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NTC IS A PLACE TO
CONNECT WITH GOD
AND GO DEEPER WITH
JESUS IN MINISTRY”

WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE
WHERE YOUR FAITH
GROWS WITHIN A FAITH
COMMUNITY THAT DESIRES
THE BEST FOR YOU.”
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I love and dislike
graduation at one
and the same time!
Revd Dr. Deirdre Brower Latz NTC Principal

O

f course, for our students’ sake, my

– waiting for their ability to be unlocked by a

colleagues and I are truly and genuinely

combination of their effort and ours. There is

delighted at their achievements! The reality

an absolute thrill of seeing students do more

is that they’ve worked hard, grown in wisdom

than they thought they could. Some of our

and understanding.

students come from unimaginable hardship

We have journeyed together through some of
the hardest circumstances life throws at them.
We have prayed, hoped, worked, and striven
for their success. I honestly admire so many of
them, for their obedience to God is exemplary!
We’ve watched them struggle, grow, engage
in difficult thinking, plunge into learning

in their history – making their way to us from
war-torn nations. Others come with all of life
before them and struggle their way to their
own faith, not just their parents. We have
students who pastor churches throughout
their time with us and balance leading and
serving with studying to deepen and enrich
their ministry.

and life, wrestle with their leadership and
practice in their churches. We’ve grown to love
and respect them. It’s such a delight to see
their faces as they approach the future with
optimism and hope: who knows what God has
in store for them? I cannot wait to see and hear
the reports of wonderful things done around
the world in and through them. They are an
extraordinary group.

“...our own views steadily
challenged, deepened and shaped
by encountering people who are
so different from us. What a gift
God gives us in the endless variety
of creation!”

I dislike that graduation marks an ending,
though – our lives may never interweave
again – and so saying goodbye is always hard.

earthquakes and hurricanes, cancer and

lecturers in their final year if I just failed them

the death of loved ones – and done so with

all I could keep them around a bit longer! I

grace. The endless diversity in our student

wish that you knew them like I do: you’d never

body means that EACH and EVERY person

want to be without their presence!

enriches us – and each one contributes to our

I think of the students who face hardship
themselves but who regularly give £20 to the
‘hardship fund’ for those less fortunate than
themselves. I think of the ones who bring
their kids during half-term so that they don’t
miss class. There are those who come in with
low confidence and then grow over time to
discover that all along they’ve been brilliant
06

We have students who have lived through

I joke (sort of) that in some ways as one of the

faithful witness. There are a variety of views,
perspectives, denominations, understandings
at work in us – and that means that sometimes
the learning years are the hardest – our own
views steadily challenged, deepened and
shaped by encountering people who are so
different from us. What a gift God gives us in
the endless variety of creation!
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Of course, if you are PRESENT with us on

supported the emergence of their programmes

graduation you will see that as we say farewell

of study. As Dr. Brower moves from the Vice

to some students, this year we are also saying

Principalship and continues to serve in his

‘fare-ye-well’ to our Vice Principal of the last

supervision, teaching and Directorship, his

17 years.

wisdom has not departed entirely from our

Dr. Kent Brower has been at the college
on and off since 1973. Instrumental in service
during lean years, overseeing the delivery
of accreditation with two different bodies

core team! We are grateful for his willingness
to continue to serve the needs of the college
sacrificially and with grace.
Our newly appointed Vice Principal is Dr.

(CNAA and the University of Manchester),

Peter Rae, who will combine this role with

visionary leader shaping our PhD research,

his Academic Dean’s role. Another long-term

utterly committed to developing faculty,

servant of God through the college, Peter

pastors and leaders for the global church,

has limitless energy and a deep and abiding

his Vice Principalship has been a steadfast

willingness to connect the Kingdom of God

and visionary hand. Amongst other things,

and regulation – a true calling and gift! We

serving alongside someone who gets things

look forward to many years of his involvement

done with diligence, attentiveness, quietly

as he continues to lead at the college.

cracking on behind the scenes to implement

Congratulations to him on this new role!

our strategic decisions is a blessing.

“someone who gets things done
with diligence, attentiveness,
quietly cracking on behind the
scenes to implement our strategic
decisions is a blessing.”

Revd Dr Deirdre Brower Latz

The 2019 Didsbury Lectures

Principal, Nazarene Theological College

Matthew Matters: The
Yoke of Jesus and the
Church of Tomorrow

Dr. Brower, is, of course, also Senior

Presented by: Professor Michael Lodahl
Monday 21 October – 24 October 2019
7:30pm – 8:30pm. NTC, M20 2GU

Lecturer in Biblical Studies and Director of
Research, roles he has thankfully agreed
to retain! It has been a wonderful tenure
as an educational leader. Latterly, his Vice
Principalship at NTC has been complemented
by a role as Pro-Vice Chancellor at Southern
African Nazarene University where his skill in

Livestream

regulation and leadership development has

These lectures will be live streamed through the NTC facebook page @ntcmanchester
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“God
worksGO
in
NTCtruly
IS THE
numerous ways! I’ve
TO
PLACE FOR
experienced doors being
THEOLOGICAL
opened that I probably
EDUCATION
FOR
would not see open
if I
hadn’t
come
to NTC.”
URBAN
MISSION”

“Just try and relax, and let
yourself be immersed into
the learning community.”
Jeffrey
BA (Hons) Theology (Practical Theology)

Anne

Ash Barker. New Biggin House

BA (Hons) Theology (Practical Theology)

“I learnt that everyone
is in the same boat,
that place of wow, what
am I doing here, how
am I going to do this,
just remember that the
lecturers are really lovely,
so don’t be scared to ask
questions, they will give
you feedback so just dive
right in.”

“The more you put into
this place and the more
opportunities you involve
yourself in, the more you
will get out of it.”
Lex
BA (Hons) Theology

Olly
BA (Hons) Theology (Practical Theology)
10
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My BA journey.
Denise Ridyard BA (Hons) Theology (Youth & Community)
I became a Christian at the age of 10 and began reading the Bible that I
had won at Sunday School for memorising verses. I found it so amazing;
it was as though God was speaking to me through what I was reading!

12, I had heard about Bible colleges and decided

In one of the weekly chapel services I attended,

that when I was old enough, I would attend one.

1 Thessalonians 5:24 was quoted: “The one who

Due to life circumstances, it was not until my
late 40’s that I began to explore the possibility
of going to Theological College. After attending
several open days at various colleges around
the country, Nazarene Theological College
(NTC) came up on a Google search. I attended
the open day and just knew that this was the
place for me.
Having waited so long to go to ‘Bible School,’
I was excited. At the same time, having left
school at 16 with very few qualifications, I was
petrified at the thought of starting my first
degree at the age of 50! However, there was
no need to worry: my first day arrived and I
immediately began to make friends with several
people of all ages and backgrounds. Some of
my favourite classes have been Story of God,
Spiritual Formation, Jesus and the Gospels,
Psalms and Wisdom and Pastoral Care - it’s

A

12

is faithful, the one who calls us, and the one that
will help us, equip us and give us all that we
need to do this. It has been a long time coming,
but as I look forward to graduation this year
(2019), I give God the glory and can honestly
say that he keeps his promises.
In my last year it has been great seeing God
church in Thornton Cleveleys and was recently

ways (Student Ambassador, Chaplaincy team,

commissioned as a Local Minister. So - I will

Student Body President, assisting in Pastoral

be continuing to serve my church. Also, my

Care Groups and Assistant Warden), all of which

placement this year has been as a Pioneer

has served in developing and shaping me for all

Chaplain in a primary school. Having been the

that God has for me in the future.

first school in Wigan to try out a Chaplain in a

I would certainly recommend NTC to anyone
University of Manchester degree, which means

Mark and Luke tell the same stories but there

the academic standards are very high. However,

are differences?” “What’s Revelation all

the campus is small enough for everyone to get

about?” and “Why is Psalm 119 so long?”

to know each other. The lecturers and fellow

growing number of questions. By the time I was

to stand on God’s promises. He is the one who

have had the privilege of serving NTC in many

then have questions: “How come Matthew,

more about the Bible and help answer my

During the three years I have been at NTC,
especially during hard times, I have been able

opening doors. I have been ministering in a

thinking of studying theology. You leave with a

something like a Bible school to help me learn

“In one of the weekly chapel
services I attended, 1 Thessalonians
5:24 was quoted, “The one who calls
you is faithful, and He will do this.”

hard to choose! As well as being a student, I

t that age, I would read something and

I remember wondering whether there was

calls you is faithful, and He will do this.”

primary school, they have decided to employ
me as the part-time School Chaplain! As a
qualified Teaching Assistant, they have also
offered me some TA hours. I came to NTC to get
a degree, but have come away with so much
more. God is so good!

students offer great support in your studies every
step of the way. The most important lesson I
have learnt is to always keep Jesus central in my
life, as He is the reason that I have been at NTC.

Find out more about our supportive learning
environment at: www.nazarene.ac.uk
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Did you know?
NTC offers 20% discount
for Greater Manchester
church leaders.
Church leaders within Greater Manchester, who are
employed full-time by their church, are eligible to apply
for a 20% discount on Postgraduate tuition fees, for fulltime or part-time study.

Email enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk for details.

Discover your
potential

Check out the NTC
YouTube channel for
some great resources.

BA (Hons) Theology:
General Theology. Practical Theology. Youth & Community.

www.nazarene.ac.uk
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Nazarene Theological College,
a gift to the Church of the
Nazarene, the broader religious
community and beyond.

Nazarene Theological College in Manchester

In my current role in the church I have

is not just surviving but is thriving. Across the

the privilege of traveling the world and

globe we see the impact of NTC on theology

witnessing the direct impact of NTC. The

and praxis, bringing together the people of

imprint of the holiness message experienced

God around conversations that lead to health

in Manchester can be seen across the African

and vitality in the kingdom of God.

continent, in Central America, Canada

My own experience at NTC was life-shaping.
I came to Manchester nearly fifteen years
ago to begin work on a PhD in historical

Dr Carla D Sunberg
General Superintendent of the Church of the Nazarene

theology. Many people asked me about my

The challenges facing higher education around the globe are great. We
are living in a time of seismic change and this can lead us in two directions;
either we become engulfed in worry and concern about the future, or we
embrace the opportunities that change affords and we press on.

and time, I had no answer except that my time

intent in studying and how I planned to use
my degree for my career goals. At that point
at NTC appeared to be a divine appointment
and I would journey through the experience
and see where it may lead. It was at NTC
that I discovered a community that was
not only academic, but lived out what they

and the United States, Europe, the Middle
East and Asia. In every context I discover
faithful leaders wrestling with urgent
concerns including migration, sex trafficking,
natural disasters, gender-based violence,
unemployment, poor health care and more.
In these varied locations I discover thoughtful
dialogue around theology and contextualized
practise that results in action. Maybe it’s not
so much of an imprint which NTC leaves on
the world, as it is a footprint that is on the
move and making a difference.

believed. Whether it was interaction with the
professors, or fellowship during coffee, the
conversations were enriching and challenging.
I knew that I would be changed by the
experience which stretched me far beyond
the limitations which I had placed upon

“The affirmation of women in
ministry is an expression of holiness
theology that is embodied by NTC.”

myself. This was a community that believed
in me and encouraged me to embrace what I
could become.
The language of holiness permeates the

embodied by NTC. Whether Christian or

work of NTC. Some institutions, even within the

secular society, many cultures repress women

holiness movement, have intentionally created

because they fail to see women as having

distance between themselves and the message

been created in the image of God. Today

of holiness, somehow relegating this beautiful

O

we find female NTC graduates serving as

theology to the margins. At NTC the holiness

principals of institutions of higher learning

of Jesus Christ provides the foundation for

where they can speak into and shape the

theology and practise exhibited by life in the

lives of their students. NTC women are

generation has had their unique threats, and

kingdom of God. The result is that this timeless

serving on boards of educational institutions

theology can be taken from England and

as well as businesses and organizations where

contextualized across the globe.

their voices are needed, bringing balance and

ften people speak of the unprecedented
challenges that must be faced in this

generation, but we also recognize that every
in the midst of it all have learned not just to
survive, but often to thrive.

16

The affirmation of women in ministry is
an expression of holiness theology that is

17

from numerous authors who had studied at
NTC. This pastor wrote, “I have just finished
reading the book, ‘Why Holiness?’ and the
only think I can say is that I wish I had read it
fifty years ago. I will be ordering a number of
copies for family and friends.” This reach of
NTC includes lifelong learning for those who
may never have the opportunity to visit the
beautiful campus in Manchester.
Nazarene Theological College in Manchester
is a gift to the Church of the Nazarene, the
broader religious community and beyond.
While there are unique challenges to the
health to discourse. Female faculty members,
educated at NTC, are bringing new insights
into research and the classroom from India to
Latvia, Japan and beyond. Often standing out
in their particular settings, these women have
become living witnesses to the message of
holiness, living out and fulfilling their calling in
reflecting Christ.
NTC is not only visible in Manchester, or in

world in which we currently live, the global
nature of NTC’s reach helps to draw us into
intimate conversation. Instead of succumbing

£35

to worry, a healthy environment for
engagement is nurtured. As we interact with

ged)
unwa
(£25
ourse
Per C

those representing a variety of perspectives
from around the world we discover that
community within the kingdom of God leads
to solutions. The result is that we do not just
survive, but thrive. This is the pathway of

extension sites, or even in the lives of students,

impact that NTC has chosen and the results

but also in publications. The number of books

speak for themselves.

Manchester
Bible School

coming from NTC graduates and professors
which can currently be found on academic and
personal library shelves continues to increase.
For years to come the words that have

Find out more about our supportive learning
environment at: www.nazarene.ac.uk

Manchester Bible School aims to provide accessible courses equipping
people with a deeper knowledge and practical applications of the
Bible and theology in the context of a friendly learning community. No
previous academic qualifications are required – just a desire to learn.
This is a great and affordable way to experience an introduction to
further theological education.

been written will speak into the theological
conversations of our day. Individuals who take
the opportunity to crack open these writings
will be affected for years to come.
Recently a message was received at
my office in Kansas City from a pastor in
Louisiana. I had the privilege of editing a book
called, “Why Holiness?” which included essays

www.nazarene.ac.uk
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Thank you Dr
Kent Brower.
Dr. Peter Rae Vice Principal and Academic Dean
It was the summer of 1973 when Kent Brower first arrived on the
campus of what was then British Isles Nazarene College.

H

e had been accepted as a PhD student

It was 1978 when Kent completed his PhD

at the University of Manchester by the

(looking at the passion narrative in the gospel

legendary F F Bruce, and the BINC principal,

of Mark). And then a year later he and the

Dr Hugh Rae, had invited him to work part

family heard the call back to Canada – the role

time for the College: as a lecturer in Biblical

of Associate Professor at his alma mater, CNC –

the Dean’s office, the leading of the College’s

support for students from all regions of the

studies, and to serve as the College Bursar –

teaching Biblical Studies, coaching the College

Research Degree programme, his teaching at

world. The over 70 graduates of the PhD/

keeping the College accounts.

hockey team, working with some of CNC’s

undergraduate and postgraduate level, and

MPhil programme in these past years show that

academic partnerships around the globe.

his own academic research, will be a cause

investment, with students coming from – and

of jaw-dropping wonder to those who know

serving in – nations across the globe.

Kent had completed an undergraduate
degree at Canadian Nazarene College, then an

But in 1988 Manchester lured him back, and

MA in Boston, and had then returned to the

he returned to take up the role of Dean at a

family farm, in Wainwright, Alberta, before

pivotal period in the life of the College. From

he and Francine (with their infant daughter,

1973, the College had been awarding a degree

Deirdre), decided to venture abroad.

accredited in Canada, but in 1989 the College,

It was no easy adjustment: with a part-time
job, and nowhere to live, they found 1970’s
Manchester a little damp and inhospitable. But
never ones to be daunted by a challenge, they
dug in: found a wee place to live in a Didsbury
back-street, then Francine found work
teaching mathematics in a central Manchester

under Dr Brower’s expert direction, applied
for the right to award a British degree. The
approval of this application lead, over the next
few years, to NTC’s enduring partnership with

combined with his vision for serving the Global
church (serving on the International Board of
Education for the Church of the Nazarene),
and the endless capacity for hospitality that he
and Francine quietly model, he has been – and
continues to be – a remarkable gift to NTC.
Since 2002 he has served as Vice-Principal,

Typically, when he stepped back from full
time work with NTC (he is currently half time)
he immediately took on the role of Pro-Vice
Chancellor at Southern Africa Nazarene
University, helping to shape and develop a
new institution in Swaziland. And although
this year sees him step back from the duties
of Vice Principal, he continues to serve as the

the University of Manchester, a relationship

with a special remit for Global Education. In

College’s Director of Research, to teach, and

that Kent initiated and nurtured.

particular, he has championed the support

to be part of the College’s senior leadership

of students from the global South, to ensure

team, still developing new initiatives - working

that they can access the quality of education

passionately to see the College and the Church

that gives them a voice in Church and society

thrive in these ‘interesting times.’

It is impossible to overstate the influence

school. And quickly, they became a key part of

that Dr Kent Brower has had on NTC. His

the small BINC family.

ability to balance the administrative work of

20

the demands of any one of these roles. When

– and this has led to the College finding
21

My MA journey
Helen Lawson MA Theology
The last year has been one of change for us as I stepped out of my
pastoral role with our much loved Sheffield Church of the Nazarene. After
a sabbatical, I’ve been enjoying the Masters course part-time, a slower
pace with family life, and pushing doors to see what God has for us next.

I

n this last year Marriane Williamson’s

Speaking of connections, I’ve done two

words have resonated in me a lot: “Our

intensives and have spent a week both

deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.

times with a new group of students and

Our deepest fear is that we are powerful

lecturers. One of the best things about this

beyond measure.”

has been being around the table with a mix

In this season, studying is helping to enlarge
my vision and engagement with God and
God’s work in the world; sometimes it scares
me! Sometimes it keeps me awake at night
with anticipation and sometimes it presents
me with a choice of walking with God or not.
It’s been 13 years since I last studied, years
of adventures with God and people, and there
are some questions that have stayed with
me to which I want to give more time and
attention. Most of those questions are about
what the kingdom of God, sin, the cross and
resurrection means and looks like in the 21st

of people: Hungarian, Episcopalian, older,
happy-clappy, Nigerian, rich, Korean, younger,
American, Pentecostal, straight-laced, a nun,
Independent, poor, Australian… All believing
– doubting – hoping – getting stuck in –
discovering (on repeat).

“My lecturers have been passionate,
engaged experts in their areas and
learning under them is lifting glass
ceilings off theology, practice and
connections.”

century: What words, images and practices
will and are now demonstrating good news
in a world God loves? What are the powers

To be doing theology at a table like this

at work in the world which God charges us to

is heaven and hell! On the one hand, being

confront? What does it mean for our use of

part of the breadth of culture, practice and

power that Christ gave up ultimate power and

belief within the Body of Christ is humbling,

pursued a different path?

stretching and inspiring. On the other hand,

For us, truth is a person who is calling us out
of and into every culture and place, horror and
wonder; cross-scarred and risen, manifesting
and demonstrating the good news, enfleshed
anew over and over again, ‘immeasurably
more than all we ask for or imagine’. So… the
questions, adventures and challenges abound!
I feel so fortunate to have this time to learn,
imagine and ask. My lecturers have been

we sometimes rub each other up in all the
wrong ways and can’t get consensus on
what we think matters to God! Given our
globally-connected-but-segregated world,
opportunities to gather round the table like
this is pretty hopeful. We’re learning from one
another, growing in character and love, and
affirming difference as well as unity within the
Body of Christ. So far, so good!

passionate, engaged experts in their areas and

22

learning under them is lifting glass ceilings off

Find out more about our supportive learning

theology, practice and connections.

environment at: www.nazarene.ac.uk
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NTC has been awarded the prestigious
Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF)
Silver award by the Office for Students.
Universities and colleges voluntarily took part in the TEF. Each provider was
rated Gold, Silver or Bronze, or received a Provisional award where there was
not enough data for a full assessment.

T

he TEF awards are decided by an
independent panel of experts including

academics, students and employer
representatives. Drawing on national data,
and evidence submitted by each university
or college, the TEF measures excellence in
three areas: teaching quality, the learning

offers you excellent teaching, a very supportive

environment and the educational and

atmosphere, and every opportunity to move

professional outcomes achieved by students.

into graduate level jobs.”
Other institutions who achieved the silver award

Reflecting deeply
Master of Arts in Theology
Our aim is to enable you to deliver deeply innovative
Christian ministry for the 21st century. To ensure there are
options for people from all walks of life, we offer a range
of full-time, part-time and flexible study pathways.

The College is delighted to have
received a Silver TEF rating. It’s an
important indicator of the quality of
our students’ experience.
Dr Peter Rae, NTC Dean, commented: “The
College is delighted to have received a Silver
TEF rating. It’s an important indicator of
the quality of our students’ experience. The
demanding assessment and overall judgment

01

of teaching, assessment and feedback, and
how much academic support they receive
from staff, then linked to dropout rates and to
student employment or study destinations after
Loyalty bursary available for NTC students applying for
Postgraduate courses. Email enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk for details.

University of Chester, Manchester Metropolitan
University, and the University of Liverpool. The
results and the underlying evidence help students
thinking about which university or college to apply
to for autumn 2019, and encourage teaching and

is based upon students’ own views on quality

OU
DID Y ?
KNOW

included The University of Manchester, The

learning excellence across the UK.
Professor Chris Husbands, first Chair of the
TEF assessment panel and Vice-Chancellor
of Sheffield Hallam University, said: “The
Teaching Excellence Framework results offer
an overview of teaching excellence across the
entire UK higher education sector. It has been
a privilege to chair this ambitious and groundbreaking assessment.”

graduation. You can see that studying at NTC
25

Mental health
first aid at NTC.
Mick Kane NTC Chaplain
Two years ago, NTC’s assistant chaplain and student mental health support worker
John Murphy attended a Westminster Briefing on the state of mental health support in
UK universities. He returned with two conclusions: first, issues of mental health among
students at UK universities are rising and will continue to rise; and second, due to our
hiring of a mental health professional in John, NTC were ahead of the curve when it
comes to mental health support for students.

Among these conversations, and with John’s

become a MHFA instructor. Part of my training

help we came across Mental Health First Aid

included me undergoing the two-day adult

(MHFA). MHFA is a training course which

MHFA training. Although the course is intense

teaches people how to identify, understand

and heavy at times, which is to be expected, I

and help someone who may be experiencing

felt I came out the other end with a new sense

a mental health issue. The MHFA England

of belief in my abilities to support someone

website claims, “MHFA won’t teach you to

in their experience of mental ill-health. I have

be a therapist, but it will teach you to listen,

often said in the past that the area I have felt

reassure and respond, even in a crisis – and

most ill-equipped in pastoral ministry, not just

even potentially stop a crisis from happening.

chaplaincy, was mental health support. I don’t

You’ll learn to recognise warning signs of

feel like that anymore! The course definitely

mental ill health, and develop the skills and

delivers on what it claims.

confidence to approach and support someone
while keeping yourself safe. You’ll also learn
how to empower someone to access the
support they might need for recovery or
successful management of symptoms. This
could include self-help books or websites,
accessing therapy services through their GP,

“I felt I came out the other end with
a new sense of belief in my abilities
to support someone in their
experience of mental ill-health.”

their school or place of work, online selfreferral, support groups, and more. What’s
more, you’ll gain an understanding of how to
support positive wellbeing and tackle stigma in
the world around you.”
As we considered this, along with the

training I am now looking forward to gathering
a team of MHFA-ers at NTC and putting this
vision of enhancing our chaplaincy and student
support services into reality. As well as faculty

unlikelihood that we would find a like-for-like

and staff being trained, we’re copying other

replacement for mental health support at NTC,

education institutions in the model of having

we wondered what support would look like in

a group of students trained up too. This

this area if it was shared out among a group

continues NTC’s long history of community

of trained individuals. Instead of one person

existing across the lines of student/staff. We’re

holding the well of knowledge on the subject,

already in talks about how we can use the

n light of these, when John announced

as helpful as that had proven to be, what

training to help equip church communities too!

he was moving on from NTC earlier this

would a community approach to mental health

Get in touch with me if you think your church

year after 5 years, I have to say I was a little

support look like? Could we identify a number

would be interested.

crestfallen. John’s expertise in the area of

of individuals in key student-facing roles and

mental health had been a huge asset to

have them trained in MHFA?

I

chaplaincy at the college and we would have
to look at how we would replace him.
26

Having recently been released to deliver the

This summer I’ve been going through
intensive training with MHFA England to

Please continue to pray for chaplaincy
at NTC. Pray also for this new approach to
mental health support at NTC.
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Grandaughter follows
in the footsteps of her
grandfather.
Lisa Bell will graduate this month with her BA (Hons) in Theology. She’s
from a Free Methodist Church in Lancashire – but she’s not the first
member of her family to attend NTC!

with him, which he learned at the college and

tells of a student whose job was to tend the

remained with him, was about how to build

furnace: it had gone out, so he threw some

a sermon. Students had exams every three

petrol on it to get it going- and caused quite

months. Papa graduated in 1950, alongside

an explosion! So not all College life was classes

Samuel Doctorian and Ernie Dunn. He recalls

and prayers.

that there were fourteen students by that time.
He told me a story about a coal store right
next to the main building, and how, one time,
there were lots of church magazines found
discarded in there. The Principal, Dr George

“He says they had to wear shorts
and stockings and ride a bicycle to
their mission destinations.”

Frame, expected the students to go out and
sell these magazines, but not many people
wanted to buy them, and so someone must

George was pastor of the Greenock Church of

have dumped them! He recalls the College’s

the Nazarene when newly married to May in 1953,

army beds clearly, and especially the noisy

before moving back to Belfast for a short while.

both Dean and Business Manager; Revd David

water pipes. The taps were always very cold

He then went on to minister in Trune, Ayre and

Anderson, minister in Ardrossan, a saintly man

until it was discovered the the hot pipes had

Birmingham’s Small Heath before candidating

who taught Bible until his untimely death in

got mixed up with the cold pipes somewhere

for the Methodist Church, where he looked after

second graduating class of the College. We

1954; Revd James McLeod (one of the few

along the line, and someone had to come and

many churches in the north of England.

asked Lisa to talk with her ‘Papa’, to get his

with a university degree), a radical believer

fix them. The roof was very leaky too, and it

reflections on student life in those early days.

who taught systematic theology and modelled

was often freezing cold!

H

er ‘Papa’ – Grandfather-in-law George
Stewart – was a student in the very early

days of the College, graduating as part of the

So: my grandad-in-law, George Stewart,
went off to Hurlet Nazarene College at the age
of 19. He thinks it was 1947, and says he studied
for 3 1/4 years. As it was just after the war, he
took his ration book with him, as the nation
was still living life on rations. College life was
all very basic: some of his fellow Irish students

sacrificial living. It was, in fact, Revd McLeod
who married George and May, in 1953. Papa
recalls studying a range of classes - particularly
Theology and Church History -and he
remembers clearly that he got 92 points for his
work. He’s still very pleased about this!
Classroom work was reinforced by students

The fees back then were just £29 a term.

was invited to join the Board of Governors
at Manchester College, Oxford where he

gather around a large round table where they

continued to serve for many years due to his

would pray and read verses of scripture - then

commitment to, and love of academia.

in the afternoon, after classes, they’d work in
the grounds, tend the hens, in what was called
‘manual labour’ - to help keep the fees down.

recalls that he never got any! The college was

“Trekking.” Papa remembers regularly being

George recalls first arriving at the College, from

then named ‘Hurlet Nazarene College,’ and was

teamed up with Harry Miller, who was 6ft

Ireland, at 8 o’clock at night - everyone was

in a big Georgian Mansion (West Hurlet House)

4in tall. He says they had to wear shorts and

fast asleep, and he had to wake up a student

on the south edge of Glasgow.

stockings and ride a bicycle to their mission

to get in!

and Papa recalls with affection many members
of the teaching team, most of whom were
also serving ministers: Peter Clark, who was
28

Paisley, Parkhead and Perth. Papa remembers
that at Perth he preached on the theme “When
the sun goes down.” One nugget he took

successfully awarded Dr of Philosophy. George

early (to the sound of the morning bell), and

being sent out preaching in teams - called

The College Principal was Dr George Frame,

continued to study to PhD Level, where he was

Each morning the students would rise very

received parcels with cake in, but he clearly

destinations. They were sent to Greenock,

Father to Heather and Fiona, George

Both Lisa and George have fond memories
of NTC. Lisa has progressed in her study,
starting a MA in Secondary Education in
September 2019. She hopes to graduate in
November 2020 with a PGCE with QTS and will
teach Religious Education to secondary and
A-Level students in Lancashire.

He recalls his fellow students with great
affection: he has a store of tales about Jim
Green, Hugh Rae, Ernest Dunn, Harry Miller,

NTC would like to thank George and Lisa for

Bobby Noble, and Lesley Newton. One story

their help in writing this article.
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Polity and Practice &
Ministerial Development
www.nazarene.ac.uk/polity-and-practice

Choose from a combination of
online evening sessions and one
day workshops, or sign up for the
whole course.

A

ll of these sessions are ideal for people
serving in a range of church leadership
roles. Whether you’re chairing meetings,
trying to understand governance and charity
legislation, addressing areas of conflict, or
wondering how faith and theology shape our
church practices, there’s a session for you.

Simply register and pay for the session(s)
that interest you or register for the whole
course. You can even register as a group for
the online sessions and use this as part of
your church training programme for leaders
and church boards.

The Minister and Rituals (£20)

Issues in Ministry: Governance,
Compliance and Legislation (£10)

(from a Wesleyan perspective)
November 2nd (10am-3pm)
Fresh Ground Church, London

Polity and Practice in the Church
of the Nazarene (£10)
November 13th. ONLINE 8pm-10pm

Theological Reflection and
church practice (£10)

December 4th. Online (8pm-10pm)

Issues in Ministry: Continuing
Education and Learning (£10)
December 11th. Online (8pm-10pm)

REGISTRATION and
INFORMATION

November 20th. ONLINE (8pm-10pm)

Please visit:

Conflict in the church – working
for transformation (£20)

www.nazarene.ac.uk/polity-and-practice

November 23rd (10am-4pm)
NTC Manchester, M20 2GU

Issues in Ministry: The Minister
as Chairperson (£10)

or email enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk
*Ordained Nazarene and Free Methodist Ministers
don’t forget to tick the right box when
you register to get your reduced rate of £30 to audit
the whole course!

November 27th. ONLINE (8pm-10pm)

www.nazarene.ac.uk
01
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Our short courses offer
many ways to study
Why not explore learning with Nazarene Theological College, enhance
your personal or ministerial formation, or build on the units you’ve studied
by taking an evening class or one of our other flexible study options?

MISSIONAL READING OF 		
LUKE/ACTS

URBAN MINISTRY AND MISSION
(GLASGOW)

Date: January 20 - 24

Date: January 4 - 11

This unit provides an examination of the
dominant historical and theological themes of
Luke and Acts in the light of recent studies.

Set in a Global City, this unit draws on
contemporary theological and missiological
studies to explore models of the missional
church in urban situations today. It exposes
participants to the realities of urban Christianity
in varied cultural contexts, and in particular to
the forms the church takes in the mega-cities of
a globalising world.

(NT5004) Undergraduate

EVANGELISM
Date: January 20 - 24

EMPOWERING PEOPLE (IN
YOUTH & COMMUNITY WORK)
Date: January 13 - 17
Students will consider philosophical,
theological, counselling and developmental
concepts and seek to integrate them into a
holistic model of pastoral care specifically
related to adolescents. The implications of the
module for practice in a placement setting will
be examined throughout the unit.
(PT5280) Undergraduate

YOUTH & COMMUNITY WORK
ESSENTIALS
Date: January 13 - 17
This unit will help the student to examine
the historical development of youth and
community work and ministry, including
current issues and policies; explore
methodologies and styles of youth and
community work and ministry; identify
curriculum models; develop an awareness
of political and theological perspectives
on youth and community; and gain an
understanding of the professional standards
expected in the National Occupational
Standards and professional validation bodies.
(ST4150) Undergraduate
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PREACHING

This unit provides an examination of holistic
approaches to evangelism, and a critical reflection
on the Church’s approaches to evangelism.
(PT4013) Undergraduate

HOLINESS IN BIBLICAL
PERSPECTIVE
Date: January 4 - 11
This course unit is designed to enable students
to develop a critical and coherent biblical
theology of Christian holiness based upon
representative samples of sound exegesis.
(BS7600) Postgraduate

(PT7600) Postgraduate

CHRISTIAN APPROACHES TO
HUMANITARIAN/DEVELOPMENT
PRACTICES
Date: January 4 - 11
This unit will explore the interface between
humanitarian and development practice and
Christian practices, motivations and theological
perspectives. It seeks to enable students to
develop a robust understanding of their role in
humanitarian practices.
(ST7600) Postgraduate

Date: January 13 - 17
This unit introduces students to fundamental
principles of preaching and sermon
construction including characteristics of the
preacher. Students are given the opportunity
to reflect critically on their own and others’
semons, delivered within a clinic setting.
(PT5203) Undergraduate

HOLINESS IN THE CHRISTIAN
TRADITION
Date: January 4 - 11
This unit explores the lives and writings
of a range of Christian theologians and
movements to develop an understanding of
the ways in which holiness in the Christian
life has been envisaged. Particular attention
is paid to the continuities, discontinuities,
and developments in the understanding of
holiness within the Christian church.

For information or to register
on one our short courses
or to find out more about
our supportive learning
environment please visit:
www.nazarene.ac.uk

(CHT7600) Postgraduate
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My PHD journey
John Darby PhD Research
Embarking on PhD research at NTC is for me both the beginning of
a new adventure and the culmination of a long journey in order to
reach this point.

P

hD research is something I had dreamed

both local and international. The partnership

of doing for a long time, but that seemed

with the University of Manchester is invaluable,

impossible because of life circumstances and a

enabling us to benefit from a wealth of resources

sense of duty in other directions.

and expertise. In the field of Biblical Studies, I

Choosing a research topic was a daunting
decision—I had interests in so many areas of
biblical scholarship, I couldn’t imagine limiting
myself to one book or portion of scripture for
three to six years! During my MA study at NTC,
focusing on Greek and Hebrew texts, there
were two areas in particular that opened up
new worlds of interest to me: textual criticism

have benefited from this particularly through
contact with the weekly Ehrhardt Seminar. I soon
discovered that being a research student is far
from a “lonely endeavour”—there are constant
opportunities for interaction and discussion with
NTC staff and students, and through research
seminars and conferences—however much we
PhD students might prize our hours of solitude!

and the literature of Second Temple Judaism, in
particular the Dead Sea Scrolls. It seemed that
many of my most pressing questions converged
on the role of the fascinating and somewhat
mysterious figures of the scribes. Whilst there

“I soon discovered that being a
research student is far from a
lonely endeavour”

were more familiar and perhaps “safer” areas I
could have chosen as research topics, I decided
to follow the path of greatest interest and go

I have quickly learnt that producing a thesis

on a genuine journey of discovery by looking at

is very much a communal task: welcoming

scribal practices in the Dead Sea Scrolls.

criticism, guidance and suggestions from others,

I discovered that the PhD journey begins
long before your official start date. Aside from
the MA and previous education, developing a
proposal is a process that takes a lot more time,
thought, research and soul-searching than a lot
of students expect! However, once the start date
comes along, you’re thankful for the hours spent
trying to refine a question and work out your
contribution to scholarship (before you have
even begun!), because although this may all

as well as hearing and responding to projects in
a variety of fields is vital to personal formation as
well as the development of your own research. I
have come to value higher education more than
ever before as a means of loving and serving
Christ, his church, and the wider society in
which we live, and I am deeply grateful for the
Christian and scholarly community at NTC and
the University of Manchester as an environment
in which to work out this sense of calling.

change, it forces you to focus your thoughts and
prepare to make the most of your time when

Find out more about our supportive learning

the clock starts ticking.

environment at: www.nazarene.ac.uk

Being at NTC means being part of a rich
and supportive research community, which is
34
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Nazarene Theological
College Approved for
PhD Loans
N

TC has received the encouraging news that
we’ve been approved for Postgraduate
Doctoral Loans.

Tradition of
excellence
PhD research at Nazarene Theological College
Church History, Wesley Studies/Wesleyan Tradition,
Christian Theology, Old Testament Studies/Second
Temple/Inter-Testamental Studies, New Testament Studies
and Biblical Theology, Practical Theology, Missiology.

From September 2019, students will be able
to apply for support to help with course fees
and living costs, and so this helps to remove
a big barrier to PhD study for many potential
students. ‘This will really make a difference to a
number of students who haven’t been able to
pursue research study because they just don’t
have the resources,’ commented NTC Dean,
Dr Peter Rae. ‘It’s a great step forward – and I
think we’re the first of the Theological Colleges
to be approved for this.’ Students are eligible
if they are a UK or EU national, are under 60
when they start the course, and are living in
England during their studies.

“This will really make a difference
to a number of students who
haven’t been able to pursue
research study because they just
don’t have the resources...”
MA students and undergraduate students were
already eligible for loans, so this means that
NTC students now have full access to student
loan funding. The approval comes following

NTC’s registration last year with the Office for
Students. Student can access up to £25,700,
divided equally across each year of the
course. They repay the loan when their study
is complete, and their income reaches the
threshold amount.
NTC currently has just under 40 PhD students,
from around the world, and is also approved
for US student loans.

Find out more about our supportive learning
environment at: www.nazarene.ac.uk or you
can email us at: enquiries@nazarene.ac.uk

www.nazarene.ac.uk
01
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75 thousand pounds for 75
years of service to the Church.
We’re hoping - in faith - to raise 75 thousand
pounds - a thousand per year of our existence!

Years of equipping
the Church
(1944 - 2019)

The 2020 Drysdale Lecture

Singing the Lord’s
Song in a strange land
Presented by: Stuart Murray Williams from
Bristol Baptist College
Monday 17 February. 7:30pm – 8:30pm
J B Maclagan Chapel, NTC, M20 2GU

S

ome people might think we should have

75 thousand is for those kinds of times. The

gone for 750 - and someone asked me

student-support-for-a-funeral, leaking-roof,

why we hadn’t gone for 750,000! (I suppose

asbestos-moving, drain-clearing, hardship fund

you could keep going with that idea!).

for food, it’s-a-tricky-year for the family kind of

But when we were thinking about what we’d
imagine it would be a generosity over and
above any we’ve received before - even though
we know times are tight.
In the life of every community there are needs
that crop up - random ones, unforeseen ones,

Livestream
These lectures will be live streamed through the NTC facebook page @ntcmanchester

needs related to hardship, or emergency,
or a stretching time, a death or a loss. This

times. It’s a hope that your generosity can be
bolstered in this landmark year, and of course, if
it’s 7.5 million, that’s okay with us too! Our hope
is, though, to receive so we can give it away.

Revd Dr Deirdre
Brower Latz
Principal, NTC

Donate online at www.nazarene.ac.uk
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Discover
NTC at an
open day
If you are thinking about studying theology or
just want to get a flavour of what life is like at
a theological college, then discover NTC at an
open day or an open evening. They are a great
way to find out more about our supportive,
friendly, learning environment.

2019

OCTOBER

19

2019

DECEMBER

3

2020

MARCH

17
Open days at NTC
At an open day you will have the chance to learn about NTC,
the courses we offer, and plenty of time for questions! As well
as this, you will get to sit in one of our taster classes, have
some lunch, enjoy a time of worship in the chapel, and have
conversations with students, faculty and staff alike.

Open evenings at NTC

2020

APRIL

28

Open evenings allow you to pack the most important aspects
of NTC into a two-hour visit. Like an open day, you get to meet
staff and students, receive helpful information about applying
– and all of this over coffee and cake! The evening runs from
7:30pm until around 9:00pm with the programme designed to
provide you with a window into life at NTC.

To discover NTC at one of our open events you
can register at www.nazarene.ac.uk

2020

JUNE

6

