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community where people are encouraged
to explore their calling and imagine their
possibilities for the future. Journeying

enrich your life forever: this is a place where
life-long friendships are formed.
We set out to create a community that
encourages students to explore their calling,
while challenging them to consider what role
they can play in the future.
It’s not a journey anyone goes on alone.
At Nazarene Theological College, you’ll be

The Didsbury
Lectures 2018

The Four Evangelists on the
Absence and Presence of Jesus
29 October - 1 November
Professor Markus Bockmuehl
Markus Bockmuehl is the Dean Ireland’s Professor in the
Exegesis of Holy Scripture at the University of Oxford
and Professorial Fellow at Keble College, Oxford.
Venue: J B Maclagan Chapel, NTC, Dene Rd, M20 2GU
Time: 7:30pm - 9:00pm (each evening)
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Get in touch
Email:
enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk
General enquiries:
Manchester: +44 (0)161 445 3063
Glasgow: +44 (0)141 552 4040
Nazarene Theological College, Main Campus
Dene Road, Didsbury, Manchester, M20 2GU
Nazarene Theological College
Glasgow Learning Centre
1345/1351 Gallowgate, Glasgow, G31 4DN

www.nazarene.ac.uk

encouraged to learn alongside your fellow
students, with pastoral care always close by. As
a result, it’s a place where the seeds of life-long
friendships are planted and where faith is free
to flourish.
From many nations, cultures, contexts and
churches we learn alongside each other. Our
diverse experience enriches us, enabling us to
question and wrestle with issues of life and faith.
We offer an excellent academic qualification
from a leading University where people from
all walks of life can experience Christian
community in a life transforming way. Whether
the interest is in part time, full time, distance
or flexible options for study, at Vocational,
Certificate, Graduate or Postgraduate level,

An approved partner of the
University of Manchester

there is something for everyone.
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From the
Principal
Revd Dr Deirdre Brower Latz

S

ome people find change frightening, some

our new Old Testament lecturer Samuel

exhilarating. I love it when its purposeful,

Hildebrandt, who is joining our team from

visionary and stretches just enough that you

Canada (via Scotland and Germany) and will

know God’s in it! Godly-change for us brings

be feet on the ground in January although

about new life, transformation, a call for a

he’s been with us already for various events.

deepening of faith and greater reliance on God We’ve been joined by Pauline McKendrick who
to provide, to lead, to shape and to do a new

is taking on the challenge of our Operations

thing. For those of us who make up Nazarene

and HR Director role. It feels as if God has been

Theological College this kind of transforming

moving us and reshaping us for whatever lies

change is visible, is non-stop and is helping us

in store. And, Dwight Swanson changed roles

learn more about God!

and is pursuing his passion to help Christians

So what changes have we seen?
The first remarkable change is in the number

learn how to show Christ to neighbours and
friends from the Islamic world through his

and recrafted the vision of embodied learning

and this continues. Things are always moving

in the East End of the city. And now the ‘NTC

(and I’m certain I’ve forgotten a lot of things!)

Glasgow Learning Centre’ is up and running! It’s

– but the roots and grounding of the college

exciting and we’re keen to see what God will do

are sourced in a God whose love for people is

as we seek to support those serving Scotland in

relentless, beyond description but above all

hugely diverse ways! This is a hugely stretching

unchanging. I am aware that the passion to

adventure – blessed by hard work, passion and

serve God, to see the Kingdom come, God’s will

with a clear vision to be immersed in a local

done on earth as in heaven, is at the heart of

community and create and engage in thinking

the College. I am conscious that as we pour our

through what it means to demonstrate God in a

lives into creating opportunities for learning

whole variety of ways and places. At our recent

and crafting programmes of study to help

away day we talked about how God had called

deepen, equip and serve those who will serve

us back to our roots in Scotland – and we are so

the Church in hundreds of ways, we do so in

aware that what lies ahead is unknown but the

the name of Jesus – who is the same yesterday,

potential is huge! It’s wonderful to see already

today and forever. But - as I write this, I am

how many people are compelled to walk in the

fully confident that this next year there will be

doors and connect with us.

changes, watch this space for:

God is with us as we serve,
equip, innovate and shape
lives for the sake of the
Kingdom of God breaking in
amongst us!

role in the MCSCI. We’ve also been joined by

• creative new programmes
• greater accessibility
• new routes to discipleship support and
training
• new modes of communication
• more ways for the college to listen and learn
We know we will see things like these – and

of people who, after hearing God’s voice,

a team of NTCers based in Glasgow – Wes

attuning their hearts, plunge in and join us as

White, lecturer in Urban Mission and Biblical

campus as well – after TWO YEARS of

students! Between the various courses that we

knows what God will bring? But we are certain

Studies, Pam Mellstrom, Youth Work and

fundraising 2015-2017 - THANK YOU! - we

run, programmes we engage in, we welcomed

that God’s faithfulness will continue: that our

Community placement coordinator, Brodie

finally got all the permission and plans in

over 300 students this year – that’s a first - and

testimony will be true – above all, God is with

McGregor, Academic Dean for our Glasgow

place and we have a newly extended and fully

to be rejoiced in. If we added them all together

us as we serve, equip, innovate and shape lives

learning centre and lecturer in theology and

improved café area! It’s beautiful, bright, bold,

and put them in one room, it would be a little

for the sake of the Kingdom of God breaking in

Colin Wilson, our Glasgow based librarian. It’s

fresh and welcoming. Your generosity meant

amongst us!

over 150 people. This is AMAZING change – and AMAZING to see what God is knitting together.
a testament to God’s faithfulness to the college
Of course, that I can tell you we have a
as we’ve sought to serve faithfully.
team based in Glasgow represents a quite
Another people centred change we’ve
dramatic development since last year! As our
experienced is in how our team has developed

collaborative partnership with Scottish School of

in incredible ways. We’ve been joined by

Christian Mission came to an end, we captured

06

Change has happened on our Manchester

even more changes come our way – who

that we raised a great deal towards it and it is
already proving to be a place suited to laughter
and gathering, community and prayer.
So what changes lie ahead?
We’ve had a fast-paced nature of change

Revd Dr Deirdre Brower Latz
Principal, Nazarene Theological College

www.nazarene.ac.uk
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Helping the youth
of Bolton overcome
adversity
Hannah Bailie
NTC Graduate 2017, BA (Hons) Theology (Youth & Community)

A

lthough Hannah Bailie had been doing
youth work since she was 18 years old,

“With detached work you go out and speak
to young people, but [before NTC] I didn’t

it was her study of theology and youth work

know the informal education part of it. You’re

as a mature student at Nazarene Theological

going out with a purpose, strategically, to

College (NTC) that revolutionised her

engage with young people and help them. It’s

understanding of what youth work is.

Helen’s lesson that really got me.”

“Before uni, I thought youth work was adultled, but actually it isn’t about that,” Hannah
says. “It’s about being youth-led. It’s their ideas,
and you’re advocating for the young person.
You’re giving the young person a voice.”
After graduation from NTC in 2017, Hannah
became a part-time detached youth worker
for Zac’s Youth Bar, a ministry of the Sycamore
Project in Bolton, Greater Manchester. She
devotes another 18 hours a week as youth
worker for St Paul’s Church, Astley Bridge.
For Zac’s, Hannah’s job is to stroll the
streets of Kearsley, Little Lever, Farnworth,
Stoneclough, Prestolee and Ringly with another
youth worker and talk to young people.
08

Hannah credits a lecture at NTC by
Helen Gatenby for opening her eyes to the
transformative power of “informal education,”
a technique she now relies on when she spends
time with young people.

www.nazarene.ac.uk
www.nazarene.ac.uk
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Page
12 The
Linka
“You
find

conversation starter to see if

they’re going to engage with you, picking up

pieces of materials. She points to a used nitrous

for dyslexia. But she says there was no offer

oxide ‘laughing gas’ dispenser on the sidewalk;

of support afterward, so she questioned the

aspects of what they say. Through them talking, a few steps further lies a discarded balloon,
you can explore wider,” Hannah explains.
In one example, a young person admits that

both items youth use to get high.
As a detached youth worker, Hannah’s job

she has been using drugs. Hannah would ask,

is to “kind of invade their area,” she says.

“Why do you do drugs? What is behind that?”

Discernment is necessary to determine which

She might go on to ask, “What do you want to

groups of youth to approach, and who may

do in your future life? What does that look like?

be open to conversation. Sometimes youth

Can you achieve that if you’re using drugs?”

swear aggressively at her; once, fireworks were

“It gets them thinking and open up more,”
Hannah says. “It’s not about preaching

thrown at her. She’s witnessed drug deals in
process, and seen young people intoxicated.

or telling them. It’s about them exploring

It all is worth it when youth recognize her

it themselves and asking them the right

from a distance and call her over by name, or

questions to get them to think about these

she earns their trust.

things.” In this way, Hannah has shifted to a
youth-led approach to her ministry.

“Now the young people don’t see me as

She passed her GCEs with Cs and Ds without
any special assistance, which she now realises
is a significant personal achievement.

“By having this trust, they see
me in a different light: they see
me as someone who cares for
them and wants to see them
achieve and do well.”
When she sought re-testing before applying
to NTC, again the results were clear: she

They now open up to me. By having this trust,

received support. NTC offered a tutor and other

available for all NTC Graduates

they see me in a different light: they see me as

educational assistance, including instruction to

(within 5 years) applying for MA

someone who cares for them and wants to see

markers to focus primarily on the content and

them achieve and do well.”

thinking in her essays, and give her extra time

H

for exams. NTC’s librarian, Helen Stocker, also

through her own journey to study and
graduate in spite of being diagnosed with
severe dyslexia.
It was in the process of applying to study for

Students from England & Wales

when it was needed.

can apply for student loan

Hannah credits NTC’s caring community with
helping her persevere and succeed in her studies.
“If you got stuck, a friend would come along

her bachelor’s degree in theology at NTC that

and say, ‘I’ll help you with this.’ Or if I didn’t

parts of Bolton, yet, what she sees and hears

Hannah confirmed her diagnosis.

understand the question, the friend would say,

fields of Bolton, she sees evidence of drug use
everywhere: empty plastic bags that contained

Her dyslexia began to cause problems back
when she was in school.
“They would say, ‘you didn’t listen’ or ‘you’re

marijuana or cocaine, shattered alcohol bottles,

a bit slow.’ I got called ‘slow’ a lot when I was

blackened tarmac or concrete in parks and at

younger. I never got any help at all.”

playgrounds where youth have been burning

www.nazarene.ac.uk
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When she reached college, Hannah tested

or PhD degrees.

was available to provide additional support

the youth of economically disadvantaged

the streets and back alleys, parks and playing

A 20% Loyalty Bursary is

had severe dyslexia. This time, however, she

to overcome adversity comes in part

is also heartbreaking. While strolling through

Do you
know?

‘police,’ but trust has been earned and built.

annah’s belief in young people’s potential

Hannah says she loves spending time with

diagnosis she was given.

funding for full-time and parttime MA courses.

‘Let’s break it down and I’ll help you with it.”
“In other universities, you’d just be a
number. At NTC, it’s nothing like that at all.
Everyone wants to see you do well and they

For more information:

want to push you in a great way. They want to

Email: enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk

see you and help you succeed, and for me that

or Tel: +44 (0)161 445 3063

is special.”
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Thank you for helping NTC
complete our new café

W

hen students arrived back on campus

have a coffee break. Thank you for helping us

this semester, they were welcomed

raise over £75,000 for this project. You are more

into a new cafe at NTC. The café has expanded

than welcome to join us for a coffee or tea every

by over forty square meters and includes new

weekday, 10:45am.

bathrooms, accessible toilet and a new patio

To find out what the 2018-19 Principal’s Project

area, where students and staff will be able to

will be take a look on page 42.

enjoy the outdoors, hold barbeques, study or

12
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from all walks of life taught me a lot about the

costs. It was also important for her to keep

complexities of human life. I’m a curious person

working, because the theology she studied has

and like to find out about people’s lives. They’re

direct application to her work.

so giving and they’ll share their experiences and
sometimes even educate us nurses.”
However, she still felt incomplete. For a few
years she searched for what was missing.
“Every time I started something, it didn’t
come to fruition. I realized something was
calling me. One day it hit me: It was theology
that I wanted to study.”
After researching programs in the UK, Lizzie
visited Nazarene Theological College (NTC).
From the moment she set foot on the campus,

“Theology is part of nursing,” she says. “It’s
all about this physical-spiritual healing. Jesus
heals people. He talked to them, he cared for
them. He met people who had mental health
and physical health issues. To me, in my own
mind, it makes sense.”
Class discussions were among the best
parts of her NTC experience. “Debating in the
classroom with the students and lecturers – that
openness to share one’s thoughts – that’s been a
highlight. I’ll miss that.”

she was impressed with the friendliness and
openness of staff, faculty and students.
During an interview with Dr Joseph Wood,
lecturer in Church History and Historical
Theology, she mentioned that originally she

Student Story

is from Zimbabwe. He told her that a staff
member is also from Zimbabwe – “I saw this
woman greeting me in the Zimbabwean way,”
Lizzie recalls. “Then we got to chat. I just knew
it was the place for me. Even when I went to

Lizzie Musekiwa

chapel, I could see myself there.”

NTC Graduate 2018, BA (Hons) Theology

Degree in Theology, while continuing her

A

wrestling with mental illness or substance

entered the field, she wondered if she’d chosen

baffled expressions when she mentions that
she is studying theology.
“There’s a pastoral side to the work I do,”
she points out. It was hard for her to see that,

work in mental health and supporting people
ensnared in substance misuse.

at first. Having studied nursing, when Lizzie

misuse, Lizzie Musekiwa is often met with

14

In 2015, Lizzie enrolled in the Bachelor’s

s a nurse who has worked with clients

the wrong vocation.
When I started working in mental health
after graduating, I found my niche working
with substance misuse clients,” she says. “The
meaningful interactions I had with people

“Jesus heals people. He talked to
them, he cared for them. He met
people who had mental health
and physical health issues.”

“The first year [at NTC] was amazing. It was
fun. Just the welcome, the warmth, I enjoyed
everything about my first year.”
Several days a week she attended classes,

Balancing work and study became especially
difficult in her third year. Lizzie began to slip
behind in her assignments. She applied for
an extension, and quit her job, both of which
allowed her to complete her dissertation with
her best efforts. She grins from ear to ear as
she thinks about the mark she received on her
dissertation, “Can Veneration of Ancestors in
Sub-Saharan Africa Co-exist with Christianity?”
Lizzie has returned to work and is looking
forward to graduating. She’s tempted to pursue
a master’s degree, because she is not sure
she has finished being a student. But she also

chapel and other student activities. Outside

wants to take time to reflect, and ensure it’s

of class, she continued working in health care

the right decision. “I’ve got lots of choices and

in various cities to fund her studies and living

that’s a beautiful place to be.”
15
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Discover your
potential.

Manchester Bible School
Join our evening classes every Autumn and Spring!

BA (Hons) Theology:
General Theology / Practical Theology / Youth & Community
At Nazarene Theological College, you’ll be encouraged to learn
alongside your fellow students, with pastoral care always close by.
As a result, it’s a place where the seeds of life-long friendships are
planted and where faith is free to flourish.
To find out more about our supportive, enriching student
experience please visit our website at: www.nazarene.ac.uk
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Manchester Bible School aims to provide

Courses are offered on Monday evenings over

accessible courses equipping people with a

two 5-week periods; one in the autumn, the

deeper knowledge and practical applications

other in the spring, from 7:30pm-9:30pm

of the Bible and Theology in the context of

Monday evenings
March 4th to April 1st 2019

a friendly learning community. No previous
academic qualifications are required – just a
desire to learn. This is a great and affordable

Autumn 2019 dates will be published on the
NTC website in the new year.

way to experience an introduction to further

Venue: NTC, Dene Rd, M20 2GU

theological education.

For more information on the courses and to
register please visit www.nazarene.ac.uk
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Lord, let Glasgow
flourish
NTC invests in the heart of the East-end of Glasgow

P

opular imagination often pictures the
summer months as long sun-kissed lazy days

NTC Principal Revd Dr Deirdre Brower Latz,
commented at that time: “The vision remains:

full of fun and relaxation. Students and friends

powerful, hopeful, transformative for the sake

of NTC may imagine this to be true for staff and

of the kingdom of God.” So, what is this vision

faculty, after all undergraduate classes have

that remains to be carried forward?

finished and the students have gone. Nothing
could be further from the truth this summer.
In May 2018 it was publicly announced that
SSCM (Scottish School of Christian Mission)
would cease operations. Behind the scenes and
leading up to this announcement there had

“Lord, let Glasgow flourish
through the preaching of
thy word and the praising of
thy name”

been many meetings, long conversations, and
much prayer. These meetings, conversations and
prayer led to NTC deciding to carry the vision of
SSCM forward to serve Scotland, and with this
the NTC Glasgow Learning Centre was birthed.
The summer has been busy with preparations
for our new and returning students. A highlight
was two full and productive days when
Glasgow based staff and faculty were joined
by a team of staff and faculty from Manchester
to move books, paint and put up new signage.
More important than these cosmetic changes
were the conversations, the working together
and fellowship that spoke of one team regardless of which city we are based in – and a
shared vision.

18

The windows of the Learning Centre are
adorned with two statements:
“Explore. Learn. Innovate. Prepare. Equipping
you for Christian Ministry in the 21st Century”.
And
“Lord, let Glasgow flourish through the
preaching of thy word and the praising of
thy name”.
The first statement is as true of NTC in
Didsbury as it is of the Glasgow Learning
Centre. The second statement is thought to
have originated from a sermon preached
by Kentigen, more commonly known as St.
Mungo, the patron saint and founder of the city
of Glasgow, in the 6th Century.
19

These two statements combine to give

This study found that premature deaths in

local expression to the NTC vision to create a

Glasgow were 30% higher than in Liverpool

learning community that is a place to flourish,

and Manchester, two cities with a comparable

and which shapes people of Godly character

industrial heritage and current levels of

and equips them for innovative Christian

deprivation. These gritty realities shape our

ministry in the 21st Century.

learning context and inform our practice, and
ensure that our desire for academic excellence
never becomes detached from the Church
and the communities we seek to serve. As
the former Archbishop of Canterbury states,
“no one learns their Christianity without a

Glasgow
Learning
Centre

local accent,” and we pray that our students
will develop a distinctive accent known for
its devotion to God it’s and tone of mission,
compassion, and love.
In our Glasgow context this carries an
emphasis on equipping for mission, so we
might see communities transformed for the
kingdom of God and His glory. This shapes
the courses that are offered at the Glasgow
Learning Centre.
Our location in the East-end of Glasgow is

“We pray that our students
will develop a distinctive
accent known for its devotion
to God and tone of mission,
compassion, and love.”

not incidental, but embodies our practical and
prophetic concern, compassion, and desire for

At the Glasgow Learning Centre students

A place to flourish

justice for the poor and marginalised in our

are able to study for a BA (Hons) in Theology

BA (Hons) in Theology

society. Our Gallowate premises therefore not

(Youth & Community) and our current students

Youth and Community

only offers a vibrant context for learning, but a

are already making a positive impact in the

challenging setting.

communities that their student placements are

Master of Arts in Theology

Step out of the door and most days you
will see a queue of people outside our near
neighbour the Citizens Advice Bureau. In a city
known for its poor health, the health indicators
for the area around the Learning Centre

located. The Glasgow Centre is also approved
for a range of MA options – particularly
those in the Urban Ministry and Transforming
Leadership pathways.

are among the worst in the city. In 2010 the

Brodie McGregor

Glasgow Centre for Population Health issued

Academic Dean, NTC Glasgow Learning Centre

a briefing paper investigating what policy
makers, health professionals and the press have
termed the ‘Glasgow effect’.
20

Urban Mission / Transforming Leadership
In its urban home on Gallowgate, the Centre offers a vibrant
setting that has a focus on learning in context, integrating
placement-based learning with stretching classroom-based
study. As a result, it’s a place where the seeds of life-long
friendships are planted and where faith is free to flourish.
To find out more about our supportive, enriching student
experience please visit our website at: www.nazarene.ac.uk

21

Number of NTC students graduated in 2018
Certificate

2
Diploma

3

Number of students in 2017-18

NTC: A year
in numbers.

106

NTC is international

Full-Time Students

10

In 2017-18 NTC faculty members have
taught in England, Scotland, Northern
Ireland, Germany, Mexico, Costa Rica,
Guatemala, Australia, USA and India.

International countries represented by
NTC staff, faculty and volunteers: England,
Scotland, Northern Ireland, USA, Canada,
Poland, Russia, Cyprus, Australia, Brazil,
South Korea, Taiwan, Romania and Germany.

14

Degree

14
Masters

13

208

Part-Time Students

PhD

3
NTC PG students received NTC internal bursary discount off tuition
45

£41,745.72

NTC UG students received NTC bursary discount off tuition
12

£9,747.49

Number of NTC students received Hardship funds

30

3500

Number of student
submissions to Turnitin in 201818: Essays, disertations, thesis
and book reviews.

Number of countries that are
represented by NTC students

6
NTC students supported by individual donors/churches/organizations
18

7458

Cups of tea and
coffee served
at 10:45 tea and
coffee break.
22

£50,000+

Number of books checked
out of the library in 2017-18
academic year.

NTC’s score for student satisfaction in the 2018 National Student Survey

4
12500

Number of locations NTC
is currently teaching in
the United Kingdom:
Manchester, Glasgow,
Cornwall and Garstang.

100
100

78
Number of guests registered
on an NTC open day
23

J

ordan had spent three years in the RAF,

are soon dispelled by supportive faculty and

and another three driving a truck. With

students. We are all learning together and we

a history of addictions, he was hungry for

are privileged to be able to share and develop

change, but anxious about the demands of

our ideas with other people.

College: he didn’t know what to expect, or
where it would lead.
Initially, study provided a release from my

The BA taught me a great deal about the
discipline of theology and opened my eyes to
things that never been on my radar previously.

circumstances and I was not able to switch of

However, I feel that the MA taught me more

my brain to open up my eyes to God. However, I

about myself and my ability to deal with

believe God has blessed me with a deep love of

demanding situations. The stress that students

theology. My enrolment onto the Master of Arts

feel is entirely relative, but personally the MA

programme at NTC was a step into the unknown. I was one of the most stressful years of my life.
completed my Batchelor of Arts in June 2017 and

I’m not going to hide the fact that postgraduate

decided to continue my studies in September.

study takes a great deal of time, commitment,

Although I did reasonably well in my

and patience. It stretches you to your limits but

undergraduate studies, I wasn’t entirely
convinced that I would have the necessary level
of academic skill, or indeed the ability to cope
with the pressure, to achieve what I wanted to
achieve with the MA. However, I had a strong
feeling that pursuing postgraduate study was
the logical step and would allow me to develop
further the skills that I gained during the BA.

then, more often than not, you find that your
limits are not as rigid as you may have thought.
I am someone who often struggles with matters
of faith and Christian living, but I feel strongly
that none of this would have been possible
without the love of God.
I’m writing this piece two weeks after the
completion of my MA and I am currently
preparing a proposal for a PhD application at

“It stretches you to your
limits but then, more often
than not, you find that your
limits are not as rigid as you
may have thought.”

Student Story
Jordan Bruen
NTC Graduate 2018, MA (Hons) Theology
24

The structure of the MA programme was
a daunting prospect for me. I struggle with
confidence and expressing myself clearly, so the

the University of Manchester. I expect that the
transition from MA to PhD will present an entirely
different set of challenges. 12 months ago I had
convinced myself that I wasn’t ready for study at
Master’s level; now, I’m having the same mental
conversation about the PhD! But, for the most
part, I am excited to embark on another journey
that I hope will help shape me further into the
person that I am committed to being.
I would recommend a postgraduate

idea that I would have to deliver a seminar paper degree in theology to anybody with a
love for the discipline and a desire to
in front of fellow students who would be free
to challenge me was downright scary. However,

stretch themselves personally, spiritually,

the environment at NTC is such that those fears

emotionally and academically.
25

LINK: Would you elaborate on why you started

LINK: How did you explore your questions

thinking about what it means to be a stranger

through your dissertation?

or to welcome the stranger, and why you
chose that theme for your MA dissertation?

put on the outside, who don’t fit in? What’s

working in Serbia with refugees. But I think,

the biblical perspective of that? Through my

through that year, I learned the stranger isn’t

research I came to the conclusion that, actually,

just refugees. Where I’m from in Mississippi,

we’re [Christians] the strangers.

my church is, there’s literally train tracks, and
on this side is black people and this side is
white people. Although people get along,
there’s still that clear distinction. The majority
of churches [are segregated]: there’s a black
church and a white church, and that’s the way
it’s always been.
I noticed it more than I’ve ever noticed before
after being in Serbia. The pastor I was working
with that summer really had a heart to break
down those walls and the tension and to bring
people from “the other side of the tracks”

Tori Stone

into our church … and to show them they’re

There’s a specific passage in 1 Peter; it talks
about the way that we are now strangers in a
strange land, but then we’re also exiled. We’re
strangers because our home is actually with
God, this is not our home. But we’re exiled
among people who don’t believe.

“This is where we’re supposed
to be; not just sitting in church
every Sunday, comfortable,
singing our hymns and doing
our routine.”

welcome. We were having a vacation Bible

NTC Graduate 2018, MA (Hons) Theology

D

to those who are considered the stranger, or

TORI: I chose the topic because of my year

there’s a lot of racial tension. The place where

A stranger among
strangers

TORI: What responsibility does the church have

school, so we went and passed out flyers.

So my conclusion that we are the strangers,

One of the places we passed out fliers was an

to me that changes the perspective of how

apartment complex, and it was all black people. we do ministry, and how we see other people.
Because if we are the strangers, ministry
I realized I felt more comfortable there … than

uring a year of serving refugees in Serbia,

What she learned from her studies will continue

I did actually being in the church. It was a very

becomes being welcomed by others rather

Tori Stone thought a lot about what it

to shape and inform her experience as she

weird feeling. I felt more comfortable being

than us having to welcome them. We’re the

means to be a stranger. The theme of the

moves this autumn to Dundee, Scotland, to

uncomfortable after my year in Serbia. I just

ones on the outside, who don’t fit, and people

stranger has been with her ever since.

become part of a coffee shop ministry and

saw the need and the hurt and I thought, “This

look at us differently – and it’s supposed to be

Thoughts about being a stranger followed her

church planting project.

is where we’re supposed to be; not just sitting

like that. But because of that, the walls that

We asked Tori to share what she learned about

in church every Sunday, comfortable, singing

separate us are broken down because we aren’t

our hymns and doing our routine.” It’s walking

able to put up the walls. We’re the ones on the

the streets, seeing the stranger.

outside. It’s usually the person on the inside

back home to Mississippi, where for the first time
she felt like a stranger in her own community.
And then on to Manchester, where for the past
year she has studied for her Master’s degree in
theology at NTC. Welcoming the stranger was
the focus of her MA dissertation.
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being a stranger and welcoming the stranger
through her time with NTC, and about the
church plant she will become a part of this fall.

who puts up the walls. We don’t have the right
to put up the wall because this isn’t our land or
our territory to put up walls on.
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LINK: How did studying for your MA help you

Coffee shops are the centre of the community

prepare for future ministry.

in this generation. One of my ministry flaws

TORI: While doing my undergrad [at Trevecca
Nazarene University, Nashville], I was focused
on the theology of it. I feel like my year here at
NTC, I’ve learned more about ministry and what
that looks like.
Also, living on campus … Mick (Chaplain) and

is I’m not good at initiating conversation with
someone. Evangelism is the last in my skills. I
like the idea of being able to work part-time
in the coffee shop where, if I see someone I’ve
seen on the street, I can start a conversation
while giving someone coffee. It gives me a
foundation to speak to people.

Deb (Warden) worked to make a community
that represented what the kingdom would look
like. Hurlet is so diverse, not only in different
ethnicities, but also age differences. The way
that works out, it says no matter what age or
ethnicity you are, if you’re called by God to do
this, then you’re called, and we’re going to build
a community around that and work with that.

“...there are going to be people
who are different and exiled in
that community, and those are
the people I have a heart for
and want to reach out to.”

I think before this year [at NTC] I had the head
knowledge of what ministry looked like … and

LINK: How do you imagine that your time at

not necessarily the whole ministry experience.

NTC will inform your ministry in Scotland?

Although I haven’t been in a ministry position

TORI: When I first left Serbia, I was very

full time this year, I feel like I’ve still learned

focused on refugee ministry, but I see [there

more about what ministry looks like, and I feel

are strangers] in every kind of ministry that we

more prepared to go into ministry.

do. Moving to Scotland I don’t know what the
differences are going to be, as far as the kind

LINK: Describe the ministry you’ll be doing

of people I’ll be working with, what the culture

with Blend Coffee House in Dundee, Scotland,

in that specific area looks like. But there are

through which you’ll plant a church with

going to be people who are different and exiled

several other families.

in that community, and those are the people I

TORI: This week they got the keys to the coffee

have a heart for and want to reach out to. There

shop. They’ve started doing renovations and

are people everywhere like that.

things like that, getting the furniture, tearing
down walls. The hope is to have started by

Reflecting
Deeply
Master of Arts in Theology
Our aim is to enable you to deliver deeply innovative Christian
ministry for the 21st century. To ensure there are options for
people from all walks of life, we offer a range of full-time, parttime and flexible study pathways.

October. Two couples will be focused on
managing the coffee shop. I’ll be focused on
the church plant.
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To find out more about our supportive, enriching student
experience please visit our website at: www.nazarene.ac.uk
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Diversity: The
variegated grace
of God
R

ecently I heard a Canon of Manchester
Cathedral comment that his experience of

We wanted to reach out to our community.
Given the significant proportion of our

the Church in Manchester was of congregations

community that was West Indian, we wondered

of multi-racial and multi-cultural membership.

if we should focus reaching out to that

Someone observed that this is probably an

‘homogeneous people group’. We decided,

urban phenomenon, and would not be the case

however, to affirm our multi-racial and multi-

across the whole country.

cultural make-up as our strength: we would

The comment set off a train of thought in my

witness to the variegated image of God by our

mind. In 1981, when I arrived in Manchester

variety. The church did not grow rapidly, but it

as pastor of the Carmoor Road Church of the

grew to accept diversity as normal.

Nazarene, I found a small-but-not-too-small
congregation that included people from many
parts of the world as well as all over the UK.
I discovered this diversity was unusual in the
city, finding only one or two churches in our
very mixed part of the city that reflected that
mixture in any way. Indeed, African Christian
students would often come to our church

“We decided, however, to
affirm our multi-racial and
multi-cultural make-up as our
strength: we would witness to
the variegated image of God
by our variety.”

after first visiting churches (consisting of a
handful of people) of their own denomination

30

The Manchester church was my introduction

(where their churches numbered hundreds

to the joy of worshipping and learning with the

of members), reporting that they had been

diversity of God’s people. My whole life of service

politely told that they ‘might be more

since has been in multi-cultural settings, teaching

comfortable somewhere else with people of

in three Nazarene educational institutions all

their own kind’. They were often in shock at

serving diverse nations, and returning to be a part

what they found in their Mother Church.

of that Manchester congregation.
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It has become so much the norm that I feel

discover that so many, even among those

This translates into my everyday life as

But, when we catch a glimpse of the riotous

a sense of shock when I find myself in a single-

deemed ‘illegal’ and arriving via leaky boats,

curiosity. When I meet someone different than

diversity of sacred life springing from the

culture setting—which can happen by travelling

are brothers and sisters in Christ?

me, or different than I have met before, rather

creative Word, we can do nothing less than cry

than fearing the unknown I am curious to learn

out, “Holy, holy, holy!”

only a few miles from my church.
What has happened in nearly 40 years? On

I have come to the conviction (that is not too
strong a word) that God intends us to be all

one hand, church membership as a whole has

mixed together. The sin of Babel was the human

continued to decline in Britain at an alarming

attempt to be one homogeneous unit—one

rate. On the other hand, immigration over

language, huddling together in one place. The

the past 20 years—under the generous and

work of the Spirit in Acts 2 brought languages

highly criticized policies of the government of

and people together into one new whole. Indeed,

the day—has brought a significant number of

the whole biblical story is one of migration—

active Christians into the cities. An unexpected

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are all migrants

result has been the breath of new life these

who settle in foreign lands; Jesus was a (likely

committed believers have brought to the

undocumented) migrant to Egypt as a child.

often-dying local churches they have joined.
Many have embraced the newcomers, and
such churches are growing. It is a matter for
thanksgiving and praise to God that diversity
has become the norm across Manchester!

The New Testament text that comes to
my mind on this point, however, is 1 Peter
4:10, where the church is urged to be ‘good
stewards of the manifold grace of God’. That
word ‘manifold’ can be translated ‘variegated’,
‘diverse’, ‘pluriform’, or ‘many-coloured’. It is

“The sin of Babel was the
human attempt to be one
homogeneous unit—one
language, huddling together in
one place.”
This is not a commentary on immigration
And there are lessons to be learned from the
debate over immigration that grips so much
of the West right now. How do we respond to
‘the Other’ on our own territory? The tabloids,
as well as prominent politicians, tell us to be
afraid, to reject, and expel the Other—the

experience of the image of God in the human.
In the past few years this curiosity has extended
towards Muslims of many sorts. The experience
has added more colour and texture to my sense
of what God has done, confirmed my expectation
that God loves them too, and expanded my
wonder at the grace of God in Christ.

“But, when we catch a glimpse
of the riotous diversity of
sacred life springing from
the creative Word, we can
do nothing less than cry out,
‘Holy, holy, holy!’”

in Genesis 37. Peter’s focus is on the grace-gifts
God gives which we are to give to each other.

BA, MDiv, PhD (Manchester)

Senior Research Fellow and Co-Director, Manchester
Centre for the Study of Christianity and Islam.

To me, when I look at the Sunday gathering in
my own church (the same I came to those years
ago), it describes the image of God, the imago
speaking in the singular, of an individual image:
‘I’ am created in the image of God. But the fact
is, the image is ‘male and female’, and can only
be seen fully in the whole of humankind and our
manifold colours. ‘I’ am incomplete on my own,
a partial picture of how God created us; ‘we’ fill
out the picture, each adding our part. As the
Godhead is triune, and diverse, so is His creation.

The Holiness Movement, of which I am
an heir, stressed the meaning of holiness as
separation—separation from sin, and, in its
sectarian phase, separation from the world. At
times it fell into a rather Pharisaic emphasis
on keeping pure by avoiding any contact with
the impure. A grave danger of the holinessas-separation view is that it leads easily to
other kinds of separateness, including racial
and national, until churches become excluding
rather than welcoming of strangers. When
diversity is deemed a bad thing, as we are
seeing in much of our world today, God’s grace
becomes diminished to an unattractive narrow,

ones not like us, whom we deem a threat to

monochrome, homogeneous spirituality of fear

our own existence. What do we do when we

and reaction.
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Revd Dwight Swanson

the same word used of Joseph’s famous coat,

Dei. Our tendency is to read Genesis 1:26 as

policy, but an observation from its impact.

how this person expands my understanding and
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I need to think of it in terms of priorities: your

your own support system. You have to be

ultimately my desire is this whole process does

relentless; you have to just do it. Then, if

not have a negative implication on my relationship

you’re married, your spouse.

with my family. My family is number one.
ANDREW: Probably still the best advice I’ve
gotten was from Gustavo Crocker (Church of the
Nazarene General Superintendent), who said,
“Treat it like a job, Monday to Friday, 8 to 5, and
then put it away.” I have taken one day off every
week for the past year, at least. I just know that I
can’t do what I need to do if I don’t take time off.

In conversation!
Andrew, Nabil, Chisomo
NTC PhD Students discuss their experiences of studying for the PhD

I

n August, the Link sat down with three PhD
LINK: What is the best advice you received
students who represent a range of nationalities, before starting your PhD?
progression in their studies, and involvement
NABIL: Many people told me I would feel
either part time or full time.
overwhelmed, and that’s natural, and that this
Chisomo Nkawa, a part-time PhD student
feeling will become less in my fourth and fifth
based in Zambia, is in his first year of study.
year and as I begin to see the end. I am finding
that’s true. They said, “Just keep working and
Nabil Habiby, a part-time PhD student based in
researching and slowly things will take shape.”
Beirut, Lebanon, is in his fourth year of study.
CHISOMO: One philosopher remarked, “to
Andrew Pottenger, from the United States, is a
be forewarned is to be forearmed.” The advice
full-time PhD student in Manchester, and will be
that came before I got here was regards to my
submitting his thesis this October.
family, this level of study is something that will
We asked them about the best advice they
require much more thinking. What would that
received for success in their studies, as well as
look like in terms of creating time for my family,
about their experience in PhD study so far.
even within this busy schedule?
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ANDREW: On the one hand, you’re

family, your work and other commitments. But

Then I would say your advisor is extremely
important. Fortunately I have two very, very
good ones.
We have a time in June where 40 or 50 PhD
students from all over the world are here at NTC.
In addition to the formal things like seminars
and listening to each other’s presentations, more
important is the informal times. Even though

LINK: Where do you find the most support as

people can be in different fields, there’s still this

you go through what is, often, a very lonely or

point of commonality where you can relate to

isolated process?

one another and you can help each other out.

NABIL: As a PhD student, you’re working on

LINK: Andrew, you mentioned the fundamental

a very specific topic, so it’s hard to discuss that

importance of your relationship with your

topic with most people, because it makes no

supervisor. Could you each share some advice

sense to them. For me, I found some other people on how to find the right supervisor?
who are doing higher education who I can discuss

ANDREW: Tell them what you need and

things with. Of course, I do discuss how things

what you expect from them. My experience

are going in my studies on a logistical level with

was I needed a supervisor who was going to

my wife and close friends, but I can’t discuss my

communicate with me. I made it very clear

research with them. It won’t make sense.

during my application process that what I

CHISOMO: I have monthly meetings with my
primary and secondary supervisors. That is a
good platform for me to discuss my ideas and
have my ideas challenged and get feedback on
what I’m researching.
Within our church community itself back home,
there are very few people who have advanced
in studies in the Bible, so the level of interaction
is not quite there. Although in our church we

expected and what I needed were not handholding, but someone who could communicate
and who would respond when I had questions.
That means if I ask a question over email or
need to set up a meeting, I hear back from both
advisors within 24-72 hours, every time. I’ve had
nothing but good experiences.
CHISOMO: It has to do with having someone
who is both critical and objective. I like to be

are blessed to have one professor, and we have

challenged in my point of view. If you have

take place, and for me that’s helpful.

such an advisor. Communication and emails

some doctors who have studied in different fields. someone as your advisor who can challenge
General discussions not related to what I’m doing your thinking, for me that’s far better to have
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distance us from face to face communication,

ANDREW: Obviously it’s got to be something

CHISOMO: In my own district within Zambia,

but when you have a supervisor who is

that turns you on; you have to sustain a high

I may be the only one pursuing PhD studies

constantly responding and communicating

level of interest for anywhere from three to six

except for one who is doing a Doctor of Ministry.

with you through technoogy, that is efficient.

years, day in and day out.

For me, I look at the investment that the church

NABIL: If possible, try to find an advisor who
has done work in what you’re doing – in the
same historical era, or biblical book, or field. If
it’s not possible, I would advise the student to
change topic, if necessary, to fit the advisor’s
profile. Along the road, an advisor who has
done work in that field will be better able to
point you in the right direction. You have to find
resources yourself, but you know you’re talking
to someone who has that knowledge.
LINK: What is the best way to pick a topic?

is putting into my education, and my desire to

A lecturer at seminary … said,
“You’d make a better historian
than a theologian.”
The way I did it was just think about what I
loved. I studied theology most of my academic
career, but what I was really good at and what
really excited me is Church History. I spent my
days off just reading this stuff for fun. When

give back to the church in Africa and theological
schools. It’s a positive investment. The returns
are not for the immediate period, but for a future
that for me looks bright in my district.
ANDREW: Why would you put yourself
through all that just to study the ancient
Romans or Constantine? My answer has always
been a passionate ‘Why not?’
Aside from that, our churches and individual

it came time to decide, do I want to make a

missionaries must work within a variety of

theological project – which makes sense going

political systems, not all of which allow for the

to you, that’s the first one, knowing that no

to a theological school – or do I want to do a

freedoms of democratic nations. We can learn

matter how interesting, at some point you will

straight history project?

so much from the Church under Rome and in

NABIL: Pick something which is interesting

probably get tired of reading in that topic for
six or three years.
The second advice: play to your strengths. I

A lecturer at seminary … said, “You’d make a
better historian than a theologian.” That might
be disheartening for some to hear, but for me

enjoy working with narrative and I also enjoy

that was decisive in choosing a history direction.

reading history. And my Bachelor’s degree was

LINK: Why are you pursuing a PhD?

in literature, so we did lots of literary criticism.
And my MA paper was in Mark, also using

NABIL: One of the pieces of advice given

the time of Constantine. We must pursue God’s
mission, and obey the law; that often requires
knowledge and wisdom. The right, ethical, and
legal thing to do is not always so clear in every
case: how do we as Christians in different nations
and systems of government operate faithfully and
in respect of the rule of law?

to me was that, in this day, you need a PhD to

The ‘separation of Church and State’ as it

have a voice, to be active in the scholarly and

developed in the United States is quite distinct

academic world. If I want to teach and have a

from the ‘state church’ system found in Europe and

voice that is respected, I need a PhD in biblical

the UK. Other areas exist where there is not the

passion, but also something challenging. For

studies. When I was thinking about my PhD,

same distinction between categories of ‘political’

me, I like my mind to be stretched. There are

that’s one of the discussions that I had with Dr

and ‘religious’ at all. This was a pressing question

questions that have not been asked about

Kent Brower. Sometimes you do it just because

for Christians in the time of Constantine, and under

that particular topic: are you able to ask those

you have to do it in order to achieve something

the rule of the Romans: and we can learn from

questions and explore those questions? Like

else. In my case, I hope to be of benefit to the

their example. It’s important to understand this

Nabil said, for me the MA dissertation also built

Middle East and Lebanon. The first gate to that

context wherever we find ourselves serving.

into my PhD line of research or area of interest.

is earning a PhD in Biblical Studies.

narrative criticism. I played to that strength
because I know I’m good in that.
CHISOMO: You have to think about your
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Tradition of
excellence
PhD Research Programmes
Our PhD research programmes
have established an enviable
reputation for quality and
rigour. Specialist supervision is
available in Biblical Studies (Old
Testament and New Testament),
Church History (with a particular
strength in Wesley Studies),
Christian Theology, Missiology
and Practical Theology.

To find out more about our
supportive, enriching student
experience please visit our
website at:
www.nazarene.ac.uk
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Three-Minute Theology
A new Church resource from Nazarene Theological college

N

azarene Theological College will be
launching a new, online resource called

“What we hope to do is provide answers
to some of these questions from a particular

Three-Minute Theology, designed for anyone

perspective, and one that hopefully our

with an appetite to learn and 3 minutes to spare.

churches can trust,” said Dr. Wood. “One that

“Three-Minute Theology is a first attempt at
trying to take what we do here at the college
and make it accessible for people in the pew,”

they can trust has been prayerfully responded
to, has been deeply thought through, and
faithfully answered.”

said Dr. Joseph Wood, Lecturer and Church
Resource Coordinator at NTC.
The concept of the series is to provide anyone
with the opportunity to ask questions about
faith and theology that have puzzled or troubled
them, and have those questions answered by
experts in the field. These short videos can be
used in a variety of ways: by a pastor introducing

“What we hope to do is
provide answers to some
of these questions from a
particular perspective, and one
that hopefully our churches
can trust,”

a new sermon theme, by a small group looking
for resources in their study, or by individuals

Currently the questions being answered

looking for answers to questions they might feel

have been submitted by church leaders, local

embarrassed to ask in Church.

pastors, small group leaders and others in the

“We’ve developed Three-Minute Theology

church, and they have been identified as some

as a way of trying to support pastors, as

of the more frequently asked questions in their

they engage with congregations and the

church experience.

questions they have about faith, the Bible,

The series is set to launch late in October

theology, and history,” said Dr. Wood. “The

and will be available at www.nazarene.ac.uk

videos can’t answer every question, but they

To submit your questions for consideration,

give a way forward.”

email jwood@nazarene.ac.uk.

The internet, of course, can be full of
misinformation. NTC hopes to offer a clear light
within search results, a place where someone
searching for answers can find a thoughtful,
theologically based response.
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2019 MCSCI Conference

Identity and
Worldview in
Mission

Thursday 3 - Saturday 5
January, 2019

Discover NTC
at an Open Day.
Open days are a great way to learn about NTC courses and
community, and to ask lots of questions. You will experience
one of our taster classes, have some lunch, enjoy a time of
worship in the chapel, and have conversations with faculty, staff
and students.

Nazarene Theological College, Manchester, UK
Considering one of the key issues of our time - identity. This
conference draws together speakers from all over the world,
providing opportunities to learn from others’ experience and to
consider how to share the Good News in the UK and beyond.

Open Days
• Tuesday 11th December 2018 10:30am–3pm
• Tuesday 7th May 2019 10:30am-3:00pm
Open Evenings
• Tuesday 6th November 2018 7:30-9pm
• Tuesday 19th March 2019 7:30-9pm
• Tuesday 11th June 2019 7:30-9pm
To register for an open day or to find out more about our
supportive, enriching student experience visit our website:
www.nazarene.ac.uk/whats-on
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www.mcsciconference.eventbrite.co.uk

Manchester Centre for the Study of Christianity and Islam
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The Principal’s Project for 2018-19 is all about moving the College
forward in Classroom technology.

Cut along doteed line

Principal’s Project

I would like to support NTC
If you would like to support the College you can choose to support one of the
following areas: Principal’s Project Classroom IT, Student Hardship Fund, General
NTC funds. Please make your donation through one of the options below:
1) One off donation by Bank Transfer:
Sort Code: 20-26-20 Account Number: 80661244 Reference: NTCdonation[+yoursurname]
IMPORTANT: When payment has been made please email remittance to finance@nazarene.ac.uk
with NTCdonation+[yourchosenarea] in the subject bar.

T

he 2018-19 Principal’s Project aims to

The new screens will not only allow for better

install large format interactive screens

use of video and web based resources, and

2) Regular donation by Standing Order:
Sort Code: 20-26-20 Account Number: 80661244 Reference: NTCdonation[+yoursurname]

in the main classrooms in Manchester and

interactive student learning activities, but will

Glasgow. At the moment, there’s a miscellany

also help support improved videoconferencing

of mobile TV’s, fading smartboards, and

delivery, for students who are unable to get to

elderly projectors, which are just about coping

the campus.

3) One off donation by Debit/Credit card:

with the range of learning resources and styles

The goal for the project is £15,000 – that’s an

Please telephone NTC Finance on +44 (0)161 445 3063

that our creative faculty are keen to use.

ambitious and challenging amount, in times
that are economically stretching, but if you
are able to give you can do so online, by bank
transfer, or through the post.
We are SO grateful for the many generous
ways the college is supported - your giving

IMPORTANT: When standing order has been set up please email remittance to
finance@nazarene.ac.uk with NTCdonation+[yourchosenarea] in the subject bar.

4) One off donation by Cheque:
Pease complete this form, make the cheque payable to Nazarene Theological College, write
NTCdonation[+yoursurname] on the back and send to: Nazarene Theological College, Dene
Road, Didsbury, M20 2GU, UK
Principal’s Project Classroom IT

makes a difference in the lives of tens of people

Full Name and Title

who connect with us in in person and by video

Full Address

Student Hardship Fund

General NTC funds

in our faithful learning community.

And add 25% to your gift!
Two years ago the project was the extension

If you would like to support the Principal’s

of the Café space, and the addition of disabled

Project for 2018-19 simply follow the

toilets. You gave over £65,000 to help

instructions on the next page:

transform this key community space. That

Or you can donate online at:

major work has been completed this summer.

www.nazarene.ac.uk/donate

The project for 2017-18 was to raise funds for
the refurbishment of the ‘Conference Room’, to
make that fantastic space more accessible to
all. So far, just over £11,000 has been donated,
and the plans are progressing apace.
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Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is
needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer. Charity: Nazarene Theological College (NTC)
I (Your Name)
Of Your Full Address
Postcode
Date

Signature

...declare that the donations I make on or after 6th April 2018 are to be treated as GIFT AID
donations to Nazarene Theological College. Please reclaim the tax on these donations. I
confirm that I will have paid sufficient UK tax to cover my donation[s].
Please notify the charity if you: want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address, no longer pay sufficient tax
on your income and/or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax
relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs
to adjust your tax code.
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Stay connected with
NTC E-Link.
Sign up to NTC E-Link and receive
all the news and upcoming events at
NTC. It is really easy to do just fill out
this form and return to NTC. Or sign
up through our Facebook page.

Full Name
Email
I give permission for NTC to send me the E-Link by email. Please tick this box:

Please return this form to Nazarene Theological college, Marketing, Dene Road,
Didsbury, Manchester, M20 2GU
Nazarene Theological College will not share your information with any third party except the HM Revenue and Customs if applicable.

