We learn of the impact speaking out 
and taking action can have. We learn that there is a desire 
within all of us to participate, to join in, and to be heard. It 
is my hope that the challenges the Reformation sought to 
overcome will continue to be overcome in new ways and 
in a new day. 

*If you are interested in learning more about the 
Reformation, NTC is producing a small-group study which 
will be made available at the Church of the Nazarene, 
District Assembly in March 2017, or by contacting the 
College. In addition to the study, the college will be 
hosting a Reformation Forum in June/July of next year. 
Please save this date and plan to join us for a day of 
learning and reflection on this significant time period in 
the life of the Church. 

Dr Joseph Wood is a Lecturer in Church History, 
Historical Theology and Wesley Studies at NTC, and the 
Study Abroad Coordinator

Nearly 500 years ago, Martin 
Luther inspired the Youth of Today

“We want to particpate and 
be included”



Dwight’s sights from the Middle 
East 

During the spring of 2016 Revd Dr Dwight Swanson, 
Senior Research Fellow & Senior Lecturer in Biblical 
Studies at NTC, journeyed to Jerusalem with his wife 
Kathy for a 3 months Sabbatical leave. 

Alongside his specialism in Biblical Studies (Old 
Testament), Dwight is the Co-Director of the Manchester 
Centre for the Study of Christianity and Islam (MCSCI), 
based at NTC, Manchester. Evident in his photo-journal 
are examples of some of the places and people he was 
able to visit in relation to this role and his ongoing 
research and teaching with MCSCI.

Dwight wrote, “My intention was to spend my sabbatical 
leave in the Middle East, particularly Jordan, with a view 
to building stronger links for MCSCI with the Church 
there, and to take classes in Arabic. In the process of 
planning, it became known that the church in Jerusalem 
was in need of pastoral support for the home assignment 
of the Twals [Pastor Shahade Twal and his wife Anabel] 
at precisely the period of time I was planning to be in the 
Middle East. Kathy and I supplied that pastoral support.”

Dwight and Kathy were involved with Pastoral care for 
the English-speaking congregation in Jerusalem - 
preaching, and offering a  Bible Study for young adults. 
“This became the heart of our time in Israel, while living in 
an Arab suburb of East Jerusalem, just outside of 
Bethlehem, and experiencing every-day life during a very 
tense time of low-level violence. In a three week period 
five people lost their lives in incidents at the Damascus 
Gate, just five-minutes’ walk from the church.”

Dwight also undertook research at the Orion Center for 
the Study of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and worked on his 
Arabic, as part of his commitment to the MCSCI. He spent 
some time in Jordan, learning about the Church as a 
minority in a Muslim-majority country. Visiting a refugee 
camp in Beka’a Valley, he  saw the Church’s work among 
the many displaced persons in the Middle East. He also 
taught Pentateuch for Eastern Mediterranean Nazarene 
Bible College in Beirut, and presented a paper to the 
Faculty of Arab Baptist Theological Seminary. In each 
country he built contacts with theological educators.

A photo-journal of time spent in Jerusalem, Jordan and Beirut 

Jerusalem Nazarene Church

16th Century  Mosque, Sidon
Mosque guide and official (left and centre), Dwight (right)

“This was a very fruitful time, in 
many ways. It was a mixture of 
tension and exploration, and I 
came home exhausted - but 

feeling it had been a very good 
Sabbatical”



Sun el Fil Nazarene School, Beirut. NTC PhD student Nabil 
Habiby teaches here Refugee Camp, Beka’a Valley

East Jerusalem near the church. The Dome of the Rock on 
the Temple Mount in the distance

Wadi Jabbok, Jordan. 
The river Jabbok begins in Amman (Rabbath-ammon) and flows to the north before heading west to the Jordan River.
It is most likely that Jacob’s journeyed down this valley back to the Promised Land. It is said that this is the place where Jacob 
wrestled with an angel (Genesis 32:22-31)



Creative 
Retreat Day

November 26th 

Uncovering our Identity Through the Eyes of Christ.
With artist Lesley Sutton

£20 per person (including materials and lunch)
Register online 

www.nazarene.ac.uk/creativeretreat2016

www.nazarene.ac.uk

Casual Study 
options 
Manchester 
and Glasgow

Take a unit over a one week intensive in Manchester, January 16th-20th
 or weekly in Glasgow or Manchester from January 23rd 2017

Spiritual Formation (Glasgow and Manchester)

Church History (January 16th-20th, Manchester)

Wesley Studies (January 16th-20th, Manchester)

Contemporary Issues (Evening class, Manchester)

Register online or enquire about other classes 
www.nazarene.ac.uk/short-courses

www.nazarene.ac.uk

Sydney
Martin 

Memorial Lecture 
2017

 Speaker: Revd Dr Sally Nelson
Dr Nelson’s PhD was on narrative and suffering, and she has research and 

teaching interests in the theology of disability

Title of lecture to be confirmed

Save the date!
30th May 2017

www.nazarene.ac.uk

Come along to one of our 

Open Days and 
Open Evenings
Visit us and you’ll get a sense of our nurturing learning environment. 

Chat with faculty, staff and students alike – it’s the perfect way to decide 
if Nazarene Theological College is right for you.

Tuesday November 15th Open Day 10:30am - 3:00pm 
Tuesday December 6th Open Evening 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Tuesday March 7th (2017) Open Day 10:30am - 3:00pm
Tuesday May 9th (2017) Open Evening 7:00pm - 9:00pm

www.nazarene.ac.uk


