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I’m one of those people who says on the 
22nd June each year that ‘the nights are 

drawing in’. So, in fairness, I also need to 
say on the 22nd December, ‘the days are 
getting longer, aren’t they?’ Well, probably. 
(I write this with sun is streaming into my 
window. Really!)

But actually, Spring is a very interesting 
and busy time at the College. It can be a 
time of new beginnings and opening up to 
the future. Several weeks ago, the January 
Intensive MA students graced our College. 
Five continents were represented, always a 
reminder to me of the victory of the Lamb 
who has ‘ransomed for God saints from 
every tribe and language and people and 
nation ‘(Rev 5:9 NRS). The stories I heard 
of God’s grace in lives led to thanksgiving: 
dreams come true, healing from hurt, 
challenges to change.  

Now, we are in the middle of our spring 
semester. The campus is full – the buzz in 
the café at morning coffee/tea break is 
testimony to that. (And it is a reminder of 
how thankful we are to those who supported 
the Principal’s Project that will expand 
this space!)  It’s wonderful – a sign of 

vibrancy and welcome to those attending 
the College for the very first time as well 
as those returning. It is a reminder – a 
daily reminder – of the importance of 
the College community expressed not 
only through worship and study, but just 
through the joy of being together.

God has been very gracious to us – and 
we trust him for the future. Pray with us that 
we will be faithful servants. And pray for 
Deirdre, our Principal, who is on Sabbatical 
Leave, that God will richly bless her and 
refresh her.

Kent Brower, Acting Principal
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The campus is full – the buzz in 
the café at morning coffee/tea 
break is testimony to that.

A letter from the acting NTC Principal
Dr Kent Brower
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Throughout Greco-Roman history 
the fate of a woman was variously 

described from someone to be oppressed 
and despised (especially without male 
protection, cf. P. Flor., 58, 14) to having 
some sort of equality with men and having 
influence (especially, the fate of capable 
or affluential women, cf. Stob. Ecl., iii, 520, 
10ff). Generally, however, in different forms 
of writings a woman’s position is inferior to 
a man, and is even compared to a slave (cf. 
Diog. L., I, 33; Lact. Inst., 19, 17; T. Ber., 7, 18). 

In Old Testament (OT) times, a woman 
is mostly depicted in relation to a male 
authority (husband or father); she can 
have influence as a wife or a mother, 
especially if she acts adroitly (cf. Sarah, 
Rebekah, and Abigail). While we must 
not remake the OT writers (mostly if not 
entirely men) into our modern image, it is 
remarkable that they show how a woman 
can reach an extraordinary position in 
public life (cf. Deborah and Esther). When 
it comes to religious life, women are a part 
of the worshiping community of Israel. 
Although no cases of female priests are 
known, women participate in the festivals 
and sacrificial meals (1 Sam 1:4; 2 Sam 

6:19). They are brought into a covenant 
with Yahweh, just as men and children 
(Deut 29:10ff.). We learn of prophetically 
gifted women, like Meriam and Huldah (Ex 
15:20ff.; 2 Kg 22:14-20), religious leaders 
and speakers of the Lord God. In that male 
dominated society, where women were 
usually portrayed by men, these and other 
examples of influential women speak about 
the possibility of a woman reaching her full 
potential in society when she has proper 
preparation and a gift, just as any man.

Today there is still a tension regarding 
the role of women in church. On the one 
hand, church people recognise that the 
lordship of God in Christ removes all 
differences between men and women, 
uniting them as a people of God. The 
apostle Paul is helpful in respect to this 
liberating proclamation, “There is no 

There is no longer male and female?
Revd Dr Svetlana Khobnya
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“There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave 
or free, there is no longer male 
and female; for all of you are 
one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28) 
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longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 
slave or free, there is no longer male and 
female; for all of you are one in Christ 
Jesus” (Gal 3:28). The early church 
successfully wins men and women, who 
are called brothers and sisters, and who 
receive the Holy Spirit and share worship 
life together (cf. Acts 1:4; 16:13ff.; 17:4, 12; 
Rev 16:1; 1 Cor 9:5). In fact, these events 
are nothing less than the fulfilment of 
the OT prophesies in Christ that the NT 
writers quote, “I will pour out my Spirit on 
all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, ... Even on my servants, both 
men and women, I will pour out my Spirit 
in those days, and they will prophesy” (Joel 
2:28ff. in Acts 2:17-18). This is the character 
of the new age, the age to come, brought 
about through the resurrection of Jesus 
and the outpouring of the Spirit on all flesh.

Moreover, the life and ministry of Jesus 
himself demonstrates his mission to 
women, even if it means breaking Jewish 
customs. He speaks to women (John 
4:27), and on their behalf (Mark 12:40). 
He breaks the Sabbath on behalf of a 
sick woman (Luke 13:10ff) and motivates 
another woman to become an evangelist 
in her village despite her background 
(John 4:7ff). He reinforces Mary’s position 
as a “disciple” at his feet (Luke 10:38ff). 
Women play a significant role throughout 
his ministry and in his genealogy. Jesus 
advocates that the community of his 
followers also demonstrates light for all 
the people (Mat 5:16).

Yet there are difficult passages in 
scripture that appear to challenge 
woman’s equality with men or obscure her 
role in the community. Dealing with these 
passages without considering fully the 
historical, social or narrative background 
leads some interpreters to perceive 
a woman as subject to a man despite 
her equality in the divine family. These 
passages come mainly from the Pauline 
epistles and need to be explained within 
Paul’s context. 

Paul works closely with women in the 
cause of the gospel (women like Mary, 
Tryphena, Tryphosa and Persis, cf. Phil 
4:2-3; Rom 16). Phoebe is designated by 
Paul in Romans 16:1-2 as a deacon of the 
church in Cenchrea. He also lists some 
female leaders of house churches in 1 Cor 
1:11; Col 4:15; and Philemon 2. Paul calls 
Junias alongside Andronicus as prominent 
among the apostles who were in Christ 
before him (Rom 16:7). Paul is the one who 
claims equality of genders in Christ in Gal 
3:2б, as mentioned earlier.

Paul’s practice needs to be read along 
with the passages that are being used 
today as proof-texts against women in 
ministry. Paul can hardly be inconsistent 
in his views on women in ministry, but 

he writes in a society where a woman 
remains mostly uneducated, insignificant, 
dependent and at times is exploited (i.e. 
temple prostitutes). 

Whenever Paul gives specific instructions 
to women, he gives specific instructions to 
men (cf. 1 Cor 11:10ff.; Col 3:18; Eph 5:21ff.; 1 
Tim 2:13ff.; also see 1 Pet 3). Paul places his 
instructions in the context of reconsidering 
the behaviour of both men and women in 
Christ. Without changing the norms of the 
society of his day Paul offers a different 
view on the relationship between men and 
women in Christ, i.e. the one of mutual 
support, respect and rights, one of restored 
relationships between men and women. 
Addressing both men and women (perhaps 
uncommon in his day even to address 
marginalized parties) Paul emphasizes 
the relationship of equal partnership. He 
describes proper worship, where both 
men and women can be dressed and 
conduct themselves appropriately, pray and 
prophesy; where they can learn to become 
genuine Christian leaders growing in faith 
and holiness. 

Paul may not intend to change society 
as a whole, but he expects something 
different from the people of God. The 
church must be a place where its members 
(men and women) live in humility and love 
regarding others better then themselves 
and look to the interests of others 
following the example of Christ (Phil 2). 
The mutual support and working together 

Revd Svetlana Khobnya 
Lecturer in Biblical Studies, BA, MA, PhD 
(Nazarene Theological College)

Whenever Paul gives specific 
instructions to women, he gives 
specific instructions to men.

on all levels to reach the full potential 
before God is also implied in his treatment 
of marital relationships (cf. Eph 5, 1 Pet 3).

In our day, society has been changing 
and many women undertake leading 
positions and play more prominent 
roles. I wonder what Paul or Peter would 
say to us in the light of these changing 
circumstances? Could these changes 
be finally catching up with the heart of 
the gospel concerning the liberating 
and redeeming message for women? If 
so, is it worrying that some of the same 
arguments against the abolition of slavery 
are still used to keep women ‘in their 
place’?  It took centuries for the church 
to recognise slavery as a social injustice 
contradictory to the message of the 
gospel. Changes that flowed from the 
heart of the gospel were too often resisted 
by Christians even when society had 
already changed. The question of women’s 
role still invites us to an open-minded 
consideration, led by the Spirit.
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The Drysdale Lecture

Church
Rediscovered

Rt Revd Graham Cray

16 APRIL
7.30pm

The Sydney Martin 
Memorial Lecture

Searching for God 
after God:

Public theology in an age of 
political re-enchantment

Professor Chris Baker

29 MAY
7.30pm

The MWRC Annueal
 Lecture

Reformation:
Liberty in a Wesleyan Spirit 

and Praxis

Professor Ulrike Schuler

www.nazarene.ac.uk

18 JUNE
5.00PM

The Didsbury Lectures

The presence and 
absence of Jesus in the 

four Gospels*

Professor Markus Bockmuehl
*Title may be subject to change

FROM

29 OCT
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Important donation received into the  
MWRC collection.

We’re grateful to have a wonderful 
collection of Wesleyan books and 

Wesleyana coming to the College from the 
collection of the late Revd Allan Longworth.  
Allan passed away after a lengthy and 
difficult illness on 4th October, just a few 
days after his 80th birthday. 

Allan was a colourful character with 
a larger than life personality. He was 
warm and outgoing, and his faithfulness 
to Christ and the church and his love of 
Wesleyana and Wesley hymns were core 
parts of his character.

Allan graduated from the College with 
the Diploma in Theology in 1973, and he 
and his wife, Eunice, served in ministry 
in Lancaster, Skelmersdale, Morley, and 

London (Battersea Rise). It was while the 
Longworths were in London that Allan 
suffered a brain aneurism. This resulted 
in surgery, and meant early retirement. A 
move back to Bolton was the result and 
over these past years Allan has bravely 
coped with his condition, helped by the 
constant and devoted care of his wife and 
nurse, Eunice.

Allan’s library would fill some fifteen 
bookcases, and includes some rare works:  a 
1st edition of John Wesley’s 1735 translation 
of Thomas a Kempis’s The Imitation of 
Christ, to name but one. The Wesleyana – a 
range of busts, pottery, and  paintings, also 
includes several very important items, and 
will be a rich addition to the Manchester 
Wesley Research Centre.

www.nazarene.ac.uk



Olivet Nazarene University has named 
NTC Principal Rev. Dr Deirdre Brower 

Latz as the recipient of the Reverend Dr Fay 
Quanstrom Chair of Pastoral Ministry. This 
honour recognises Deirdre as “a person 
who is engaged in preparing both women 
and men to follow God’s call into ministry, 
with special emphasis on the training and 
encouraging of women in ministry.” The 
award is in place for a two year period, 
during which time Deirdre will make 
periodic visits to the ONU campus to help 
train men and women for ministry.

 “Rev. Brower Latz more than fulfills 
the qualifications for this professorship,” 
said Dr Mark Quanstrom, dean of Olivet’s 
School of Theology and Christian Ministry. 
“She holds the distinction of being the 
first female principal of NTC, in addition to 
her youth ministry, pastoral, teaching and 
church leadership experience.”

The endowed chair was established in 
2011 through the generosity of Drs Fay 
and Walter Quantsrom.  “We hope our gift 
will inspire others to do the same,” said Dr 
Walter Quanstrom. 

“I feel truly privileged to receive this 
honour,” Rev. Brower Latz said. “I am always 
staggered by the generosity of people who 
support the development and formation 
of leaders who will serve the present and 
future Church. I am particularly aware of 
the responsibility to continually wrestle 
with what it means to be people of faith in 
the midst of our cultures.”
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NTC Principal, Deirdre Brower Latz 
honored with endowed professorship 

at Olivet University.

“I am particularly aware of the 
responsibility to continually wrestle 
with what it means to be people of 
faith in the midst of our cultures.”
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The unconditional love of a local church 
family in the east end of Glasgow made 

Michael and Debbie Kane who they are 
today.  Now it shapes their approach as 
the new chaplain and warden at Nazarene 
Theological College (NTC).

In August, the couple said goodbye to 
their local church family in Carrickfergus, 
Northern Ireland, where Michael served 
on the pastoral team for six years. They’re 

excited to support the NTC community by 
continuing the rhythms of eating, praying 
and worshipping together. 

Michael and Debbie both were first 
exposed to unconditional love and 
acceptance at the Parkhead Church of the 
Nazarene, in Glasgow, as adolescents.

Debbie, who grew up in a non-Christian 
household, encountered the church when 
she was 8 years old. Parkhead members 
went to her neighborhood to play with the 
kids and host a kids club. She and some of 
her friends began attending the church. Until 
that point, on the streets where Debbie had 
grown up, what she saw from adults was 
drinking, arguing, shouting and cursing. The 
kindness and patience of adults at church 
was mystifying and disorienting to her.

“When I was about 11 my mum started 
going to the church,” Michael said. “She gave 
her life to Jesus and got saved. That resulted 
in a huge transformation in her life.”

His mum took Michael to church as well. 
He didn’t like it at first, but “the people at 
Parkhead made a huge impression on me. 
Some of the kindest and most generous 
people I’ve ever met in my life.”

Changed by Unconditional Love

At 15, Michael prayed a prayer of faith, but 
soon began to go drinking with friends, who 
pulled him into a lifestyle of drinking, trying 
drugs and partying.

Meanwhile, at 15, Debbie realized she 
loved the people of the church and Christ, 
and decided to follow Him. She developed a 
deep commitment to the church community. 

After Debbie returned from volunteer 
mission in Ukraine, she and Michael were 
married. But Michael was still drinking, and it 
was getting worse.

They saved up and went on a holiday to 
India, but weren’t prepared for the massive 
cultural change awaiting them. They landed 
in Delhi at 3 a.m. – alone. Everything about it 
was opposite to all they’d known in Scotland: 
the crowds, the intense heat, the unfamiliar 
smells, the traffic, the security guards with 
guns. It all overpowered and upset them. 
After arriving at their hotel, Debbie said, 
“We’re not leaving here.”

Michael felt helpless. Flipping through TV 
channels, the only English station he found 
was a Christian channel. 

“The gospel brought everything back 
to me about my experiences growing up 
in the church,” he said. “It was a really 
emotional experience. I started to cry and 
I turned to Debbie. I said, ‘I think things are 
going to change.’”

God worked in Michael, who put an end 
to his drinking habits, and devoted himself 
to knowing and following God. It wasn’t 
long before he recognized God’s call to 
ministry. They moved into the residence at 
NTC,  where Michael studied theology while 
Debbie worked. 

“Our first experience here was a 
continuation of what we had known in the 
church,” he said, “a community of love 
and acceptance.”

After Graduation, Michael joined the 
pastoral team in Carrickfergus. They lived in 
a large house where their door was always 
open, and they brought many people around 
their table for meals and community.

This summer, they accepted the new 
roles at NTC, and are again living in 
the residence – now with their 2-year-
old son, Mikey. They bring to NTC that 
unconditional love and acceptance that 
first changed their lives in Glasgow. 

 “NTC is a safe place where people want 
you to flourish as an individual in all aspects 
of your life,” Debbie said. “We’re just an add-
on to what’s already here.”
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“It was a really emotional 
experience. I started to cry and I 
turned to Debbie. I said, ‘I think 
things are going to change.’”
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The first time Mick visited Nazarene 
Theological College, it was only to give 

a ride to his friend who was applying to 
enroll. When a faculty member asked Mick 
if he too planned to study theology,  Mick 
asked, “What’s theology?”

With decades of drug and alcohol 
addiction in his background, a few years 
ago Mick had successfully completed a 
12-step recovery process, acknowledging 
his dependence on God to stay sober. 
Compelled to help others like himself, 
he established a rehabilitation ministry 
to help others achieve sobriety through 
dependence on God. 

Studying more about God and the 
Bible seemed a logical way to strengthen 
his work. A few months later, Mick was 
accepted as an undergraduate student 
at NTC. He gave over the rehabilitation 
organization he’d founded into the hands 
of others so he could focus on his studies.

But the first year was incredibly difficult. 
Mick had never finished reading a book in 
his life. And now, he needed to dedicate 
hours a day to reading for class. He 
suspected he might have dyslexia, but he 
had no idea the extent of his disability.

“The words move, and they’d grow taller,” 
he said. “I could read, but I’m reading 
something different from you. When I can’t 
understand something, my mind is making 
it up.” In other words, without his awareness, 
his brain frequently re-interpreted and 

replaced words that he’d read with other 
words. The sentences still made sense 
grammatically, but his understanding of the 
ideas they communicated were wrong.

Staff at the college arranged for him 
to take a reading test. He was diagnosed 
with dyslexia, dyspraxia and Irlen 
Syndrome – all three of which drastically 
interfere with reading.

There was a simple solution: specially 
tinted prescription glasses, the cost of 
which was far beyond his means. However, 
an anonymous person donated funds to 
pay for the glasses. 

“I got the glasses and my world changed. 
My entire world has changed. I read book 
after book. I’ve got a B+ from, like, an E.”

It wasn’t just his academic performance 
that changed. Being able to read his 
assignments led to a new and deeper 
understanding of theology and God. 
Understanding led him to a crisis of faith.

In Dr. Julie Lunn’s class on 18th century 
theologian John Wesley, Mick read 
Wesley’s description of the moment he 
made the leap from knowledge about God 
to trusting in Jesus for salvation:

“I got the glasses and my world 
changed. My entire world has 
changed. I read book after book. 
I’ve got a B+ from, like, an E.”

From a grade E to a B+
Mick Fleming shares his story at NTC and how a simple pair 

of glasses opened up theology.
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Wesley wrote; … while he was describing 
the change which God works in the heart 
through faith in Christ, I felt my heart 
strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in 
Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an 
assurance was given me that He had taken 
away my sins, even mine, and saved me 
from the law of sin and death.

Mick’s incomplete faith until then 
depended on adopting a basic biblical 
morality and following a list of rules to 
please God. Now he was confronted with 
something altogether different, and was 
struck by how much he identified with 
Wesley’s crisis point.

“Because I could read properly [now], 
I understood what [Wesley] meant. He 
didn’t have what the other people had 
before this experience. I identified through 
reading it that this was me.”

He went to Lunn’s office and 
confessed that he didn’t know what it 
meant to be “saved.” 

“She just quietly and wonderfully 
explained it to me, so simply that it just 
brought me to my knees in tears. And I got 
saved there and then in her office.”

Putting himself in the hands of Jesus 
Christ as his Lord dramatically changed 

how Mick serves people with addictions.

“Being saved means knowing for 
certainty, without any doubt, that I belong 
to Christ. Everything’s being seen through 
new eyes. It’s like instinctively knowing; 
I’m not following rules anymore. It’s almost 
like I don’t have to rely on my own thinking 
anymore. I’m seeing things I wouldn’t have 
believed possible before.… I’ve witnessed 
healings, huge changes in people’s life; 
instantly, sometimes. Sometimes slowly.”

Mick recalls a Friday when he visited 
a man who was scheduled for a Monday 
surgery to remove his leg; years of 
alcoholism had destroyed his blood 
circulation and nerves. The leg was black 
and he had lost sensation in the top of his 
head, his leg and his fingers. Mick sat with 
him and they talked.

Mick asked the man what he needed. 
The man said he didn’t know, but realized 
that if he couldn’t stop drinking, he would 
die. Mick asked if he could pray for the 
man. Although the man admitted he did 
not believe in God, he agreed. Mick put his 
hand on the man’s shoulder and prayed for 
about 20 minutes. 
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“I’m always praying for the same thing 
– they will come to know God,” Mick says. 
“It used to be [praying] they’d get sober. 
Now the prayer is they’ll become saved or 
they’ll find Christ or come to understand it. 
The other stuff happens because of that. 
It’s never the other way around.”

The man opened his eyes and 
interrupted Mick’s prayer, saying that his 
fingers, the top of his head and his leg 
were tingling.

Mick has learned through years of 
serving addicts that repentance seems 
to come before healing. Setting aside 
the man’s declaration that his body felt 
different, he asked him, “If you think 
about your life and all your drinking and 
everything you’ve done, are you sorry?” 
The man started to cry; he was sorry.

Mick gave him a copy of the Gospel 
of John, telling him, “It’s been written 
especially for you,” and suggested that 
after reading it, the man should text him if 
he had questions. A few hours later, Mick 
received a text of three words, “Even for 
me?” Mick replied, “Yeah, even for you.”

On Monday, the man went to his surgery 
appointment, but the amputation was 
cancelled. The doctors said it was no 
longer necessary.

The man has been sober for months and 
is among those now attending one of 

the home-based Bible study and prayer 
groups that Mick and other former addicts 
are organizing in communities across the 
northwest. 

“When they identify the suffering love of 
the cross … when they seem to understand 
that, it transforms them. They become 
grateful for the pain they suffer, which has 
made them who they are now, which is 
somebody who is going out and helping 
others. It’s so powerful.”

Not everyone is so instantly transformed 
or healed, Mick points out.

“There are lots of people who have 
become Christians who go through a lot 
of pain -  years, sometimes, to get off 
drugs or alcohol. It seems to be a process. 
Sometimes it’s a long, very painful 
process; sometimes it’s a quick process.”

That doesn’t undermine his belief that 
regardless of each individual’s process of 
transformation, God is the one doing it.

“My observation is the Spirit is moving,” 
Mick added.

A few hours later, Mick received a 
text of three words, “Even for me?” 
Mick replied, “Yeah, even for you.”
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How would you like to prepare 
for 21st century ministry?

Masters in Theology Pathways:
Theology

Practical & Pastoral Theology (NEW for 2018)

Biblical Studies

Aspects of Christian Holiness

Global Mission & Culture

Wesley Studies

Urban Mission

Compassionate Ministry & Humanitarian/

Development Practices

Christian Engagement with Islam

Transforming Leadership

Full details can be found by visiting 
our website at www.nazarene.ac.uk or 
telephone 0161 445 3063

Our aim is to enable you to deliver deeply innovative Christian ministry for 
the 21st century. To ensure there are options for people from all walks of life, 

we offer a range of full-time, part-time or flexible study pathways.

Our full list of undergraduate 
pathways include:

BA (Hons) in Theology

BA (Hons) in Theology (Practical Theology)

BA (Hons) In Theology (Youth & Community)

Diploma of Higher Education in Theology

Certificate of Higher Education in Theology

(A 20% Loyalty Bursary is available for 
all recent NTC Graduates (within 5 years) 
applying for MA or PhD courses).

NTC is an approved partner of 
the University of Manchester.

Decide if NTC is 
right for you!
Find out more about our excellent, 
supportive, friendly learning environment 
through our open days, open evenings, 
or a ‘virtual visit’. With a range of part 
time, full time, distance or flexible study 
options, NTC is truly a formative (and 
transformative!) place to study, a place 
where the seeds of life-long friendships 
are planted, and where Christian faith is 
free to flourish.

Open Evening
Tuesday 27th March 2018 7-9pm

Open Day
Tuesday 8th May 10:30am-3:00pm

Open Evening
Tuesday 19th June 7-9pm

For more information please visit 
www.nazarene.ac.uk

or to register please email 
jbloor@nazarene.ac.uk
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Over the last decade NTC has worked 
with several Nazarene Colleges around 

the globe, helping them to develop their 
faculty at postgraduate level. The first 
partnership was in India; then Southern 
Africa, with NTC-South Africa. 

Currently, NTC is working in MesoAmerica 
with Nazarene Seminaries SENDAS (Costa 
Rica) and with SENAMEX (Mexico).

In Mexico alone, more than 1,300 students 
are enrolled in Nazarene theological studies, 
but barely more than a dozen teachers 
who have a master’s degree are available 
to educate them. El Seminario Nazareno 
Mexicano (SENAMEX) wants more of its 
200+ teachers to have the opportunity to 
earn a master’s degree in theological or 
biblical studies, according to Rev. Gabriel 
Yip, academic dean of SENAMEX.

“In Mexico right now, the persons who 
finish a bachelor degree program are 
studying another bachelor degree – usually 
in education, psychology, sociology or 
administration,” Yip said. “Few people try to 
study a master’s degree… We [the Nazarene 
denomination] don’t have postgraduate 
programs in Mexico.”

Just 10 percent of SENAMEX teachers 
have a master’s degree, he said.

Seminario Nazareno de las Américas, 
(SENDAS), based in Costa Rica and teaching 
throughout MesoAmerica, first approached 
NTC about the project, and extended the 
project to Mexico.

Currently, seven of SENAMEX’s teachers 
are studying with NTC, including Yip.

The first phase of the project, delivered 
in Costa Rica, Mexico, and Guatemala, is 
almost complete: NTC has been delivering 
a Certificate in Continuing Education 
that both provides a professional 
development opportunity and acts as a 
pre-MA foundation for students. SENDAS 
and SENAMEX are distance learning 
institutions, so these NTC classes are 
taught ‘live’ to students in learning centers 
in various countries, and also linked 
simultaneously through video conference. 
Translation is also provided.

Those who complete these studies and 
have the required standard of English 
can then be admitted to begin work on a 
Master’s degree, validated by  the University 
of Manchester.

Growing partnerships: with Seminario 
Nazareno de las Américas (SENDAS)
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“It’s challenging a lot, but we are 
motivated because in the program all 
the subjects help us to grow,” Yip said, 
adding that having guest lecturers who 
come from other cultures and nations 
(United States, United Kingdom) exposes 
the students to different perspectives 
on theology, education and ministry – 
including some of the historical challenges 
faced by the Church. 

 “When they share with us the new 
ways to have education or be the church 
in different cities, we can be church with 
different forms, and that helps us to have a 
better vision about that,” said Yip.

Pastor Lemuel Sandoval, who leads a 
church in Mexico City, is a student in the 
program, and also served as translator 
for Dr Joseph Wood’s course on historical 
theology. Lemuel said that the new 
perspective he developed from the class 
even changed how he thought about and 
arranged the worship space in his sanctuary.

“He was talking about how the church’s or 
the building’s actual architecture transmits 
a message. That got me thinking: In my own 
church, what message do I want to convey 

SAVE THE DATES
NTC Graduation 

Saturday 6th October 2018

Alumni Meal
Wednesday 31st October 2018
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by how I use the furniture? I can’t do a lot of 
changes architecturally, but how can I arrange 
the furniture and the Lord’s table and all 
those things in my church so I can convey the 
message the Lord is present with us?”

In 2017, Joseph Wood taught in Mexico, 
Kent Brower taught in Costa Rica, and 
Julie Lunn and David McCulloch taught 
in Guatemala. They expressed a sense of 
personal enrichment through teaching the 
students in Central America and Mexico.

“SENDAS/SENAMEX adds to the rich 
diversity of our student body,” said 
Wood. “Our own learning is enhanced by 
the participation of people from other 
countries. Our own thinking is being 
challenged and stretched. This is what 
we ask of our students, so it is good 
to have the opportunity to model our 
teaching in practice. “ 

“The whole experience was rich, 
enlightening, and rewarding,” said Julie 
Lunn, who co-taught Practical Theology 
in a Contemporary Context with David 
McCulloch in Guatemala in October 2017. 
“The hospitality we received was superb; 
the friendships formed deeply valued, and 
the language barrier transformed through 
David McCulloch’s fluent Spanish, and 
Ruthie Cordova’s superb translation of 
my class input and general conversation; 
a sign of the kingdom, and sometimes a 
source of laughter.”
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A spring concert in aid of the 2018 
Principal’s Project: Refurbishment 
of the college conference room, 
allowing access for all.

Soloist Sandra Brower
Accompanist T A Noble
Baritone Andrew Heggie 
Accompanist Melissa Heggie
Piano Ben Charles

Tickets: £20
Includes Cheese Board & Drinks (Non-Alcoholic).

www.ntcspringconcert.eventbrite.co.uk
Tel: 0161 445 3063

Venue: J B Maclagan Chapel 
Nazarene Theological College, 
Dene Road, Manchester, M20 2GU

  pring Concert
Friday April 13, 7:30pm

Nazarene Theological College


