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New year - New Students - New Dreams
Nazarene Theological College Class of 2013!
One of the most exciting times at Nazarene 
Theological College is the start of a new year. 
Every year we welcome in a new group of 
students who come full of anticipation and 
apprehension; excitement and energy. This 
year was no exception! 

NTC saw 28 new undergraduate students and 
several more at postgraduate level register 
in the first week of the new year. These 
students represent a large spectrum of ages, 
denominations, ethnicities, and backgrounds. 
The students all have their own gifts, 
talents, abilities and personalities. Moreover 
each come with their own aspirations, 
expectations, hopes and dreams. Put all of 
this together and you can understand why it 
is an exciting time of year for the College. 

Of course it’s even better to hear what some 
of the new students say themselves:  
“I came to NTC to create a solid foundation 
in God that ministry can be built on.” 
David George

“I came to NTC because I fell in love with the 
place when I came for my interview. The area 
was so nice and the lecturers seemed really 
passionate about what they were teaching. 
I’m hoping NTC will teach me enough to 
become a teacher myself but also how to live 
independently for the future. I particularly 
enjoy living in Hurlet and how we’ve become 
a family in such a small amount of time.”
Nic Neal 

As many of you will know, the years spent 
at university are formative years. There will 
be highs and lows, good times and harder 
times but in the end we are shaped by the 
experience. As these new students go on 
looking to reach their aspirations and fulfil 
their dreams we, at NTC, look forward to 
journeying with them to help them realise 
their potential.   
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Where did you grow up? 
I lived in Bangladesh until I was 14, 
as my parents were development 
workers, but finished my schooling 
in Dublin. 

Why did you want to study at 
NTC?
I started in NTC in 2004 and gradu-
ated in 2007. I was actually unsure 

of what I wanted to do when I finished secondary school, but 
had the opportunity to spend time with Steve Birkenshaw in 
Bulgaria in the summer of 2004, who at that time was pro-
moting the college. It seemed like a very interesting option to 
try out.

What did you enjoy/learn at college? How did this 
change/shape you?
I loved my time in NTC and it was undoubtedly formative in 
terms of my faith and personal development, not simply my 
theological perspectives. As for many, it was a case of having 
my existing theological worldview and approach to scripture 
heavily scrutinised. The positive thing about NTC is that the 
life of the college encourages and enables you to rework and 

alumni interview - tim evans
reshape your approach to faith, as opposed to reject it. My 
final year was definitely a time of rebuilding and rediscov-
ering how I approached God and the Bible, but has left me 
a more robust and dynamic faith.

What happened after you graduated?
After I graduated from NTC, I completed a Masters in 
Development Studies and moved to Afghanistan to work 
in the humanitarian/development sector. I worked for a 
development agency that focused on community-based 
peace building projects. I then moved to Jerusalem, to pas-
tor the Nazarene church and help run a research project 
that explored the use of aquaponics, an urban agricultural 
technique that combines growing fish and vegetables in an 
enclosed system. Following the research, which later paved 
the way for various humanitarian projects in the West Bank 
and Gaza, I began to work for the church in Jerusalem full-
time. My wife Kate and I have just returned to Ireland / UK 
to have our first child. 
I would highly recommend NTC to anyone considering 
studying theology. In my opinion it offers a very healthy 
balance of rigorous academic enquiry and personal spiri-
tual formation. I see the benefit of my time at NTC and am 
grateful for the opportunity to study there.

We’re delighted to welcome some new faces to the NTC family.

Revd Julie Lunn takes a part-time faculty post in Practical and Social Theology. She has extensive 
experience in pastoral ministry and chaplaincy, and has been on the teaching team at the Wesley 
Study Centre (Durham University). She is also in the final stages of completing her PhD research.  
She’s married to Andrew (also a minister!) and they have two daughters, Nikki and 
Kirsty.  

Helen Stocker took on the role of librarian this summer, following the retirement 
of Revd Don Maciver. Helen completed her theology degree at St Andrew’s, and 
has just submitted her Master’s dissertation  in library science at the University of 
Sheffield.

Revd Phil Rawlings has been on the teaching staff of the college for several years as a visiting lecturer 
in Islam, but this year has taken on a part-time post as a director of the fledgling ‘Manchester Centre 
for the Study of Christianity and Islam,’ which will be officially launched in the new year. He will be 
teaching, both at undergraduate and postgraduate level, and working with fellow director Dr Dwight 
Swanson in establishing the Centre.  Phil has served for many years as an Anglican Minister, most 
recently at St Bride’s, Old Trafford, and is completed doctoral research at the University of Chester.  

New beginnings at Ntc!

New Centre for Christian Engagement with Islam
The presence of increasing numbers of Muslim populations in 
the cities of Europe, and the worrying phenomenon of militant 
Islamists in the West has produced Western responses ranging 
from fear to violent reaction. Another possible response is for 
Christians to reach out to their neighbours with the love of 
Christ. Canon Phil Rawlings has been doing this for more than 
twenty years, first as vicar of St Bride’s, Trafford, and now as 
Diocesan Interfaith Director in Oldham. He has long had a 
dream of equipping a wider range of Christians and churches.
Over the same time period Dr Dwight Swanson has been 
encouraging the college to develop its academic programme to 
prepare students for ministry among Muslims, a concern flowing out of living in Longsight, Manchester, with its approx 50% 
Muslim population, and involvement in the teaching of pastors in the Arab world.
Now, through the financial support of generous friends of NTC, the resources are available to establish a centre at NTC to develop 
the vision. Its purpose is to work through teaching, learning, equipping, and facilitating encounter and reflection on the relation 
of Christians and Muslims, in the following ways:  
•	 at	the	grassroots,	to	engage	people	and	churches	and	to	raise	awareness	of	the	need	for	Christians	to		 	 			 	
 encounter Muslim people and develop an understanding of the Islamic faith, traditions and practices; 
•	 to	develop	specific	classes	and	programmes	that	explore	ways	Christians	can	encounter	and	engage	with	Islam			 	
 in local and global settings; 
•	 to	partner	with	others	to	train	people	engaged	in	mission;	
•	 to	develop	research-led	practice	in	relation	to	Islam	and	Christianity;	providing	specialist	resources	to	the	global	church			
 with academic excellence.
Progress has already been made in all four areas. A full MA in the subject area will be announced soon, pending approvals for 
the course; partnerships are being forged; and the official launch of the centre will be held at the time of the Drysdale Lecture, 
Monday, March 3rd.
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A first ‘Peace and Justice Gathering’ held in conjunction with 
the Nazarene Educational Project for the Holy Land (NEPHL) 
was held in August. The event was organised by NTC graduate 
and pastor of the Jerusalem Church of the Nazarene Tim Evans, 
together with his wife Kate, with significant NGO experience, 
and co-led by NTC’s Dwight Swanson.
The event was developed with post-graduate students 
and pastor practitioners in mind, to engage critically with 
social justice issues in terms of both theology and practice, 
by exposure to the Israel-Palestine conflict and the varied 
responses being offered by faith-based (Christian, Jewish, and 
Moslem) and non-faith-based organisations in the region. The 
group visited the Aida Refugee Camp in Bethlehem, a village facing demolition near Jericho, a Christian Palestinian farm, and 
Yad Vashem, the holocaust museum. They listened to Christian theologians from Sabeel and Musalaha, a rabbi from Rabbis for 
Human Rights, and the Muslim director of the Lajee Center providing youth educational programmes in the refugee camp.
The programme provided a profound introduction both to the realities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict for everyday people, 
and to the people who seek to bring about reconciliation and justice in the face of seemingly hopeless odds, as well as a 
deepened burden for support of the Christian Church in difficult times.
Twelve people from Europe, the US, and the Middle East, took part in this pilot project of the NEPHL, of which Dr Swanson’s 
biennial study trip is a part. Initial plans were to offer this programme on a biennial basis, but the feedback from 
participants urged making this an annual event.

peace and Justice gathering 2013

Photo used with the permission of The Oldham Chronicie
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Anyone who visited the college over the last 
few months couldn’t help but notice a flurry of 
activity. Thanks in part to those who donated 
so generously to our 2012-2013 Principal’s 
project, we raised nearly £8000, we now have 
new drains and driveways! What a difference it 
makes– especially in the Manchester rain!  This 
year’s project is the refurbishment of the chapel 
and we have gratefully received nearly £10 000 
already. 
Alongside the drive, we have had building 
work done on the college dormitory block: 
an additional common room, dining room 
and kitchen have been finished, and a new 
‘tower’ – complete with stairs to enable access 
to the Graham Memorial Suite flat. As I write, 
the finishing touches are being made on the 
tower. The flat, which will be fully fitted out 

If you are interested in visiting 
the college or enquiring about 
applying to the college then 
please contact:
Graham Meiklejohn 
gmeiklejohn@nazarene.ac.uk 
Tel: 0161 438 1926 (Ext. 1908)

This year’s 
Didsbury Lectures 
feature Professor 
Gordon Wenham, 
Old Testament 
Lecturer at Trinity 
College, Bristol. 
These public 
lectures are held 

at NTC and delivered 7:30 pm each 
evening of October 28th-31st will 
cover the theme ‘Making Sense of 
Genesis 1-11.’ 

Didsbury 
lectures 2013

by November, will provide additional housing for students and volunteers. Again – 
THANKS to those who have persistently and sacrificially given to the college for the 
Graham Memorial Suite Project. We will have a ‘grand opening’ at our Graduation in 
2014. 
None of this is possible without you. The friends and supporters of the college – who 
give so faithfully so that the college can fulfil its ministry to the students who come 
– eager to learn, to gain experience, to grow in faith and ultimately to leave better 
equipped and prepared to serve the Kingdom of God wherever, and however God calls 
them. From The Principal - Rev Dr Deirdre Brower Latz.

Nazarene Theological College
Dene Rd, Didsbury
Manchester M20 2GU
United Kingdom

www.nazarene.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0) 161 445 3063
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News, views and comments to: 

No more lake - 

a thank you!

for more info

nazarene
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

 MANCHESTER

ENGAGE: a practical distance learning training course designed for part-time, 
volunteer and full-time youth leaders.

What? NTC has partnered with CYM (The Institute for Children, Youth and 
Mission) for six years to deliver the Engage: Youth Ministry Certificate in Christian 
Youth Work including participation with CYM to re-write the course. From this 
summer NTC has become a registered agency for the delivery of Engage.

Delivery?  6 training days throughout the year helping people build the 
knowledge and skills to develop as competent and confident Christian youth 
workers. 

Why? A fantastic course for anyone involved in youth work and a great entrance 
qualification if you want to study youth work and ministry further. A nationally 
recognised qualification accredited by NOCN and a JNC endorsement as a youth 
support worker. 

Contact Louise for more information: lkenyon@nazarene.ac.uk 

engage - youthwork training


